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Are Returns Proof Against Loss? 


ANY of the more elite in the check operators’ 
M circle have realized that the careful banker will 
not advance funds to a stranger or new customer 
until returns have been received on the items deposited. 
These experts in the check passers’ art have therefore 
turned their efforts to the negotiation of genuine checks 
which either have been raised or bear forged indorsements. 
Many bankers are of the opinion that if they accept a 
check or draft from a stranger for deposit only and do not 
permit a withdrawal until they have received advice of 
payment by the drawee, they have safeguarded themselves 
against loss. If the check so deposited is bogus or worth- 
less, the fraud will, of course, be detected. Furthermore, 
all bankers know that if a bank honors a check bearing 
the forged signature of one of its depositors; that is, does 
not return it on the day of its receipt, such drawee bank 
cannot hold the indorsers liable. This is because the drawee 
on accepting the check guarantees the signature of the 
drawer. However, the drawee, by accepting and paying 
the check or draft, does not make any warranty as to the 
genuineness of the body of the instrument or the indorse- 
ments appearing thereon. 
The crooked stranger with a knowledge of banking 


routine glibly presents a check drawn on another bank, and 
declares advances unnecessary until after the check has been 
sent through for collection. A tale regarding some alleged 
business transaction is often related. The banker is thrown 
off his guard, and after the check has cleared, the new 
customer is permitted to make withdrawals. Within a 
short time his account has been depleted and his dealings 
with the bank cease, with no suspicion aroused, but rather 
a feeling of security as the check deposited has not been 
returned. 

Perhaps a month or even a year later the bank which 
dealt with the criminal is advised that the check has been 
raised or bears a forged indorsement. 

If the paying bank elects to refuse reimbursement to the 
drawee bank and is sued, the amount raised or the total 
amount of a check bearing a forged indorsement can be 
recovered by the drawee bank as money paid under a 
mistake of fact. 

Sound banking practice requires not only VERIFICA- 
TION OF THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENT 
PRESENTED, but also SUBJECTING THE STRANG- 
ER TO ABSOLUTE PROOF OF IDENTITY. 


Buckley Uses Discarded Deposit Slips 


| teeeersat LEE BUCKLEY (1731), the “Cash” are payable ON DEMAND. As_ whether the maker or endorser has sufficient 
subject of an intensive investigation in stated in the Protective Supplement issued funds on deposit to pay or otherwise make 
and about Los Angeles and San Francisco last January, “Every teller should realize the check good. This being true on checks 
owing to his many fraudulent transactions that he holds the right to delay in cashing Which ordinarily are payable ON DE- 


with forged checks, is again very active. 

Buckley has a unique method of gathering 
his data for these forgeries. He visits vari- 
ous banking institutions and, under the pre- 
text of writing a check or filling in a de- 
posit slip, watches the banks’ customers and 
pays particular attention to those crumpling 
deposit slips or checks and discarding them 
in the waste paper baskets. These discarded 
deposit slips usually supply the crook with 
his most effective weapons for attack—your 
depositor’s signature and indication of the 
amount on deposit. 

Recovering the discarded slip or check, the 
forger later draws a check on the bank of 
deposit, reproducing the customer’s signature 


Robert Lee Buckley 


MAND, there is no defence for this golden 
welcome to glib strangers, unless it is due 
to the bank’s willingness to speculate on 
credit risks.” 

We are reproducing Buckley’s photograph 
with this article with the urgent request that 
member banks in Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco and vicinity instruct their floor men 
and tellers to examine it closely, familiarize 
themselves with the method used, and there- 
by be in a position to cause the arrest of 
Buckley or any others employing this 
scheme. Their arrest and imprisonment will 
be quickly effected if every banker heeds 
this warning. 

Buckley is described as 38 years of age, 


and making it payable to “Cash.” These checks, including those drawn on his bank 


checks are cashed only by careless tellers or 
those who risk advancing funds to strangers 
because they believe all checks payable to 


and payable to ‘cash’ or to ‘bearer’ for at 
least two reasons: (1) To determine if the 
signature is genuine, and (2) to ascertain 


5 feet 7% inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, 
medium build, dark gray hair; blue eyes, fair 
complexion. 


Watch Your “O. K.” Signatures 


§ ews is an operator at the present time 
working in the mid-western states, who 
is meeting with fair success by employing 
rather dangerous tactics. Recently he was 
successful in securing a fairly large sum 
from a member bank of Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 

He operated in the following manner: By 
using a very small check, the operator was 
successful in having an executive of the 
bank “O. K.” the check for payment pur- 
poses. With this “O. K.” in his possession, 
the operator who used the name of S. L. 


SMITH (1735) forged the “O. K. signature 
to a large draft drawn on the American 
National Bank of Ardmore, Okla., made 
payable to the Oklahoma City bank. Before 
presenting the above described draft, the 
operator again talked with the individual 
who “O. K.’d” his small check and made it 
a point to be seen by one of the tellers. He 
then left the official’s desk, went direct to 
this teller and presented the draft. The 
teller upon noting the “O. K.” indorsement 
and having seen the operator just leave the 


man whose initials appeared on the back of 
the draft, immediately handed out the funds. 
The check was sent through the clearings 
and later returned as bogus. 

To enable our members to combat this op- 
eration, it is suggested that officials see that 
checks bearing the “O. K.” of an executive 
be taken to the teller by a bank employee. 

Smith is described as 35 years of age, 3 
feet 9 or 10 inches, weighs 175 pounds, dark 
eyes, medium complexion and wears a 32nd 
Degree Masonic ring. 
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Investigate Collateral Securities! 


-WING to the numerous transactions that have 
come to light within recent months where 
stolen securities have been left to secure loans, we 
feel that a warning will not go amiss. 

Extra precaution should be employed when accepting 
collateral in the nature of government securities or indus- 
trial bonds. Especially should this be done in cases where 
the borrower is not well known to the bank. The swindler, 
bond thief and crooked business man, commonly known 
as a “fence,” has found, due to the carelessness of numer- 
ous bankers, that this method is the easiest one to apply in 
disposing of and benefiting from stolen securities. A thor- 
ough investigation should be made of any government bond 
thus presented, by immediately communicating with the 


Federal Reserve Bank in your district or the Treasury 
Department at Washington, where a list of lost or stolen 
bonds is kept. 

Where industria! bonds are presented, the registrar of 
each issue should be communicated with as they are the 
first to be notified in the event of loss by theft or otherwise. 

An added protection would be to place on file any men- 
tion of stolen or lost securities that might be flashed over 
the “ticker” or made known through other sources and to 
include in this file any warning articles or letters con- 
taining similar data. 

With these preventive measures in force, the credit de- 
partment of a bank should have very little excuse in accept- 
ing tainted securities. 


Big Business Swindle 


6 Bours activities of a very clever pair of 
swindlers acting in the guise of property 
buyers have again attracted our attention. 
Due to the fact that the victims were indi- 
viduals not connected with banking institu- 
tions our agents were not empowered to 
make an active investigation. Nevertheless, 


they cooperated with Post Office Inspectors 
who caused the arrest of CHARLES 
WENDELL (1732) and W. J. REID 
(1733), charging them with the swindles. 
Wendell was tried, 


convicted and sen- 


W. J. Reid 


tenced to a term in the Federal Prison at 
Atlanta. Reid failed to appear for trial and 
is now a fugitive from justice. 

Their method of operation was to watch 
advertisements calling for the disposal of 
fairly valuable property. They would then 
enter into negotiations with the owner for 
the purchase of the property. At the logical 


moment a Cashier's draft on a distant bank 
in excess of the amount involved would be 
presented as part payment. Satisfied that 
he was dealing with a reputable individual 
the owner readily indorsed the draft and 
after advancing a large sum to the pur- 
chaser deposits the draft in his account only 
to learn at a later date that the entire deal, 
including the draft, was a fraudulent trans- 
action. 

During the last month Reid has renewed 
his attacks, a bank in Denver, Colo., being 
used as a medium to perpetrate his crime. 
He is also suspected of attempting the same 
fraud in Connecticut, New Jersey and Mich- 
igan. 

It is evident that Reid has enlisted the aid 
of a new accomplice as the man who ap- 
peared in the open during his recent trans- 
actions does not fit the description of Reid 
who is probably in the back ground. 

Reid is adept in the use of disguises, but 
particular attention is called to his photo- 
graph appearing over this article whereon 
there are numerous characteristics that 
would distinguish him regardless of any 
disguise he might assume. 

We are also reproducing the photograph 
of NORMAN FRAZIER (1734) who we 
believe is one of Reid’s new accomplices. 

Reid is described as 50 years of age, 5 
feet 87 inches tall, 134 pounds, slender 
build, dark brown eyes, medium complexion, 
dark and grey mixed hair, bald on top; one 
lower right and lower left teeth gold filled; 


rugged scar at left elbow, outside; two faint 
scars left forearm, rear. 


q 


Frazier is described as 32 years, 5 feet 85% 
inches, 150 pounds, medium build, chestnut 
hair, brown eyes, ruddy complexion. 


The “Invisible Operator” Arrested 


HE “invisible operator” has been 

caught. Edward W. Tillian, alias R. W. 
Barth and Leonard Ksycki (1672), the sub- 
ject of a featured warning article in the last 
supplement and in the December, 1924, and 
January, 1925, issues, was arrested at St. 
Louis through information obtained by our 
agents in Illinois. 

Tillian, better known as R. W. Barth, em- 
ployed local boys as messengers and sent 
them to the banks with a note attached to a 
bogus certified check bearing the forged in- 


dorsement of the bank’s customer. The cus- 
tomer’s signature and data as to his banking 
institution were always secured by Tillian 
or his accomplice through posing as a repre- 
sentative of Dun’s, Bradstreets, American or 
National Surety Company, and requesting 
data for a credit rating. 

While Tillian was arrested, his accom- 
plice, who aided him in putting over his 
check frauds, is still at large. He is de- 
scribed as a man of from 45 to 50 years of 
age, 5 feet 6 inches tall and 142 pounds in — 
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weight. Should any of our readers upon 
seeing Tillian’s latest photograph, which is 
reproduced herewith, be in a position to 
identify his accomplice, we would appreciate 
receiving advice as our agents have informa- 
tion that might lead to his arrest. 

The “invisible operation” has preyed on 
banks in all parts of the country and has 
been successful in making large hauls. 


Do You Know Him? 


James A. Smith 


The police of Minneapolis, Minn., recent- 
ly apprehended an individual using the name 
of JAMES A. SMITH (1736), alias Oscar 
Wilson, alias J. J. Allen, while he was in 
the act of having checks printed, purporting 
to be issued by the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railway Company. 

In a confession made following his arrest, 
Smith admitted that he was an escaped con- 
vict from the Missouri State Prison, Jef- 
ferson City, Mo., where he was sentenced 
for passing bogus travelers’ checks of the 
UNITED BANKERS ASSOCIATION, 
and that he was also wanted in Minnesota 
for issuing bogus checks of the Jacob 
Brothers Construction Company. 

It is suggested that our readers examine 
the photograph appearing over this article 
and if the individual is recognized as the 
man who operated against them that de- 


tainer warrants be lodged with the warden 


at Jefferson City, Mo. 

Smith is described as 25 years of age, 5 
feet 9 inches tall, weighs 152 pounds, me- 
dium build; light chestnut hair; medium 
complexion. 


Warning 


CHARLES D. ALDRIDGE (1737) 
opened a deposit with a Washington, D. C., 
bank, making the initial deposit with cash 
which he later withdrew by means of sev- 
eral small checks. He then deposited a good 
sized check drawn on the Corn Exchange 
Bank, Commodore Branch, of New York 
City. After withdrawing all of his available 
cash he then attempted to secure an advance 
against the uncollected item but was unsuc- 
cessful. 

At the time he opened the account Al- 
dridge claimed to be an employee of the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing at Wash- 
ington, D. C. A _ subsequent investigation 
proved this statement to be false. The op- 
erator is described as medium age, rather 
short; dark complexion; wore eyeglasses. 


H. W. ANDERSON (1614), alias Wil- 
liam Bohn, has financed an extensive auto- 
mobile tour of the country with bogus New 
York drafts drawn against the supposed ac- 


count of the United States National Bank, 
Vancouver, Wash., with the Chase National 
Bank and the Hanover National Bank of 
New York City. 

Anderson usually employs indirect meth- 
ods to attack banks by inducing local mer- 
chants to indorse his worthless paper, there- 
by securing funds to continue his travels. 
At times he opens accounts with banks using 
one of the above described drafts for his in- 
itial deposit and then attempts, sometimes 
successfully, to immediately draw against it. 

With the May, 1925, Supplement to the 
AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL, 
Warning No. 1614, we have reproduced a 
specimen of the operator’s draft. 

During his operations Anderson has 
crossed the continent twice and is now on 
his third journey. He has used the aliases 
of Ralph Stevens and J. D. Sutherland. 

Watch for these drafts in your customers’ 
deposits. 


Bogus Stock Certificates 


UR detective agents have been re- 

quested to investigate the activities of 
a man known as GLASGOW, who has 
had printed by a Philadelphia concern 200 
stock certificates for $1,000 each of the 
United States Realty and Improvement 
Company. The company is incorporated un- 
der the laws of Delaware. 

It will be noted that this company’s 
name is similar to that of the United States 
Realty and Improvement Company, 111 
Broadway, New York City, with the results 
it is alleged that Glasgow is trading on the 
last mentioned company’s standing and con- 
nections with the New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

There is no connection between the two 
companies and it is suggested that a 
thorough investigation be made before han- 
dling any of the certificates of the first 


named company. 


Turk on Tour 


David Clyde Turk 


DAVID CLYDE TURK (1738), whose 
photograph appears above, has renewed his 
fraudulent transactions and is again en- 
deavoring to defraud banks by means of 
worthless drafts. Within the last month 
Turk has been heard from in two different 


sections of the country. In Memphis, Tenn., 
he opened a savings account with a local 
bank and attempted to secure cash on a draft 
drawn against a supposed account carried by 
him in the Gladstone State Savings Bank, 
Gladstone, Mich. The bank used due pre- 
caution and thereby prevented a loss when 
they refused to advance funds against the 
uncollected item. However, Turk was given 
a checkbook and since that time has passed 
numerous checks among merchants in and 
around Memphis. 

After some traveling Turk showed up in 
the vicinity of Stroudsburg, Pa., the owner 
of a new light six Buick roadster, bearing 
Louisiana license plates No. 46-807. Using 
the pretext that he was the owner of a lum- 
ber camp at Plaquemine, La., he was able to 
secure cash on bogus checks issued to mer- 
chants drawn against the National Bank of 
Columbia, Mo. Turk is an old offender and 
has had several encounters with our detective 
agents who have been responsible for at 
least three convictions. He is described as 
follows: 36 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, weighs 112 pounds, slender build, dark 
complexion, dark blue eyes, black hair. Our 
members would do well to examine the 
photograph reproduced above and bear the 
operations of this man in mind as he is a 
dangerous man and his operations should be 
brought to a close. 


Reward Offered 


M F. BROWN (1739), alias Bill Dug- 
@ ger, while working for a customer of 
the First National Bank of Jackson, Ky., as 
a farm-hand, stole a blank check and after 
forging the bank’s customer’s signature to 
same, negotiated the check with a merchant, 
the bank in question paying the check when 
it was received through the clearings. 

The bank is very desirous of causing the 
apprehension of Brown and has offered a re- 
ward of $50 for information leading to his 
arrest and conviction. 

Brown is described as about 22 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 145 to 150 
pounds, slender build, dark complexion, 
black hair and at times dyes his hair red; 
he has keen black eyes and seems to be al- 
ways on the alert; smokes cigarettes a great 
deal; was smooth shaven when last seen. 


C. H. BILLINGTON (1740) forged the 
signature of a customer of a member bank 
in San Francisco, Cal., and was successful 
in securing funds represented on the check 
as it was presented and honored during the 
“rush” hour. The bank employee is unable 
to give a description of the operator. 


HAROLD BROWN (1741) presented to 
the First National Bank of Florence, Cal., a 
check bearing the forged signature of a cus- 
tomer of a Los Angeles bank. That bank 
on receiving the check, paid it, as the forgery 
appearing thereon was executed in an excel- 
lent manner. The operator has used the 
aliases of J. L. Cress, alias Harold Ward, 
alias Harold Graves. He is described as 25 
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to 28 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, 
weighs 135 pounds, dark hair, dark com- 
plexion; at the time he was issuing checks 
to the various merchants in Florence and 
vicinity, he was wearing khaki trousers and 
putties, and elk hide shoes. 


RICHARD G. BATCHELOR, | alias 
James H. Warren (1742), is issuing checks 
drawn on the Merchants National Bank, 
New Haven, Conn. In all instances this 
operator has defrauded merchants. The last 
heard from him was in the South, he having 
worked in the states of Tennessee and 
Georgia. It has been ascertained that this 
party was traveling in a Ford sedan, bear- 
ing Connecticut license No. H-365. Whether 
or not these are genuine plates or have been 
stolen from the real owner has not been 
determined. Nevertheless, banks in the 
South should warn their customers to take 
particular pains when accepting checks 
drawn on the above bank to determine 
whether or not the presenter is traveling in 
a Ford such as described above. 


The operations of JAMES E. DALY 
(1743) show that he is apt to become a dan- 
gerous criminal as more than ordinary in- 
telligence was used in disposing of his 
forged paper. Appearing from an unknown 
sourte, Daly secured employment with a cus- 
tomer of a Morehouse, Mo., institution. 
During his short period of employment he 
became well known to merchants in and 
about Morehouse, with the result that on a 
certain day he appeared at these merchants 
and presented checks which bore the forged 
signature of his employer. The merchants 
having had previous business transactions 
with him, did not suspect anything wrong, 
accepted these checks and sent same through 
the clearings. 

As this was a common occurrence, the 
interested bank paid out upon the checks 


when received, and several days later learned 
that Daly had disappeared and that the 
checks in question were forgeries. Daly 
poses as a Mason and displays a badge of 
that order. He is 40 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 150 to 160 pounds; broad 
shoulders; florid complexion; brown hair, 
combed straight back; gray eyes; regular 
features; large mouth, upper canine tooth 
on right side missing; slightly flat footed; 


appears well educated. 


JOHN ESCHLIMAN (1744), formerly 
in the sheep business, obtained a large loan 
amounting to several thousand dollars from 
a Montana bank, giving as collateral a mort- 
gage on his band of sheep. Without any 
warning, Eschliman shipped the sheep to 
Chicago, sold same, and disappeared. At the 
present time the authorities of Lewistown are 
very anxious to locate him, His description 
is as follows: 55 to 60 years of age, 5 feet 
7 inches tall, weighs about 140 pounds, gray 


hair, red face, gray mustache; has long 
prominent front teeth. 


J. M. FERGUSON (1745). Recently the 
employers of Ferguson, the H. F. Wilcox 
Gas Company, obtained from him a check 
in a large amount purporting to bear the 
genuine certification of the Litchfield Bank 
and Trust Company, Litchfield, Ill. As 
Ferguson alleged that the check was in pay- 
ment of stock sold by him, they paid the 
usual commission whereupon Ferguson dis- 
appeared. 

The operator, having met with unusual 
success, will no doubt try his luck again; 
consequently we are listing his description 
with the suggestion that our readers watch 
for his work. Ferguson is 45 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 200 pounds, heavy 
build, dark complexion, dark hair and eyes. 


E. E. FIGHTMASTER (1746) gave to 
a bank at Kearney, Mo., a check drawn on 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Scran- 
ton, Ia., which was returned protested on 
account of insufficient funds. Any informa- 
tion concerning the whereabouts of this man 
should be transmitted to this department as 
the interested bank is very anxious to locate 
him. Fightmaster and family at one time 
resided in the vicinity of Scranton and are 
well known in that district. 


JOSEPH GOETZ (1747) is issuing 
checks on the East End Trust Company of 
Camden, N. J., and financing a small tour 
throughout that state, merchants being his 
victims. The checks are generally made 
payable to George C. Prince, signed Joseph 
Goetz, and are generally in amounts vary- 
ing from $30 to $100. 


F. N. HANDLER (1748), a former resi- 
dent of Oskaloosa, Ia., was successful in 
securing funds from a Wichita, Kans., bank, 
on a draft drawn on an Iowa bank. Han- 
dler is well known in Oskaloosa but since 
perpetrating this crime has not gone near 
his old haunts. When last heard from he 
was in New York city. Unfortunately, in 
reporting this matter, the bank failed to 


supply us with the description of the op- 
erator. 


Lost Certificate of Deposit 


We have been requested by the First State 
Bank of Aguilar, Colo., to report the disap- 
pearance of the following described Cer- 
tificate of Deposit: No. 3776, dated April 
1, 1925, deposited by John Lisot, payable to 
self for $1,800 in six months, interest 4 per 
cent, by First State Bank, Aguilar, Colo. 
This certificate was reported as missing on 
April 29, and at the time was not indorsed. 


E. H. HAYES (1749) used a very novel 
scheme in an attempt to defraud a member 
bank at Los Angeles. He opened an account 
with a Hynes, Cal., bank, depositing a check 
in a very large sum drawn on the Citizens 
Trust and Savings Bank of Los Angeles, 
and was immediately permitted to withdraw 
against same. He next appeared at the 
American branch of the California Bank, 
Los Angeles, showed his Hynes bank book 


wherein a balance of $100 appeared and 
opened an account in this bank. He imme- 
diately attempted to withdraw against the 
deposit, but was not permitted to do so, 
whereupon he requested that this bank have 
the money transferred from the Hynes bank 
and stated that he would be in the next day 
to secure the funds covered by his balance. 

Upon communicating with the Hynes 
bank, it was learned that the check deposited 
with that bank was a forgery, and a request 
was made to cause the man’s apprehension. 
Since that time the operator has not been 
seen. He is described as 25 years.of age, 5 
feet 7 inches, 155 poutds, light hair, sandy 
complexion, blue eyes, one slightly crossed. 


H. C. HICKEY (1750) was successful.in 
securing funds in an indirect way from a 
member bank of Los Angeles, when he pre- 
sented to a local merchant in payment for a 
pair of shoes a check bearing the forged 
signature of a bank customer, which was 
paid when the check in question was received 
through the clearings. Hickey is described 
as 25 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 135 
to 140 pounds, light complexion. 


MASON HILLS (1751) opened a sav- 
ings account with a bank of Providence, R. 
IL, using a check drawn on the National 
Shawmut Bank of Boston. After securing 
a pass book he returned at a later hour dur- 
ing the day and attempted to make a with- 
drawal, but the bank employee was on guard 
with the result that Hills was not successful 
in causing the institution to sustain a loss. 
No doubt Hills will try his transaction else- 
where. Therefore, it is suggested that all 
employees who handle new accounts be on 
their guard for this man who no doubt will 


employ similar tactics after being permitted 
to open an account. 


J. M. JACKSON (1752), alias L. J. Col- 
lins. A bank located at Billings, Mont., re- 
ported the operations of this individual who 
issued two checks, one against their bank, 
which was returned due to the fact that they 
did not carry such an account. The second 
check bore the forged signature of one of 
their customers and was cashed at Craw- 
ford, Neb., sent through the clearings and 
paid by the interested bank, as the forgery 
was cleverly executed. 

The operator was recognized as being a 
former resident of Billings, and is described 
as 55 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs about 
215 pounds, smooth shaven, medium dark 
complexion; claims to be an Odd Fellow; 
when last seen was wearing a dark gray 
suit, and dark hat, with a very narrow brim. 
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CARL JOHNSON (1753). While in the 
employ of the Hutchinson Lumber Com- 
pany, Oroville, Cal., Johnson stole two pay 
checks and was successful in defrauding a 
bank at Oroville after forging the signature 
of the proper official to these checks. In 
making an investigation our agents ascer- 
tained that Johnson was at one time a “sea- 
faring’ man and no doubt will be found 
mingling with that class of people. He is 
supposed to be a member of the Marine 
Firemen and Water Tenders’ Union of San 
Francisco. 

Johnson is described as 45 years of age, 5 
feet 10 inches tall, 180 pounds, sandy com- 
plexion, light brown hair, smooth shaven; 
full face, rather square; talks very slow 
with a Swedish accent. 


Col 


BERT KANE (1754) while in the em- 
ploy of the Steeldraulic Brake Corporation 
of Detroit, Mich. as a bookkeeper, secured 
three checks, two for $50 and one for 
$29.11, which checks he later raised by add- 
ing a “1” before the figure thereby making 
two checks for $150, and one for $129.11. 
He then was successful in having these 
checks honored by a local bank, the altera- 
tions not being noticed as they were cleverly 
executed. 

Kane is described as 20 years of age, 5 
feet 9 inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, slender 
build; narrow faced and usually goes hat- 
less; he is a typical. “Sheik” and drives a 
“flapper” car, which is a Ford roadster with 
side window shields and plenty of colored 
lights. 


Counterfeit Bank of England Notes 
in Circulation 


We have been requested by a New York 
member bank to report the theft of a pocket- 
book from the British Consulate containing 
two counterfeit Bank of England notes. 
These notes are described as follows: 

One for £100, dated April 16, 1919, Series 
16/0, 017168. 

One for £50, dated March 15, 1919, Series 
18/N. 

Should these notes come into your pos- 
session immediately notify this department 
as the interested bank is very desirous of 
getting some trace of them. 


Eye Specialist Impostor 


M. KING (1755). Posing as an eye 

@ and ear specialist, King has been suc- 
cessful in securing funds from victims in the 
South. His victims are generally elderly 
people in thinly populated sections. In one 
instance he accepted a check from a cus- 
tomer of the Citizens Bank of Warrenton, 
N. C., in payment of supposed services. 
This check was negotiated in Chicago, IIl., 
but has been returned marked “Payment 
Stopped.” Should any of our readers hear 
of the activities of this individual this de- 
partment should be notified, as King is 


wanted in several places. When last heard 
of, King was traveling in a Studebaker car 
bearing Ohio license plates. 


MRS. RICHARD LAWRENCE (1756), 
alias Mrs. Jack North, is issuing checks in 
and about San Francisco, drawn on the 
Wells Fargo Bank and Union Trust Com- 
pany. These checks are usually in the 
amount of $5. In all cases same have been 
accepted by merchants. Some of the checks 
have been made payable to Mrs. Nellie Rose, 
and others to Mrs. Helen Davis. The vic- 
tims, in reporting this woman’s activities, 
have failed to supply our agents with her 
description. 


F. H. LINDNER (1757), alias George 
McHenry, is issuing bogus certified checks 
drawn on the Fayette National Bank, Lex- 
ington, Ky. He was recently heard from at 
Chicago, Ill., where he presented one of his 
checks in the amount of $6,000 to the Home 
Bank and Trust Company of that city. For- 
tunately, the bank did not sustain a loss. 
The checks are generally made payable to 
F. H. Lindner and signed George McHenry 
as maker. 


Colored “Mason” 
Working 


EX L. LOWE, colored (1758), is em- 
ploying an unusually clever scheme to 
secure funds to finance his visit to the prin- 
cipal cities of America. Posing as a member 
of a colored Masonic order, Lowe calls on 
colored railroad employees and generally 
experiences very little difficulty in getting 
his new friend, a colored Mason, to indorse 
a small check on the Oakland Bank, Oak- 
land, Cal., which is returned as Lowe does 
not carry an account with the California 
institution. 

Lowe has visited most of the large cities 
and is finding numerous easy victims 
amongst the colored population, due to his 
supposed Masonic connections. He is de- 
scribed as medium age, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches 
tall, weighs 140 pounds, light complexion, 
regular nose; has gold fillings in front 
teeth; claims to be a Mason and interested 
in real estate. 


WILLIAM D. MacKENZIE (1759), 
alias William D. Stewart, alias William G. 
Welsh, is operating in the northern part of 
New York state with checks drawn on the 
Chase National Bank, New York, N. Y. 
To date we fail to find where anyone has 
suffered a loss through this man’s operations. 
It is highly possible, however, if he is per- 
mitted to continue that merchants will be 
his victims. The writing on his checks is 
very characteristic; consequently they should 
be easily recognized. 


Dre 


This being the case, we would suggest that 
our readers examine the handwriting re- 
produced herewith and should any of these 
checks be deposited in their bank, the cus- 


tomer depositing same should be notified of 
the fraudulent transaction and an effort 
made to cause the apprehension of the op- 
erator. 


J. J. MANNING, alias J. M. Marion, 
alias J. M. Cooney (1760) made himself 
acquainted with two members of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and 
Trainmen at Augusta, Ga. He presented a 
telegram claimed to be signed by F. E. Bur- 
gess, Assistant Grand Chief Engineer of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, and 
stated that he had been disbursing a strike 
fund on the Virginia Railroad. 

After obtaining the indorsements of these 
two members of the Brotherhood he cashed 
a check at a member bank in Augusta. This 
check was drawn on the Labor Cooperative 
National Bank, Paterson, N. J., and was 
signed by J. L. Marion, Chairman, Brother- 
hood Locomotive Engineers, Committee Ac- 
count. The check was returned as fraudu- 
lent. 

Marion is described as follows: Forty to 
forty-five years of age, about 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs about 160 pounds, clean shaven, 
high forehead, ruddy complexion, eyes of 
light blue or gray. He was dressed in the 
garb of a well-to-do laboring man and wore 
a Shriners’ pin. He speaks with a decided 
northern accent. 


ALFRED MAYERS (1761) has oper- 
ated in New York state securing subscrip- 
tions to Life, the Metropolitan and other 
magazines, in payment of which he accepts 
notes signed by the subscriber. He claimed 
to represent the Bank Sales Company of 
New York city, and some of the notes he 
received in the amount of $6.25 were raised 
to $16.25, then discounted by a local bank. 
None of the subscribers have received any 
of the magazines which they contracted for, 
and usually they are the defrauded parties. 
We are reproducing herewith the operator’s 
signature as it appears on one of the notes as 
an indorsement, and would suggest that mem- 
bers be on their guard against discounting 
notes for this bogus solicitor. 


Gh, K SALES CO. 


Speciff Representative 


J. R. McGEE (1762). A member bank 
located at Alexandria, La., cashed a check 
drawn on the Calcasieu National Bank, of 
Oakdale, La., which bore the forged indorse- 
ment of Rev. C. I. Neudling, a Catholic 
priest. The check in question was presented 
by McGee, who was until the time of his 
disappearance, employed by J. P. McCann 
and Son, general contractors, well known to 
the honoring bank. Upon making inquiry, 
it was learned that McGee after securing 
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the funds left for California, going overland 
by means of automobile. At the time of re- 
porting this, the interested bank failed to 
supply us with a description of the operator. 


P. R. MIRALLES (Filipino) (1763). A 
bank at Rio Vista, Cal., honored a check re- 
ceived through the clearings which they later 
ascertained bore the forged signature of 
their customer. Upon checking up the 
source of the check it was found that it was 
presented by Miralles, who has since disap- 
peared. 


O. C. Mobley 


O. C. MOBLEY (1764) very cleverly 
forged the signature of a customer of an At- 
lanta, Ga., bank and was successful in secur- 
ing funds on his checks when the interested 
bank honored them through the clearings. 
Mobley is an ex-soldier, being a deserter 
from the government service. He is de- 
scribed as 24 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs 130 pounds, dark hair, brown 
eyes, medium build, dark complexion, and a 
very neat dresser. 


CHARLES F. MOESER (1765), claim- 
ing to be an accountant in the Quarter- 
master Corps, Washington, D. C., opened 
an account with a New York bank with a 
check drawn on a California bank. Through 
an error on the part of one of the bank em- 
ployees, a notification from the California 
bank advising the institution that Moeser’s 
account was ro good was not referred to the 
proper party, with the result that Moeser 
was successful in securing funds against the 
account. Since that time Moeser has been 
traveling about the country and at the pres- 
ent time is issuing checks in California. In 
two instances checks have come through 
payable to Dorothy L. Holt and deposited 
in a Pasadena, Cal., bank. The checks, of 
course, are being returned marked “No Ac- 
count.” 

The writing of this operator is very char- 
acteristic and with the aid of the following 
description, the operator should be identi- 
fied: 32 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
150 pounds, light. complexion, dark hair, 
very broad shoulders; neat dresser. 
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James P. Murphy 


JAMES P. MURPHY (1766), formerly 
secretary of the B. P. O. E. Lodge, No. 
1338, and steward of the Elks’ Club at Boga- 
lusa, La., is a fugitive from justice on an 
embezzlement charge, having disappeared 
with funds of that organization. Before 
leaving Bogalusa, Murphy attempted to 
swindle the local banks, using his connection 
with the order of Elks, but was unsuccessful. 
Our readers are requested to examine the 
photograph very closely and if information 
is available as to his whereabouts, this de- 
partment should be immediately notified. 


MARY PENNINGTON (1767) secured 
a small sum from a Pittsburgh, Pa., bank 
through forging the signature of a well 
known bank customer to a thirty-day note. 
When the note fell due the bank was unable 
to locate this woman with the result that 
they called on the indorser for payment, at 
which time they learned that the indorse- 
ment thereon was a forgery. The operator 
is described as 42 years of age, 5 feet 4 
inches tall, 160 pounds, dark complexion, 
bobbed chestnut hair; wears glasses; talks 
in a subdued tone. 


G. L. THOMAS (1768). During the last 
month there has been an epidemic of raised 
checks. Thomas is one of those who has 
operated in this manner. The operator was 
employed on the farm of a customer of a 
DeKalb, Tex., bank and after working four 
days at a dollar a day, was discharged and 
received a check drawn against the DeKalb 
bank in the sum of $4. He immediately 


raised the same to $40 and was successful in 
securing the money from the bank, where- 
upon he disappeared. 

In our agents’ investigation it was ascer- 
tained that Thomas is an ex-convict and 
badly wanted in various points in Oklahoma, 
especially for breaking jail. He is described 
as 20 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs about 145 pounds, light complexion; 
eyes slightly crossed; has a burn scar on left 
arm. 


T. L. WALKER (1769). While an em- 
ployee of an automobile concern located at 
High Point, N. C., Walker, in the absence 
of the proprietor of the concern, accepted a 
check drawn on a local bank, payable to the 
concern and forged the indorsement of the 
payee to the check and disappeared. A sub- 
sequent investigation disclosed the fact that 
the operator intended going to Cleveland, 
Ohio, to follow his occupation as an auto- 
mobile mechanic. Walker is an expert on 
Cleveland automobiles and no doubt if not 
located at Cleveland, he will follow his oc- 
cupation elsewhere. Therefore, any of our 
readers who might carry an account of a 
Cleveland automobile sales agency will do 
well to watch the new employees of this 
agency very closely, as Walker no doubt will 
attempt the same procedure again. 

He is described as 38 to 40 years of age, 
6 feet tall, 160 to 175 pounds, black hair, 
combed pompadour; greenish blue eyes; 
scars and pimples on back of neck; unhealed 
scar on leg; wears shell glasses; energetic 
worker; good conversationalist but a brag- 
gart. 


We 


M. C. WATTS (1770), alias Clyde Reyn- 
olds, is working the time-worn scheme of de- 
frauding merchants with bogus certified 
checks in small amounts. The operation of 
swindlers of this type could easily be offset 
if our members would only go to the trouble 
of notifying their customers that checks in 
amounts less than $100 are generally not 
certified. Consequently, should a certified 
check in a small amount be presented in pay- 
ment of a purchase, that such checks should 
be a warning to the merchant that the trans- 
action in question was fraudulent. 

This operator is using checks on the On- 
tario National Bank, Ontario, Ore., making 
the checks payable to Clyde Reynolds, sign- 
ing them M. C. Watts. In the certification 
stamp the alleged signature of J. H. Berry, 
cashier, appears. The operator is described 
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as being 20 to 25 years of age, 5 feet 11 
inches, slender build, medium complexion, 
and at times claims to be a revenue agent. 
He is operating in the states of Washington 
and Oregon. 


M. C. WILLIAMS (1771) represented 
himself to a customer of a Redfield, S. D., 
bank as being an adjuster for the Galesburg 
Fire Insurance Co. of Galesburg, IIl., and 
was successful in getting the bank’s cus- 
tomer to cash his check drawn on the First 


‘ National Bank of Galesburg, Ill., which was 


later returned marked “No Account” and 
with advice to the effect that the insurance 
company was non-existent. We have been 
supplied with the following description of 
Williams: About 55 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, weighs about 200 to 210 pounds; well 
built. We would suggest that our readers 
watch for any checks supposedly issued by 
this insurance company so as to aid in effect- 
ing the arrest of this operator. 


R. C. WINANS (1772) is operating with 
a New York draft of the First National 
Bank, St. Louis, Mo., drawn on the Hanover 
National Bank, New York City. The check 
bears the supposed signature of H. E. 
Hampton, cashier of the First National 
Bank of St. Louis. The check in question 
is a counterfeit throughout and is not a 
facsimile of the check used by the St. Louis 
bank, nor do they have an official by the 
name of H. E. Hampton. A specimen of 
the handwriting is reproduced below. 


Lost or Stolen Travelers Cheques 


We have been advised by the Dominion 
Express Company that Travelers Cheques 
numbered 681846 to 55 of $10 denomination 
in the name of Olga L. Yeats Brown have 
been lost or stolen. 


Representing himself as an employee of 
W. E. Woodford Commission Company of 
Kansas City, Mo, J. C. WINKFIELD 
(1773) was successful in securing funds on 
a sight draft against his company. The 
draft was sent to the Interstate National 
Bank of Kansas City, Mo., and refused as 
Winkfield had no authority to draw against 
the company. Winkfield is described as 
30 years of age, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches tall, 
150 pounds, dark hair, dark eyes, dark com- 
plexion. 

WILLIAM A. WHITE (1774) is sus- 
pected of having embezzled from the First 
National Bank of Council Bluffs, Iowa, funds 
entrusted to him. White was employed as a 
messenger of this institution and under the 
pretext of attending a lodge meeting of the 
Redmen Lodge to be held at Lincoln, Neb., 
he was able to make good his escape before 
the interested bank became suspicious of his 
actions. The last place White was heard 
from was Omaha, Neb. This embezzler was 
formerly in the regular army and is a vet- 
eran of the Spanish-American War. He is 
totally blind in one eye, bald headed, has no 
teeth, his mustache is gray, and on one of 
his arms his initials are tatooed. 


Lost Coupons 


WE have had reported the loss of fifty 
coupons of the “City of Detroit Public 
School” bonds for twenty dollars each. 

The coupons are numbered from 216 to 
265 inclusive. 

Kindly notify this department should one 
be presented for payment. 


Arrested 


Forgers 


AWARD, GEO.—Arrested November 14, 
1924, at Baltimore; escaped while en route 
to Detroit. 

BARTH, R. W.—June 6 at St. Louis; 
taken to Denver. 

COX, G. M.—May 19 at Baltimore. 

CRUMP, H. B.—January 22 at Balti- 
more; returned to New York city for trial. 

DRYDEN, C. J.—May 4 at New York 
city. 

DUPORT, G. A—May 28 at Kansas 
City, Mo. 

GREENBERG, IRVING—May 26 at 
Brooklyn, N. 

KENNYBREW, HARRIET—March 23 
at San Antonio, Tex. 

LANE, C. C—June 5 at Birmingham, 
Ala. 

LINDGREN, A.—May 13 at Kidd, Mont. 

LYNN, LEE, April 16 at Chicago. 

McCARTHY, THOS. J.— Rearrested 
January 22 at Baltimore, Md.; returned to 
New York city for trial. 

McCRACKEN, W. D.—January 23 at 
New York city. 

NEWTON, LEONARD—May 22 at 
Portland, Ore. 

OWEN, WALTER—May 5 at Canton, 
Miss. 

PENNY, J.—May 27 at Detroit, Mich.; 
returned to Toronto, Can. 

POOL, CHESTER—In May at Portland, 
Ore.; returned to Denver. 

ROSE, L. D.—In June at Seattle. 

ROSS, LORENZO—May 26 at Chicago. 

SEARLES, JACK—June 4 at San Fran- 
cisco. 

SEWARD, EDWARD—June 1 at Pitts- 
burgh. 

SHENKMAN, MAX—June 8 at New 
York city. 

STAPP, BEN F.—June 1 at El Centro, 
Cal. 

STERNS, C. S.—May 19 at Los Angeles. 

WEBBER, CHARLES—In May at Bos- 
ton. 


Holdups 


BERCHFIELD, MOSS—May 7; held at 
Sapulpa for trial. 

BRENNON, RAY—May 12; held at 
Goodland, Kan., for trial. 

BROWN, JACK—May 12; held at Good- 
land, Kan., for trial. 

CUSADY, BRUCE—June 6 at Kansas 
City, Mo. 

CLAYTON, CHARLES—May 16; re- 
turned to Wadesville, Ind., for trial. 

COMMEAN, JANET—May 16; re- 
turned to Wadesville, Ind., for trial. 

COMMEAN, LOREN—May 16; re- 
turned to Wadesville, Ind., for trial. 

DE WITT, WILLIAM—Arrested in 
April, 1925. 

FROTH, FRANK—Rearrested June 7 at 
Pitcher, Okla. 

GIBSON, RUSSELL—Kansas City, Mo. 

HARDWICK, ERNEST—In June at 
Kansas City, Mo. 

HARTLEY, ROBERT—In May at To- 
ledo, Ohio. 

HOWARD, LAMBERT—May 16; re- 
turned to Wadesville, Ind., for trial. 

LAYTON, FRANK—May 28 at San 
Francisco. 

LOVE, BENNY—June 3 at Holden, Mo. 

MASON, ELBERT—May 28 at San 
Francisco. 

MAYSE, C. D.—June 8 at Kansas City, 


Mo. 

McLEAN, WM.—May 28 at San Fran- 
cisco. 

MINGIONE, GEORGE—In May at To- 
ledo, Ohio. 

POLLOCK, JAMES—June 5 at Everett, 
Wash. 

SISLOCK, MARY—May 16; returned to 
Wadesville, Ind., for trial. 

ST. CLAIRE, ERNEST—May 28 at San 
Francisco. 

STONE, ROY—In June at St. Louis, 
Mo. 

VAVIRO, FRANK—May 27 at Jeffer- 
son City, Mo. 

WAGNER, JOE—May 27 at Jefferson 
City, Mo. 

WEEKS, JAMES F—In November, 
1924; held at Dedham, Mass., for trial. 

WHITEHEAD, J. C.—May 7; held at 
Sapulpa, Okla., for trial. 


Burglaries 


’ PRICE, WALTER—Arrested April 21, 
1925; held at San Antonio, Tex., for trial. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests | Arrests 
Awaiting|Reported| Reported 


Trial Since {May and] Total Con- 


Aug. Aug. une, 
31, 1924] 31,1924} 1925 


Dis- | Fugitive 
charged |Escaped,|Awaiting 
victed | or Ac- | Insane | Trial 
quitted | or Died 


Forgers........ 207 267 53 320 184 88 13 242 
Burglars....... 62 51 9 60 40 9 68 
Holdup robbers. 83 249 33 282 110 35 9 211 
Sneak thieves..} .... 3 3 
Totals....... 352 | s70 | 95 | 065 | 334 | 132 | \27 | 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Ca.irornia, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFoRNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District of CoLtumBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Froriwa, M1am1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Georcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cuicaco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Mornes.—609 Observatory Building. 

Louistana, New Orteans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLanp, BALTIMorE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuHusEtTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuHicaANn, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourt, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missouri, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New York, Burraro.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, NEw Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Outo, Crnctnnat1.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 

OrEGON, PorTLAND.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurRGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MeMPHIs.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 


ing. 

Texas, Datitas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, SAN Antonio.—Gunter Building. 

Urtan, Lake City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 

VirerniA, RicHMonD.—Virginia Railway and Power Building. 

WASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 
FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanapA, MonTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 


Vol. XVIII, No. 2 


| 
| 
| 
Assistant Cashier............ 
| | 
i 
| 


2 , AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


August, 1925 


Thieves Steal Blank Checks 


An exhibit showing how expertly this band of forgers can copy a genuine signature. 


On top are the real signatures and immediately 


under them are the forged signatures. 


T the present time our agents in New York City are 
contending with a dangerous band of operators, 
who have been burglarizing office buildings and 
wherever possible stealing blank checks and cancelled 

vouchers. With this important material in their possession, 
they have transferred the signatures from the stolen 
cancelled vouchers to the blank checks and have been suc- 
cessful in securing funds ranging from $600 to $1,000 on 
many of their checks. 

Their method of operation is such that the banks will 
be thrown off guard unless they examine closely the hand- 
writing which we have grouped to exhibit several specimens 
of their work. 

The dangerous part of their operations is that when the 
check is presented to the bank for payment, it is payable 
to Cash, Bearer, or Currency, and bears what purports 
to be the genuine indorsement of the maker as a guarantee 


“O. K.” appear either above or below the maker’s indorse- 
ment. This alone should be a warning that the check might 
be the work of the operators, as it is not generally custom- 
ary for a company to give this assurance of the genuineness 
of the check. 

As we must depend upon the bank employces to aid in 
causing the apprehension of the operators, it is requested 
that the officials of all member banks in New York City 
and vicinity insist that employees coming in contact with 
the public read, and give effect to this warning article. 

We are not giving a physical description of the operators 
due to the fact that in most instances innocent “tools” have 
been used to present the spurious checks for payment, the 
real criminals not coming in contact with the bank em- 
ployees. Until your depositors realize the importance 
of safeguarding their cancelled and blank checks, the 
forger will continue taking his ill gotten gains from un- 


that the check is genuine. 


In most instances the letters 


suspecting banks. 


Crook Scores as Labor Leader 


ETER W. MILLER (1775), alias 

Burke, who we believe to be the same 
operator described in our July, 1925, warn- 
ing as J. J. Manning (1760), is continuing 
to defraud merchants and banks over a wide 
territory. On July 6, as Peter W. Miller, 
he victimized a drug- 
gist in Providence, 
R. L, by negotiating 
a worthless check of 
$400 drawn on the 
Brotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Engineers 
—Cooperative Trust 


Company of New Pay To Tur 


York. On July 9 = 
the operator negoti- 
ated worthless 


check, purporting to 
be drawn on the 
Rhode Island Hos- 
pital Trust Company 
of Providence, which 
was stolen from the 
druggist and ac- 


cepted by a Sanford, Fla., bank in payment 
for Travelers Cheques. On July 20, again 
using the name of Peter W. Miller, and 
representing himself as Chairman of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, he 
negotiated another “Brotherhood” check for 


BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 
Qo-opERaTIVE TRUsT 


One of the checks drawn on the Brotherhood bank that Miller issued. Inserted in the 
lower left corner is a specimen of his signature. 


$750 at Chattanooga, Tenn. The operator 
is apparently familiar with the activities of 
labor organizations and apparently has a 
convincing knowledge of their officers, as 
well as those of other business and fraternal 
organizations, including those representing 
bankers. 

The criminal is de- 
scribed as follows: 
40 to 45 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 or 8 
inches tall, weight 
about 160 Ibs., high 
forehead, light blue 
or gray eyes, ruddy 
complexion, and 
usually clean sk-ven. 
He affects ine part 
of one high in the 
councils of labor. 
Miller impressed his 
victims as _ being 
Irish with a decided 
northern accent. 
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Bogus Draft Operator Apprehended 


Bo ey the past four or five months 
H. W. ANDERSON, alias William 
Bowen (1614), has cut a wide path with 
bogus cashier’s checks purporting to have 
been issued by the United States National 
Bank, Vancouver, Wash., against their sup- 
posed account with the Hanover National 
Bank, New York, N. Y. He has made 
several trips across the continent leaving 
numerous victims behind, a few being 
banks. 

During the operator’s extensive travels, 
our agents were also active, endeavoring to 
cause his apprehension by means of special 
warnings and bulletins. 

Their efforts were finally rewarded on 
July 18 when their Memphis office caused 
the arrest of two suspects posing as Rodney 
Hoste and Charlotte (Sutherland) Hoste. 
In searching their effects, our agents found 


Checks it 


Alexander Baker 


Ladies’ and Gentiomen’s Tailor 


Boston, . 


é 


in Green Ink 


five hundred fake cashier’s checks of the 
First National Bank, Hardin, Mont., pur- 
porting to be drawn against their account 
at the National Park Bank, New York, N. 
Y. Our records show that the operator had 
just started using these checks believing 
that he had thoroughly advertised the Van- 
couver bank. 

Bank books on Iowa, California, Texas 
and Canadian banks were also recovered. 

Warnings against the operations of these 
crooks have been published in the JouRNAL 
supplement and we call attention to article 
No. 1614 appearing in the May, 1925, issue. 
It is requested that all interested members 
immediately communicate with the Mem- 
phis police through their local police, re- 
questing that the operators be held for 
them. 


Passed Again 


One of the bogus checks that Morgan passed in New England. 


OHN S. BROWN (1726) with numerous 

aliases but better known to our readers 
as Herbert Watzler, alias Chas. A. Morgan, 
is continuing merrily on his way finding 
numerous victims in New England with his 
bogus stolen checks. Several warning no- 
tices have been published in the JouRNAL 
supplement but from the way he is con- 
tinuing his operations it is apparent that our 
danger signals have not registered. 

Of late Brown, alias Watzler, is travel- 


ing through the New England States gen- 
erally issuing bogus checks printed in green 
ink purporting to be those of Alexander 
Baker, ladies’ and gentlemen’s tailor, Bos- 
ton, Mass. These checks are drawn against 
the New England National Bank of Bos- 
ton, Mass., and when presented invariably 
bear the forged signature of a reputable 
merchant or resident of the city in which 
he is operating. 


Bogus Cashier’s Checks 


OWARD SALLINGER (1776), alias 

Oscar Schmidt, has cast his lot with 
the gentry that are making a fair living by 
circulating bogus cashier’s drafts. So long 
as irresponsible printing shops continue to 
accept orders from unknown individuals 
for checks of any kind, without first veri- 
fying the genuineness of the order, we will 
be confronted with fraudulent transactions 
of this nature. 

It is, therefore, again suggested that a 
closer watch be kept over the customer’s 
deposits for cashier’s drafts and that they 
be thoroughly examined in hopes of finding 
bogus checks, thereby nipping the operator 
in the early stages of his game. 

Sallinger is using a draft of the Con- 


tinental National Bank, Los Angeles, Cal., 
drawn against the American Exchange Na- 
tional Bank, New York, N. Y. 

He is described as 35 years of age; 5 feet 
7 inches tall; weighs 160 pounds; stocky 
build; has dark eyes and dark brown hair; 
there is a noticeable space between two of 
his upper front teeth. 


Interim Certificate Stolen 


In the burglary of a member bank at 
Shullsburg, Wis., an Interim Certificate of 


Morris F. Fox & Co., 437 East Water 
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Street, Milwaukee, Wis., was stolen. It is 
numbered C4893, evidencing $1,000 par 
value OHIO PUBLIC SERVICE COM- 
PANY, First Mortgage and Refunding, 5 
per cent Bond due September 1, 1954 issued 
in the name of H. J. Kuelling. 

The Interim Certificate is probably in- 
dorsed and any presentation will be that of 
stolen property. 


Warnings 


CHARLES ALLEN (1777) has in some 
manner secured a batch of blank checks 
drawn on the United Bank and Trust Com- 
pany, Fresno, Cal., and is putting them to 
good usage. He is described as 33 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 180 pounds, 
heavy build, dark hair. 


CHARLES ANDERSON (1778), alias 
Charles Burton. The National Iron Bank 
of Pottstown, Pa., has advised us that An- 
derson, alias Burton, is opening accounts in 
Pennsylvania cities, using their checks for 
the initial deposit. We are without a de- 
scription of the operator. 


EDWARD BAUMAN (colored) (1779) 
is passing checks stolen from the book of a 
customer of a member bank in Los Angeles. 
Bauman was a general handy man in the 
depositor’s neighborhood and while engaged 
upon household duties for the bank’s cus- 
tomer, took advantage of the opportunity 
presented and experienced little difficulty in 
obtaining funds on the check. He is 30 
years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 160 
pounds, medium build, brown skin. 


O. H. BENTLEY (1780). By securing 
an introduction to a member bank of De- 
troit through one of its customers, Bent- 
ley was successful in securing funds on a 
check drawn on the First National Bank, 
Monroe, Mich. The check appeared to be 
certified, but was eventually returned 
marked “bogus,” due to the fact that the 
certification was a forgery and no account 
was carried at the institution. The bank is 
protected against loss, due to the fact that 
it used due precaution and obtained the 
signature of ‘its customer before accom- 
modating this stranger. 


FRED BICKEL (1781) who some time 
ago operated with forged checks quite ex- 
tensively in the vicinity of Lyndhurst, N. J., 
is at work again. He recently passed a 
forged check drawn on the First National 


Bank at Lyndhurst, N. J., and it is said he 
is now operating in the South. 
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G. C. BLOOM (1782) is issuing bogus 
drafts against the Wells Fargo Bank and 
Union Trust Company, San _ Francisco. 
When last heard from he was in the vicin- 
ity of Spokane, Wash. 


party working under the name of 
DONALD A. BRADY (1783) with aliases 
of John C. Brennan, alias W. H. Bennett, 
has stolen a check book of the Equitable 
Trust Company, Atlantic City, N. J. (gray 
colored checks) and is issuing worthless 
checks signed with the above mentioned 
names. The checks are sometimes marked 
“Personal” or “Special Account.” His late 
victims are merchants in the vicinity of 
Cleveland, Detroit and St. Louis, and the 
Statler Hotels in the West, also Kansas 
City. 

A party who was fleeced with one of these 
checks describes the operator as about 5 
feet 4 inches tall, 140 pounds, smooth faced, 
light complexion, and a very neat dresser. 


LUTHER M. BRANDT (1784) is work- 
ing with bogus certified checks, having 
used one drawn on the First National Bank, 
Wallingford, Conn., the certification being 
a forgery. It would be well to closely ex- 
amine all certification checks, as it is quite 


probable this operator will endeavor to op- 


erate elsewhere. 


LOUIS CHAVEZ (1785) defrauded a 
customer of a bank located at Snoqualmie, 
Wash., with a bogus check drawn on the 
National Bank of Commerce of Seattle. 
It is reported that the operator is in 
the vicinity of Rock Springs, Wyo., there- 
fore, banks in that section would do well to 
be on the alert for this operator who might 
attempt to defraud one of their customers. 


W. C. COATES (1786) is causing a 
member bank in Frederick, Md., consider- 
able trouble owing to his activities in writ- 
ing checks against insufficient funds. He 
also is endeavoring to convince the bank 
that his account is in good standing. How- 
ever, the bank contends otherwise and is 
returning his checks as they come in. The 
checks in question are drawn on the Fred- 
erick County National Bank, Frederick, 
Md. 

W. M. COLLIER (1787), a cattle buyer 
supposedly of Omaha, Neb., purchased 
cattle from customers of a Calico, Ark., 
bank, paying for same with checks. He was 
permitted to immediately ship the cattle, 
with the result that the farmers sustained 
losses, as the checks were returned unpaid. 


In a recent burglary of the McDougal 
Plumbing Company of Little Rock, Ark., 
blank checks were stolen bearing Nos. 3939 
to 3953, inclusive. Forgers have negotiated 
several of these checks among Pine Bluff, 
Ark., merchants and banks, all being made 
and indorsed to the order of JAMES COR- 
NEY (1788), but using incorrect initials 
of the payor. 


GEORGE DUMITER, lias George 
Mari (1789), has been opening accounts 
with checks drawn on various banks. In 
one instance, he posed as a real estate op- 
erator and used a check drawn on the 
Mack and Fisher Branch of the Wayne 
County and Home Savings Bank, Detroit. 
The checks have been returned as bogus. 
Dumiter is described as 50 years of age, 5 
feet 4 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds; is a 
Greek or Italian. 


RAY FARNHAM (1790), alias George 
H. Farnham, has in some manner secured 
possession of checks drawn on the Floral 
Park Bank, Floral Park, N. Y., and is 
operating with same in the northern part of 
New York State. These checks are all 
drawn against an account that does not exist 
and consequently are being returned by the 
interested bank. 


ANTONIO GAGLIARDI (1791). This 
operator stole checks from friends of his in 
the Italian section of New Kensington, Pa., 
and, after forging the signatures to the 
checks, he experienced little difficulty in se- 
curing the funds represented on same as he 
was well known to employees of this bank. 

Gagliardi is described as 19 years of age, 
looks about 25, 5 feet 3 inches tall, weighs 
150 to 160 pounds, stout build, round face, 
dark olive complexion, red cheeks; notice- 
able black squinty eyes; black hair; pug 
nose; very faint black mustache; speaks very 
little English; has a tattoo design on his left 
forearm; when he disappeared from the 
vicinity he was driving a Ford coupe ac- 
companied by a negro. 


Contain 


DAVID F. GOBLE (1792) opened an 
account with a Santa Fe, N. M., bank using 
a check drawn on the Commercial Trust 
Company, Kansas City, Mo. The de- 
pository bank refused to advance funds 
against the item before collection, and con- 
sequently were saved a loss as the check 
was returned marked “fraud.” 

Goble is described as a young man, 5 
feet 4 inches tall, weighs 130 pounds; 
wears tortoise shell glasses; poses as an 
advertising man. He endeavors to be 
friendly with the tellers and endeavors to 
rent a safety deposit box, claiming that 
his parents would need one, as they were 
joining him. 


LOauk F 


MARY GODDETTE (1793), alias Susie 
G. Hehl, alias Mildred Olsen is passing 
worthless checks drawn on the Peninsular 
State Bank, Woodward-Hazelwood Branch, 
Detroit. She is also using checks of the 
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Peoples State Bank of the same city. Her 
victims so far have been merchants and 
hotel people. She seems to specialize on 
lingerie houses. At the time of reporting 
this matter the bank failed to supply us 
with a description of the operator. 


Ht She 


Big Scale Operator 


V. GRANGER (1794) is a man that 
believes in dealing in large figures in 
hopes of securing a small sum as an advance 
against the item before same is collected. 
Recently Granger appeared in Woodbury, 
N. J., and opened an account with a mem- 
ber bank in that town, depositing a draft for 
$59,280, drawn on the First National Bank 
of Seattle. He later increased his account 
with a check for $9,300, drawn on the First 
State Bank of Houston, Tex. 

Having completed his business he was 
given a check book and is now enjoying 
himself with the proceeds of his checks as 
he seems to have little difficulty in getting 
the merchants in the vicinity to honor same. 
These checks, of course, are being returned 
to the victims due to the fact that the initial 
deposits proved to be bogus. Granger is 
described as 60 years of age, 6 feet tall, 200 
pounds, good build, gray hair, medium com- 
plexion, blue eyes; has a small stubby 
mustache and goatee mixed with gray. 


JAMES HARDESTY (Colored) (1795), 
alias James Hagerty, has had printed checks 
drawn on the Pioneer Trust Company, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., purporting to be issued by 
the Thurston Engineering and Construc- 
tion Company. He is issuing these checks 
to merchants. The operator is described as 
28 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 150 
pounds, smooth shaven, neat dresser; quiet 
manner. 


Alexander Karachoon 


ALEXANDER KARACHOON (1796), 
after residing nine years in one locality 
and gaining a reputation of being strictly 
honest and prompt in payment of all bills, 
surprised many friends and secured funds 
on a bogus check from a bank located at 
Pewaukee, Wis. Inasmuch as he might try 
his operations elsewhere, we are reproduc- 
ing a photograph of this individual and a 
specimen of his writing. We would suggest 
that our readers familiarize themselves with 


same. 
Karachoon is described as 29 years of age, 

5 feet 8 inches tall, 155 pounds, brown hair, 

dark complexion; is a Russian by nation- 
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ality; scar over left eye; speaks slow but 
quite distinctly and gives the impression 
that he is doing so to overcome his foreign 
accent; walks quite erect with shoulders 
thrown back. 


FRANK J. KERNS (1797), alias George 
MacGlue, presented a certified check for 
$1,800 drawn on the Springfield Avenue 
Trust Company, Newark, N. J., at the Na- 
tional Bank of Arizona, Phoenix, Ariz., 
which was indorsed by his employer, man- 
ager of the Arizona Club. Later it was 
discovered to be worthless, there being no 
such account, the certification being fraudu- 
lent. MacGlue left Phoenix on June 26, 
presumably with his wife, who has an arti- 
ficial left leg and walks with a slight limp. 
It is possible that MacGlue or his wife will 
go to some firm in California that supplies 
artificial limbs. 

It is reported by the National Bank of 
Arizona, that MacGlue has in his possession 
. a similar check for $500. He is described 
as an American, 38 to 40 years of age, 
about 6 feet 2 inches tall, weighs about 150 
pounds, gray eyes, black hair, streaked with 
gray, sallow complexion, smooth shaven, 
slender build, married; speaks with a de- 
cided New England accent, large mouth, 
nose flat; neat dresser, good talker, good 
education and efficient clerk. 
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dark complexion, and while residing in 
Bangor drove a Ford sedan. 


PAUL LELAND (1800), posing as a so- 
licitor of subscriptions to the Trade Peri- 
odical Service of New York City, is negoti- 
ating good checks of subscribers in Ohio 
and Indiana. The operator has presented 
these checks to the drawee bank and_ ob- 
tained cash by indorsing the publisher’s 
name without authority. Leland is de- 
scribed as slender, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, 
dark eyes and hair, well dressed, of a 
“sheik” type with thick lips. 


C. A. MASON (1801). Posing as a rep- 
resentative of Drake, Riley and Thomas, 
well known dealers in stocks and bonds of 
Los Angeles, Mason called on a member 
bank at Salt Lake City and endeavored to 
interest one of the officials in the sale of 
certain bonds. After closing his sales talk, 
he induced the official to honor a draft 
drawn against the Los Angeles firm. This 
draft was returned unpaid with advice that 
Mason had been following this procedure 
for some time. Mason is described as 50 
years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 140 pounds, 
brown hair, medium complexion, blue eyes; 
very well dressed and apparently well 
versed in the bond market. 


A fraudulent certified check that Kerns presented. 


WALTER KUNTZ (1798), alias J. Cul- 
ver, is presenting checks bearing bogus cer- 
tifications. The operator is at present work- 
ing in California, presenting checks drawn on 
the Morristown Trust Company at Morris- 
town, N. J. His last operation took place 
in San Francisco with a member bank. The 
check was presented by a party who had an 
account with the bank and was returned by 
the Morristown bank through the clearings. 


C. R. LEEMAN (1799) recently opened 
an account with the_Merchants National Bank 
of Bangor, Me., and secured a check book 
of that institution. Since that time, Leeman 
has been traveling about the New England 
states, opening accounts with checks drawn 
on the Bangor bank. He was heard from 
last at New London. Conn. He is described 
as 35 to 40 years of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, mediuwin build, 


J. C. McCALL (1802), alias F. LeRoy 
Meyo, defrauded a member bank at Haigler, 
Neb., through securing funds on a check 
which had been raised from a small sum to 
$20. The bank in question honored this 
check as same was received through the 
clearings and did not discover its loss un- 
til some time later. 


A party signing the name J. H. MOORE 
(1804) to worthless checks has been reported 
by a member bank of Piedmont, Kan. 
These checks drawn on the Piedmont State 
Bank, Piedmont, Kan., range from $4 to 
$20 and have been presented to garages and 
filling stations in Missouri, Arkansas, IIli- 
nois, Iowa and Nebraska. 


RALPH D. NORMAN (1805) is issuing 
checks drawn on the Caldwell National 
Bank, Caldwell, N. J., which are being re- 


turned marked “No Account.” His usual 
practice is to open accounts with checks 
drawn on this bank. In this manner, he gets 
possession of the check books of the inter- 
ested bank. After securing these books he 
generally floods the neighborhood with 
bogus checks, the victims in all instances 
being local merchants. At this time he no 
doubt is using checks drawn on the Wash- 
ington Trust Company, Westerly, R. L., as it 
is understood that he has a check book of 
this bank in ‘his possession. 


A 300 Lb. Crook 


WAYNE D. “TINY” PARKINSON 
(1806) is cashing checks to his order on the 
Bank of Topeka, Kan., signed W. M. 
Parkinson, who is said to be his father. 
“Tiny,” who gives his age as twenty years, 
is on parole from the Kansas State Re- 
formatory, and is reported to have left a 
trail of bad checks and crooked transactions 
behind him from Kansas. He claims that 
his father is president of a western rail- 
road and that he is traveling east in a Ford 
to visit relatives. 

He carries a number of cards showing his 
former connection with the Real Silk 
Hosiery Mills, Indianapolis, Ind., with an 
office in the Fourth National Bank Building, 
Wichita, Kan. He also carries cards in the 
Order of Demolay, an order for boys be- 
tween sixteen and twenty-one years of age, 
but is said to have been suspended from that 
order. He seeks local officers of this order 
and endeavors to raise money through them. 
He also draws checks on the Fourth Na- 
tional Bank of Wichita, Kan. 

When last seen he was passing through 
Bethlehem, Penna., on June 5. Parkinson 
is described as 20 years of age, weighs 300 
pounds, is about 6 feet tall; awkward in his 
movements, boyish in manner, but manly in 
his conversation, which is decidedly western. 


A Dusky Swindler 


ARTHUR J. PAYNE (1807) a negro, 
is operating against banks, and is supposedly 
traveling east from California en route to 
Kansas City, Mo. He claims to have 
formerly been in the automobile repair busi- 
ness in Kansas City, and lately in Indian- 
apolis. He gives names of. reputable busi- 
ness people in Kansas City for references. 
He follows the age old game of depositing 
a check drawn on a non-existent bank for 
collection, stating he expects to make his 
residence in the town for a period of six 
months or so, owing to his wife’s health 
condition. The next day he calls at the 
bank and states that he intends renting a 
home and draws against the worthless ac- 
count. 

Should you run across this operator, have 
him held and notify this association or the 
sheriff at East Las Vegas, N. Mex. He is 
a man of 35 years of age, very dark with 
protuberant lips, weighs about 155 pounds 
and is about 5 feet 8 or 9 inches in height; 
he is a very good talker, using the best of 
English and a neat dresser. 
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The Printed Check Game Works 


_LEDERLE ANTITOXIN: LABORATORIES 


NEW 


PAY tous: vere CENTS GO 


= TRE ORDER OF 


ap 


TO THE 
4 NEW YORK TRUST COMPANY 


CHECK 
pate 
$8.60 


LEDERLE 


A small check presented by Miller. 


RANK L. MILLER (1803) alias N. L. 

Donaldson has had printed by some un- 
scrupulous printing establishment checks 
drawn on the New York Trust Company, 
New York, N. Y., purporting to be issued by 
the Lederle Antitoxin Laboratories. In his 
transactions Miller has defrauded various 
merchants, his checks ranging from $8 to 
$16. These checks are all being returned 
as the concern in question does not carry 
an account with the New York Trust Com- 


pany. 


The Disappearing Porters 


M. O. and F. E. PORTER (1808), 
father and son, engaged in farming near 
Benedict, Kan., defrauded a member bank 
of that town by disposing of mortgaged 
property and disappearing. They no doubt 
will be found working on public works in 
some locality. 

M. O. Porter, the father, is about 55 years 
of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs about 
165 pounds, stoop shouldered, dark com- 
plexion, and a typical farmer type. 

F. E. Porter, the son, is a man about 
28 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 
170 pounds, dark complexion; stands erect. 

When disappearing from Benedict they 
drove an old Ford car. We are reproducing 
below, a specimen of their writing. 


E Ce 


KARE O. REID (1809) representing 
himself to be a friend of W. W. Scott, 
State Law Librarian, Richmond, who spends 
his week ends at Gordonsville, Va. pre- 
sented a check to a Gordonsville, Va., mem- 
ber, on which he forged the indorsement of 
W. W. Scott. The check was drawn on the 
Central National Bank, Richmond. He was 
not permitted to draw against the uncol- 
lected item. He is described as being about 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs about 135 pounds, 


Miller has used the following aliases: 
T. J. Lynch, alias D. W. Douglas, alias 
H. H. Harrison. The bank in reporting the 
matter to us was unable to supply us with 
a description of the operator. Consequently, 
the only way to stop this man’s activities 
is to watch for these checks in the deposits 
of your customers, thereby permitting your 
customer to take immediate action and cause 
the operator’s arrest before he has left the 
community. 


clean shaven; well dressed; wore dark suit 
and straw hat; was of pleasant address. 


M. T. ROGERS (1810) supposedly from 
Blytheville, Ark., who is evidently an old 
hand at cashing worthless drafts, drew two 
small drafts on the First National Bank, 
Blytheville, Ark., payable to the Stanton 
Bank, Stanton, Tenn. He also passed a 
number of drafts on Stanton merchants. 
He is a laborer, having been employed with 
a highway surfacing crew. 

He is about 25 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs about 175 pounds, stands 
erect, blue eyes, prominent nose, red face, 
sandy hair; talks with a northern accent. 
When last seen was wearing a straw hat 
with a fancy band, and a medium gabardine 
suit; smokes a great deal and talks more. 
He claims to be a concrete man, and will 
probably seek employment as foreman for 
some construction or hard surfacing crew. 


GEORGE A. ROLLINS (1811) is issu- 
ing drafts drawn against the Security Bank 
and Trust Company of Memphis, Tenn., a 
non-existent institution. At one time, 
Rollins carried an account with this institu- 
tion but after the bank was closed in the 
fall of 1924 he started out drawing his 
worthless drafts. Some have come from 
Virginia and others from Colorado. In 
reporting this matter the liquidating agent 
of the bank was unable to supply us with 
any description of the operator. 


Rosenzweig Flees 


oe ROSENZWEIG (1812) a life in- 
surance agent well known in Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., was successful in securing 
funds on two forged notes held by a local 
bank. The bank sustaining the loss was en- 
tirely helpless so far as preventing the loss 
in question as Rosenzweig was very well 
known in the district and the apparent in- 
dorsers of the note were reputable business 
people. On the day of maturity the for- 
gery was discovered and when looking 
for Rosenzweig it was found that he had 
left the community. 

It is reported that Rosenzweig has fled 
to some South American country as he has 
been very anxious for several years to enter 
into some kind of business in one of the 
South American republics. The operator is 
described as 35 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, weighs 160 pounds, stout build, dark 
brown hair, blue eyes, slightly bald in 
front; full round face; thick lower lip; 
very loud talker. 


MYRTLE RUSHING (1813) alias Ruth 
Mae Russell was for some unknown reason 
successful in a very short period of having 
two checks drawn on the Bank of Commerce 
and Trust Company, Memphis, Tenn., 
honored by a bank in that city. These 
checks were eventually returned marked 
“No Account.” The operator is described 
as 19 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, 115 
pounds, light hair, blue eyes; when last seen 
wore a white and black leather hat, red 
dress, black crepe de chine coat. 


GEORGE SALING (1814), using nu- 
merous aliases, is “floating” checks in and 
about California, drawn on the Commercial 
Bank of Sanger, Cal. He has used the 
aliases of J. E. Stillinger, alias J. E. Baker, 
alias Walker. Before disappearing from 
Sanger, where he was employed by a local 
merchant, Saling forged his employer’s sig- 
nature to a small check and it was paid by 
the interested bank before they suspected 
anything wrong, he being known to them as 
an employee of the man whose signature was 
forged. The check in question purported to 
be issued by the Acala Cotton Growers, 
Tulare, Cal. The operator is 24 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs about 130 
pounds, reddish complexion and brown or 
reddish hair. 


ALBERT J. SCHMANDT (1815) 
forged the signature of his mother to a note 
thereby securing a loan from an Elizabeth, 
N. J., member bank. When the note fell 
due an attempt was made to coliect it, at 
which time the bank was informed of the 
forgery as the mother repudiated her sig- 
nature. The operator is described as 36 to 
37 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 
135 to 140 pounds, slender build, fair com- 
plexion, medium dark brown hair, medium 
brown eyes; very good dresser; bank clerk 
and teller by occupation. 


GEORGE L. SIMMONS (1816) opened 
an account with a Buffalo, N. Y., member 
bank with a check drawn on the Riggs Na- 
tional Bank, Washington, D. C. In opening 
this account he in the course of regular 
business was given a pass book and a book 
of checks. He is now operating in Buffalo 
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and vicinity very industriously and dispos- 
ing of checks against the Buffalo bank, 
who are returning the checks due to the 
fact that the one drawn on the Washington 
bank was bogus. The operator is described 
as 50 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
medium build, fairly thin faced, talks in 
slow, modulated tones. 


HARRY J. SMILES (1817). Due to 
the fact that Smiles was known to various 
officials of banks located in Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio, through former business connections, 
he experienced little difficulty in securing 
funds on a check drawn on the Holmesville 
Banking Company, Holmesville, Ohio. This 
check was later returned marked “Insuffi- 
cient Funds” with the result that the bank 
honoring same was defrauded through pay- 
ing out on an uncollected item. The 
operator, no doubt will try his “stunt” else- 
where and it is therefore suggested that 
our members be on the alert for him. 


A woman using the name ARLINE 
SMITH (1818), opened a savings account 
in a Milwaukee, Wis., bank with a small 
cash deposit. Among subsequent deposits 
a worthless check amounting to $132 drawn 
on the Franklin Bank of St. Louis, Mo., 
was accepted for collection. The diligent 
teller refused the depositor’s request for 
$100 before collection had been made and 
thereby prevented loss as the check was 
returned by the drawee bank marked “No 
Account.” 

The operator is described as 23 or 24 
years of age, 5 feet 3 or 4 inches tall, 
medium build, brunette, regular features, 
rather plain looking, and when last seen, 
wore a one piece dress. 


HENRY STOLLER (1819) claiming to 
be connected with the Capper Publications 
of Kansas, called upon a member bank of 
St. Louis, and presented a check drawn on 
the Albany Park National Bank of Chicago, 
purporting to have been issued by the 
Lawrence Bros. Service Station, Gasoline 
and Motor Oils, Chicago, and attempted to 
secure funds on same. The bank using due 
precaution refused to advance funds against 
the check in question with the result that 
they saved themselves a loss as the check 
was returned marked “Signature Incorrect.” 

Stoller is described as 28 years of age, 5 
feet 6 inches tall, 140 pounds, sallow com- 
plexion; wears tortoise shell glasses; had a 
very seedy appearance when appearing at 
the bank. 

W. D. STREETER (1820) alias Wil- 
liam Vandegrift, known in Los Angeles as 
Major Thompson, took advantage of his 
acquaintance with a local family, and while 
visiting their home, stole several blank 
checks and later forged the signature of his 
friends to checks drawn on the Redondo 
Savings Bank, Redondo Beach, Cal. He 
was successful in securing funds on these 
checks which he passed on merchants in 
Oregon, Washington and Arizona. 


Susman’s Scheme 


SAM SUSMAN (1921) is issuing bogus 
checks and using the following method: 
He enters a bank in an excited manner, and 
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goes straight to the paying teller’s window, 
and presents a check for payment. He 
states, however, he wants to make a deposit 
and is directed to the receiving teller. To 
this employee he explains that he has for- 
gotten his book, and asks for a certificate 
of deposit. He then returns to the teller’s 
window, and on the strength of the Certifi- 
cate of Deposit, the teller cashes a check. 
He has been operating in the vicinity of 
Detroit and Flint, Mich. 


R. F. WALKER (1822) is working in the 
Northwest with checks purporting to be 
certified, drawn on the Albany National 
Bank of Laramie, Wyo. The operator is 
described as 5 feet 9 inches tall, heavy build, 
smooth shaven and is decidedly tan. He has 
used the alias of James Hamers in some of 
his transactions. - 


JOHN LYLE WARNER (1823) is 
issuing checks of the Pacific Southwest 
Trust and Savings Bank, Hudson and 
Hollywood Branch, Los Angeles, Cal., and 
experiencing very little difficulty in having 
same honored as they are generally in small 
sums. This, coupled with the fact that the 
checks purport to be issued by the moving 
picture producer of the same name, cause 
the merchants to be taken off guard, thereby 
permitting the operator to make a respecta- 
ble living through these fraudulent transac- 
tions. The operator is described as 28 years 
of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 146 pounds; 
ruddy complexion; dark chestnut hair; light 
chestnut eyes. 


A number of checks were stolen from the 
M. & H. Screen Company of Alhambra, 
Cal., apparently by J. S. WATERS (1824), 
as several of these checks have come through 
the clearings bearing his name and were 
paid by the bank before the forgery was 
discovered. The operator is described as 35 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall; 175 
pounds; medium dark complexion. 


R. J. WELLINGTON (1825) former 
District Manager of the Double Service 
Clothing Company of Chicago, IIl., with 
offices in Butte, Mont., 6pened an account 
with a local bank and after establishing 
credit was successful in securing funds on a 
draft drawn on the Foreman National Bank 
of Chicago. He then disappeared from the 
community but not until he had left behind 
him numerous debts and unpaid salaries for 
his office employees. A warrant at the pres- 
ent time is in existence for Wellington’s 
arrest. 

Wellington is described as 40 years of age, 
6 feet 2 inches tall, 150 to 160 pounds, 
slender build; sharp pointed features; dark 
chestnut hair with a slight wave; slight 
crook to his nose; two gold crowned teeth; 
scar above right eyebrow; slightly stoop 
shouldered; chews cigars rather than smokes 
them. 


J. B. WELLS (1826). The Citizens State 
Bank of Marysville, Kan., has requested us 


to warn our members of the activities of 
Wells, who is traveling about the middle- 
western states issuing checks to garage men 
and restaurant keepers. So far the bank 
has returned about thirty-five checks. The 
operator is using a Ford in his travels. He 
is described as 26 to 27 years of age and 5 
feet 6 inches tall. 


C. H. WHITBECK (1828) operated with 
checks in and around Dayton, Ore. He was 
successful in defrauding a local bank, having 
been introduced to them through one of 
their reputable customers. Whitbeck is de- 
scribed as 58 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, 180 to 185 pounds, dark hair tinged with 
gray, dark mustache, first finger on right 
hand missing. 


An individual using the name of C. D. 
WILLIAMS (1829), alias W. B. Lohman, 
is issuing checks in the State of California 
drawn on the Pacific South West ‘Trust 
and Savings Bank, central office, Los Ange- 
les. Merchants are generally the victims; 
consequently banks should watch for these 
checks when presented to them by their cus- 
tomers for collection in hopes of bringing 
about this operator’s apprehension. 


MARGARET WILLOUGHBY (1827) 
alias Margarette Kogan is operating in Cali- 
fornia and the western states with bogus 
checks drawn on the Citizens National 
Bank, Baltimore. All victims are merchants 
and hotel men. As she seems to be well 
supplied with these checks, no doubt she will 
use them elsewhere. Consequently our mem- 
bers are requested to watch for same in the 
deposits of their customers. 


J. M. WILSON (1829) presented a draft 
for $250 to a San Antonio, Tex., bank, 
drawn on the Hibernia Bank and Trust 
Company of New Orleans, La. It was Wil- 
son’s desire to draw against the draft but 
the bank refused to advance the funds 
against an uncollected item. Wilson, know- 
ing that the institution had an account in 
the same name, took advantage of the situa- 
tion and, in the absence of the man who 
opened the account, led the bookkeeper to 
believe that he was the other Wilson and 
that the amount was intended for that Wil- 
son, with the result that he was able to se- 
cure a small advance. Wilson is described 
as 35 years of age, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, 
125 pounds, slender build, florid complexion, 
light hair, blue eyes; exceptionally long 
nose. 


FRANK WINTHERFORD (1830) alias 
D. B. Bottleman, is issuing bogus cashier’s 
checks drawn on the Bank of Douglas, 
Douglas, Ariz. The entire check is bogus. 


In most cases the amount is filled in with a 
Todd protectograph. In the lower left hand 
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corner are the words “Cashier’s Check,” 
signed by D. B. Bottleman, Assistant 
Cashier. The checks in question are pur- 
ported to be on the Super-Safety Insurance 
paper of the Todd Protectograph people. 
It also appears that the words “Super- 
Safety Insured Bank Check” have been put 
on by the operator. 


JOE F. YAMASHITA (1831), a Japa- 
anese working as a general “handy man” for 
a depositor of a Pasadena, Cal., bank, forged 
the depositor’s signature to a small check 
which was presented at the bank and hon- 
ored. The operator is described as 22 to 25 
years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 135 pounds, 
dark complexion. 

Cc. A. YOUNG (1832) attempted to de- 
fraud the First National Bank of Smith 
Center, Kan., with checks to which he 
forged the signature of one of their de- 
positors, and which he cashed with local 
merchants. He is described as 50 years of 
age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 200 pounds, 
dark complexion, black hair edged with 
gray. 

E. ZALTZER (1833), alias S. Becker, 
has resorted to the time-worn practice of 
check kiting to make a living. He cpened 
accounts in three different banks in Wash- 
ington, D. C., and kept the accounts very 
active by numerous deposits and withdraw- 
als. Finally, having gained the confidence of 
the various banks, he was successful in se- 
curing funds against one of the accounts 
after same had been closed out. He is de- 
scribed as 40 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, 140 pounds, sallow complexion, thin 
face, hair gray on temples, stutters. 


Lost Letter of Credit 


The American Numbering Machine Com- 
pany of Brooklyn, N. Y., has reported the 
loss of the following described Letter of 
Credit: 

Issued by the Union Bank of Australia, 
Ltd., Sydney, Australia, No. 410, in favor of 
the American Numbering Machine Co., on 
the account of Spicer and Costello for ap- 
proximately $400. 

Should this credit be presented for pay- 
ment the above mentioned company or this 
department should be notified. 


Bonds and Coupons Stolen 


The W. E. Pruden Hardware Company 
of New York City was recently burglarized 
and bonds and coupons listed below were 
stolen : 

Southwestern Bell Telepone Co. M-32294 and 

M-32295 


2 paps No. 3 for $25 each payable August 


Hudson & nites R.R. Company M-12635, 
M-1591 and M-578 


3 Pongese No. 25 ved $25 each payable August 
Edison Company Nos. 2844, 2845, 
3 Capone No. 4 for $30 each payable July 1, 


St. Paul Gas Lieht Company M-651 and M-172 
2 — No, 7 for $30 each payable July 1, 


Company Nos. 1421, 1422, and 


3 Coupons No. 41 for $25 each payable July 1, 
a pay July 


Anaconda Copper & Mining Capers First Con. 
Mortgage, No. 31781, No. 30178 


2 que No. 5 for $30 oe os August 1, 


Kansas R.R. Company, No. 
26683 and No. 
2 copes 3 No, 7 yoy ‘oes each payable July 1, 


Viggieis Western Power Company, M-1489 and 
-1490 
2 Cups No. 4 for $30 each payable July 1, 


A number of paid and matured bond cou- 
pons, were also stolen with the above securi- 
ties and were payable at the office of the 
W. E. Pruden Hardware Company but were 
not stamped “Paid” or “Cancelled.” 

These are listed as follows: 


B-No, 1 up to and including B-No. 13. Coupon 
numbers No. 1 up to and including No. 18. 


C-No. 1 up to and including C-No. 39. Coupon 
numbers No. 1 up to and including No. 6. 


Matured and cancelled bonds and_ coupons. 
Numbers A-1 up to and including A-50. 
These matured in 1922. 


REMOVALS OMITTED 


UE to the lack of space, we are omitting 

from this issue the detailed list of 
cases disposed of during May, June and 
July, 1925. As a matter of record, the num- 
ber of criminals reported under “Disposi- 
tions” for the three months follow: 


69 
10 
Holdup Robberies ........... 49 
Total 128 
Forgers 
BAUMAN, EDWARD (Colored)—June 


27, at Los Angeles. 

BELSON, EDWARD—June 11, at Chi- 
cago. 

BROOKS, H. C.—June, at Pittsburgh. 

GAMPLE, HOWARD—June 12, at Pitts- 
burgh. 

GRIMES, W. W.—June 4, at Boston. 


HARPEL, DR. J. L.—June 24, at Compton, 
Cal. 


HARPER, RICHARD (Colored)—May 
16, at Detroit. 

HILL, LOUIS A.—June 27, at Cincinnati. 

IDE, HARRY—June 18, at San Francisco. 

KARR, LYLE S.—June 13, at Nampa. 

MEEK, EMMETT—June 18, at San An- 
tonio. 


MOORE, R. C.—June 9, at Tulsa. 

NELLIST, MRS. ELLA—June 13, at Chi- 
cago. 

NEWTON, LEONARD L.—Re-arrested 
June 4, at Latah, Wash. 

RAMERIZ, MRS. JOHN—June 11, at San 
Francisco. 

SCARDAFIELD, TED—June 12, at Pitts- 
burgh. 

SHENKMAN, MAS—June 9, at New 
York. 


SWISHER, FRANK (Colored)—June 23, 
at Memphis. 

THOMAS, G. L—July 14, at Sallisaw, 
Okla. 

TODD, JOSEPH—June 12, at Pittsburgh. 


Hold-ups 


BRADLEY, JOE CLAYTON-—June 7, at 
Drumright, Okla. 

BURCHFIELD, JOHN—June 11, at Ben- 
tonville, Ark. 

CLARK, TYRE—June 15, at Claremore, 
Okla. 

COVER, JOHN—July 1, 
Okla. 

DOYLE, D. W.—July 3, at Beatty, Nev. 


GEBHART, MORRILL E.—July 9, at 
Kansas City, Mo. 
JEWELL, BOYD—June 11, 
ville, Ark. 


JONES, GEORGE—Killed June 5, at Bo- 
thell, Wash. 


KILBOURN, ALVA R.—June 7, at Port- 
land, Ore. 

McCARTHY, CLINTON—June 29, at 
San Jose, Cal. 

McDONALD, ELVA—June 15, at Clare- 
more, Okla. 


McGOWAN, WM. E.—June 13, at Gol- 
conda, 


POLLOCK, JAMES—Killed June 5, at 
. Bothell, Wash. 


SMITH, JACK LUTE—July 
mento, Cal. 


SNOW, R. D.—June 6, at Seneca, Kan. 
STONE, WM.—June 13, at Smithland, Ky. 


THOMAS, EARL—July 12, at Denver, 
Colo. 


THOMASEN, JOYCE D.—July 1, at Van- 
couver, Wash. 


at Okmulgee, 


at Benton- 


7, at Sacra- 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests 
Awaiting|Reported} Arrests 
Trial Since 


Dis- |Fugitive, 


31, 1024 | 
Forgers........ 207 320 20 
Burglars....... 62 60 
Holdup robbers.| 83 282 18 
Sneak thieves..| .... 3 


ae | 352 665 38 


Total Con- | charged |Escaped,|Awaiting 

victed | or Ac- | Insane | Trial 
auitted | or Died 

340 213 95 13 226 
60 42 10 5 65 
300 | 122 42 12 207 
3 3 
703 377 147 30 501 
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Are Invaluable. 


Old Crimes 
But 
New Ways 


CatirorniA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CauirorniA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

CoLorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District oF CoLUMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fioripa, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Georcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

CH1cAco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Mornes.—609 Observatory Building. 

Lourstana, NEw Or.eans.—930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryLanp, BALtiMorE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuHuseEtTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuicANn, Detroir—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourt, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St>Lours.—Railway Exchange Building. 

| New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Onto, CrnctnnaTI.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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SECTION TWO 


Carefully Handled and Distributed to Give Full Effect to the Prevention of Loss, These Warnings 
Careless Handling or Filing Defeats Our Policy of Crime PRE- 
VENTION as Contrasted with the Slow and Doubtful Results of DETECTION. 


Bankers Association 


Contents Noted by 
Vice-President .......... 
Assistant Cashier.......... 
Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Out0, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 

OrEGON, PorTLAND.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 

TENNESSEE, Mempuis.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Build- 
ing. 

Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, SAN Antonio.—Gunter Building. 

Urtag, Lake City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 

Vircinia, RicHMonpD.—Virginia Railway and Power Building. 

WaASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CANADA, MoNTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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d Crimes But New Ways 


INCE the advent of prohibition, new 

forms of crime have been introduced. 

Not necessarily more crime, but new 

ideas have supplanted worn-out 
schemes. Much has been told of the boot- 
legger receiving counterfeit money in pay- 
ment of a cargo or smaller delivery of 
liquor. Also of hijacking and various other 
means of accumulating money in a manner 
neither approved by the law nor by society 
in general. 

Usually such depredations are settled by 
the lawless hordes in their own way, since 
they cannot appeal to the law for assistance 
in prosecuting those offending them. Their 
own interests will not permit it, and the law 
won't condone their infractions of every 
standard of government. Bearing these facts 
in mind. it is only reasonable to conclude 
that unsuspecting persons are often the in- 
nocent victims of these law-breakers, and 
not always in a direct way. It is the indi- 
rect way that should prove of interest to 
banks, because very often they become the 
victims. For the present one form of crime 
causing banks losses will be explained. Sur- 


prising as it may seem, the nature of it is 
forgery—or maybe it is not. That is the 
point. 


RECENT crime of this new class was 

committed in New York and resulted in 
a heavy loss to a New York bank. The 
manner in which it was executed is inter- 
esting, if not instructive, toward the end 
of increasing precaution against such depre- 
dations. 

A trafficker of liquor bought a cashier’s 
check in a small sum from an out-of-town 
bank. Like most of the small outlying 
banks, this one had for its depository a 
large New York bank through which such 
checks were payable. A forgery of the 
signatures on the small cashier’s check was 
then made on another check (cashier type), 
a duplicate of the one purchased. The 
amount inserted in the forged instrument 
ran into the thousands of dollars. It was 
then negotiated by first having it indorsed 
with the name of the payee, a non-existent 
person and next by the one cashing it. In- 
stead of running the check through the 
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bank, the cashier called on a reliable broker- 
age concern and purchased Liberty bonds. 
Before delivering the bonds, however, the 
brokerage concern had one of its repre- 
sentatives go to the depository, where, after 
the check was presented, it was readily 
certified, the forgery being so good the in- 
strument was taken for genuine. 


HEN the crime was discovered an 
investigation was quickly made, and 
the man who presented the check at the 
brokerage office was apprehended. He de- 
nied forging the instrument, and an ex- 
amination of the handwriting bore him out 
on that. He claimed the first indorser was 
a bootlegger with whom he had some busi- 
ness dealings and had received the check 
in payment of a load of liquor, and that 
he did not know where that man could now 
be found. There was no way of incrimi- 
nating the man in custody on this particu- 
lar check. 
In conclusion the bank lost, it having cer- 
tified the spurious instrument. 


A Long Career of Crime 


HILE yet not much more than a boy, 

THOMAS J. McCARTHY, a rather 
dapper youth, too, ran afoul of the law for 
the first time when apprehended following 
an attempt at practicing the badger game. 
That was on Dec. 6, 1900. Since then he 
has shown by his record that he has few 
equals from a standpoint of versatility. His 
paramount accomplishment, however, was 
the practice of forging signatures. But his 
success proved a veritable Waterloo. After 
playing the badger game, trying blackmail, 
attempting extortion and always experi- 
menting with other people’s signatures from 
the beginning, McCarthy has now started 
to serve eight years’ imprisonment for some 
of his latest deeds. 

Our agents with the cooperation of the 
local authorities arrested McCarthy on June 
25, in New York City. As fast as Mc- 
Carthy gave alibis our agents and the police 
produced contradictory evidence which ul- 
timately showed McCarthy up in his true 
character and earned for him the sentence 
imposed on him. His sentence removed 
from the field of criminals preying upon 
banks one of its most dangerous members. 


McCarthy’s complete criminal record follows: 


On December 6, 1900, McCarthy was arrested by 
the New York police while engaged in a badger 
game, Present records do not indicate the disposi- 
tion made of his case, but on February 16, 1901, he 
was again arrested at New York on a grand lar- 
ceny charge, and was sentenced to ten years in the 
Elmira Reformatory. He did not serve his com- 
plete term, however, and on December 5, 1905, 
posing as Thomas Brown, he was arrested again, 
this time in Jersey City. On the following January 
18, he was sentenced to six months’ incarceration 
in the Hudson County Penitentiary for grand 
larceny. 

Following his release, he returned to New York 
where, as Thomas McCarthy on November 11, 1906, 


Judge Greenbaum sentenced him to a nine year 
term in Sing Sing Prison. November 20, 1914, 
found McCarthy again under arrest on a petit 
larceny charge for which he was sentenced on 
November 27, 1914, to one year in the penitentiary 
and fined $500. 

McCarthy was apprehended for tampering with 
Post Office money orders on April 10, 1916. He 
spent one day in the custody of a U. S. Marshal. 

From 1916, he seems to have kept clear of the 
police until July 6, 1922, when as Thomas J. Nor- 
man, he was arrested for practising a confidence 
game for which he was sentenced on February 7, 
1923, to serve two to three years in State Prison. 
He was released on appeal. 


August 8, 1923, he was again arrested for forgery 
at New York, but was acquitted. However, in a 


Thomas J. McCarthy 


short time, more specifically speaking, October 9, 
1923, he was arraigned before Magistrate Miller, in 
Queens, for attempted extortion, but was later 
ischarged. 
August 9, 1924, marked the date of his arrest _in 
Philadelphia, Pa., as a fugitive from justice. (He 
was wanted for blackmail at Mays Landing, New 
Jersey.) Later, on October 15, 1924, he was arrested 
at Boston on a conspiracy charge. He was con- 
victed and later released on a “Writ of Appeal. 
On June 25, 1925, at New York City, he was 
arrested on a forgery charge. The charge was dis- 
missed but his rearrest immediately followed since 
an indictment had been returned by the Grand 
Jury. The charge on the latter occasion was for- 
gery in the second degree. Judge Tally, after a 


plea of guilty on one charge, imposed a sentence 
of eight years at Sing Sing. 


McCarthy will have to stand trial for four 


superseding indictments. He will be heard 
on them during the October term. 

It is highly probable McCarthy will be 
convicted on the superseding indictments, and 
that he will be sentenced to a term so long 
he will be forever removed from the possi- 
bility of gathering in more ill-gotten gain. 


A Pointer on Notes 
DEPOSITOR of a New York bank 


borrowed some money from a friend or 
business acquaintance. In lieu of the cash 
received a note was tendered by the deposi- 
tor in the customary way, and on it he des- 
ignated his own bank as the place of pay- 
ment. Through the regular channels this 
note ultimately found its way back to the 
depositor’s bank on or before its maturity 
date and was paid.. 

A short time afterward, a second note 
was received at the depositor’s bank, simi- 
lar in every respect to the first one, except 
the amount was larger. Its aspect of genu- 
ineness caused the bank to pay on it as they 
did on the first note. The depositor did not 
agree with the bank’s action in paying the 
second note, because he claimed that he 
never issued two notes and branded the sec- 
ond one a forgery. 

Obviously, a bank’s only protection in mat- 
ters of this kind lies in the precaution with- 
in their province to exercise, viz.: Commu- 
nicating with the supposed maker of the 
note before paying out on it. 
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OR a long time JOSEPH F. GREEN 

(1834) has been known to _ hotels 
throughout the country as a “dead beat” 
and passer of worthless checks, but until 
recently his activities have always kept with- 
in those bounds. Now it seemes he aims 
to annoy the banking fraternity. In an en- 
deavor to stop his new operations, we have 
reproduced his photograph and a specimen 
of his handwriting. 

His method of operation as submitted 
to us by a member bank is as follows: He 
presents for collection at any selected bank 
a draft in a large amount. He carries with 
him a bank book showing an entry of $25,- 
000 (bad draft deposit), which serves as 
a means of obtaining money under false 
pretenses. He uses the office of a company 
styled the Boston Realty & Construction 
Company, Boston, Mass., as a blind. His 
drafts are usually accepted by his Boston 
office but never paid. 

Green is a fugitive from justice, being 
wanted at Scranton, Pa., and Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y. His description is: Age about 64 
years, height 5 feet 7 inches, weight 250 
pounds, smooth shaven, wears shell-rimmed 
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glasses and his general appearance is un- 
kempt. He poses as a real estate man, 
wears an unusual sized collar, repeats his 
conversation several times and twists his 
face, holding mouth open as though trying 
to understand. 


Kelly Reverses the Old Proverb 


EVERSING an age-old proverb, the 

REV. J. D. KELLY (1835), colored, 
received with pleasure, but those who cashed 
his checks preferred not to be the givers. 
Kelly is a dangerous operator. His entire 
performance was brazen. Introducing him- 
self as pastor of the African Methodist 
Zion Church of Laurel, Miss. to a clergy- 
man of similar race and branch of the 
church in Buffalo recently, Kelly delivered 
the opening prayer at morning service and 
sang in the choir at evening service. He 
gave voice to his devoutness and concern in 
the welfare of his church. 


Caught ! 


yy inevitable end—jail—is in sight for 
RODNEY HOSTE (1837) and his fe- 
male companion, CHARLOTTE SUTHER- 
LAND (1838), who have been causing 
banks all over the country losses on forged 
drafts. Although they were partners in 


Mrs. Charlotte Sutherland 


As if to leave some remembrance when 
departing, he cashed some checks. Within 
a few days Keily was apprehended in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, and was returned to Lau- 
rel, Miss., where he was wanted. It is like- 
ly Kelly is wanted by some of our member 
banks. If so, it is suggested detainer war- 
rants be lodged against him now. 

Kelly may be identified by his descrip- 
tion, which is: 35 to 40 years of age, weighs 
160 pounds, brown skinned, wore small mus- 
tache, was dressed in clerical garb except 
on the last occasion seen, he wore a knicker- 
bocker suit. 
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Quits Hotels and Seeks to Beat Banks 


The Danger in Phone 


Information 


A working crook of the 
“scratch” type recently entered a promi- 
nent stock brokerage concern and purchased 
several thousand dollars’ worth of Liberty 
bonds. In payment for the Federal securi- 
ties he tendered a check purporting to have 
been signed and issued by a depositor of 
a local bank. The brokerage concern would 
not risk taking the check without first de- 
termining if the depositor had an account and 
an amount of money on deposit sufficient 
to cover it, so they called the bank and re- 
ceived an answer in the affirmative. The 
check was accepted, the bonds delivered and 
the crook departed. 

Later, the depositor, on checking over his 
cancelled checks, turned up the forgery. 
Banks might assist in defeating this crook’s 
method of operation by refraining from 
giving information over the phone, unless 
they are positive of the identity of the 
person calling, for they do not know who 
is presenting a check and an affirmative 
answer suffices to help the crook. Banks 
might well point out that, without seeing 
the check, they cannot tell whether it is 
genuine or a forgery, thus putting the in- 
quirer on his guard. 


Welch Disappears 


WELCH (1836), head teller of 
a member bank in Gainesville, Tex., took 
leave of his position one day recently and 
has not been seen since. With him went 
$2,000 of the bank’s money. 

Welch reduced a deposit slip, stole the 
difference between the’ original and altered 
amounts and cleared before it was detected. 
The last heard of him was from Newton, 
Kan. It is stated he was raised at Pauls 
Valley, Okla. If any member bank comes 
into possession of information indicating 
this man’s whereabouts, it is requested they 
communicate same to the nearest office of 
our agents. 


Are You Looking for Them? 


crime, they were separated after appre- 
hension in Memphis, Tenn., and extradited 
to different points where each will stand 
trial on charges involving each individually. 

Rodney Hoste was delivered to the Pu- 
laski County Jail at Little Rock, Ark., 
where he now awaits trial, and Charlotte 
Sutherland was given over to the Jackson, 
Miss., authorities, where she will answer 
to a charge preferred against her at that 
point. ‘ 


If you are lIeoking for this couple, who 
are readily identified by their photographs 
and the checks they use (reproduced here- 
with), it is suggested you immediately have 
your local authorities lodge detainer war- 
rants against them. 


Rodney Hoste 


— 
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Three Bogus Travelers Check Operators 


K. L. Glidden 


T PRESENT there are confined in 
the jail at Portage, Wis., K. L. GLID- 
DEN (1893), MILTON CRIBBS (1894), 
alias Kribbs, and PAUL A. PORTER 
(1895), alias Le Clair, all of whom were 
apprehended but not before they had cov- 


P. A. Porter 


Milton Cribbs 


ered the entire northwest and left in their 
wake many victims, who were good enough 
to cash bogus ‘Pravelers’ checks for them. 
If any member bank has suffered at their 
hands, now is the chance to even the score 
by filing a detainer warrant against them. 


Another Successful “Check Kiter” 


MAN who has used the names of H. 

HELLER, G. Lulop, Dominec Desan- 
to, Frank Marzano, P. Riwaro, E. Carlos, 
Ben Rosen, and others (1892) has been suc- 
cessful in  victimizing Michigan banks 
through the old time-worn scheme of in- 
ducing bankers to advance funds on un- 
collected items. His activities were first 
reported in Flint and later in Highland 
Park, Mich. At Highland Park, he opened 
accounts in several banks and maintained a 
fairly good balance with no questionable 
transactions for about one month. Checks 
of the different banks being passed back and 
forth, thus transferring the operator’s funds 
and keeping his accounts active. He made 
it a practice to become acquainted with some 
one teller in each bank and transacted all 
his business at the one cage. 

Early in August, he deposited in each bank 
several checks drawn on out-of-town banks 
and was able to induce the tellers to permit 
withdrawals. The checks deposited were, 
of course, returned as bogus. Warrants are 


Tudor Flivvers 


A MR. TUDOR (1840), whose initials 
are unknown, presented a_cashier’s 
check to the Burridge Hotel at Jacksonville, 
Fla. The check was drawn on the First 
National Bank of Kansas City, Mo., and 
was made payable to ’. ’. Tudor. The-First 
National Bank never issued any such check, 
and it is evident from this incident, which 
came to light when the hotel wired the bank, 
that even though this attempt of the crim- 
inal’s flivvered, there is another crook in 
the field that banks will have to be on 
the lookout for. 


in existence for this man’s arrest and should 
he appear at any bank his arrest should be 
effected. So as to enable our members to 
identify him we are reproducing specimens 
of his handwriting herewith and quote his 
description as follows: 35 years of age, 5 
feet 3 inches tall, weighs 145 pounds, medi- 
um build, dark complexion, probably Jewish, 
but might also be taken for a Greek or an 


~ 
P 
Frank 


Hot Checks 


drawn on the Quick Meal 
Stove Company’s account (a division 
of the American Stove Co.) bearing a forged 
signature or fictitious name, but usually pay- 
able to W. A. WILSON (1841), have 
been passed with considerable ease in the 
Middle West. The identity of the crim- 
inal is unknown and his description is not 
available. The American Stove Company 
report that they have received quite a few 
letters from people who were victimized by 
this operator. Sometimes the payee’s name 
is shown as W. A. Wilton. 


f 
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Battle Gives Battle 


F R. BATTLE (1839) attempted to de- 
¢ fraud a member bank at St. Louis with 
disastrous results. Battle presented a check 
in a generous sum to the bank teller, re- 
questing cash for same. The writing on 
the check was done with a shaky hand, 
which aroused the teller’s suspicion. Ex- 
cusing himself with some pretext, the teller 
left his cage to inform the officials of his 
belief something was wrong with the check. 

Shortly after a bank officer and a special 
policeman of the bank approached Battle, 
intent on making inquiries regarding the 
check. They invited him into a private 
office. He walked a few steps, then unex- 
pectedly threw the policeman to the floor. 
He ran from the bank and a wild chase 
followed. When the battle ended, a num- 
ber of the members of the St. Louis police 
force had been shot, and Battle himself 
was taken to a hospital dangerously wounded. 
He is expected to succumb to his wounds. 


WARNINGS 


JACK AUTREY (1842) is just another 
man gone wrong, but the fact of going 
wrong is the point of interest. He recently 
defrauded a Des Moines, Iowa, bank and 
probably will make attempts to defraud 
others. His method of operation is to open 
an account with worthless checks and draw 
against it if he can. He has succeeded, 
hence this warning. Autrey is described as 
follows: Age 29, weight 135 pounds, height 
5 feet 6 inches, blue eyes, light hair, smooth 
shaven, light complexion and a neat dresser. 


C. M. BECK (1843) has apparently real- 
ized the widespread use and recognition of 
genuine vouchers of certain national or- 
ganizations. He, therefore, has had printed 
checks showing the name of the Modern 
Woodmen of America and purporting to be 
general fund orders. He is familiar with 
Masonic and Woodmen signs and poses as a 
Woodmen deputy. His description is as fol- 
lows: 30 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
weighs about 150 pounds, dark complexion, 
long thin face, Roman nose, heavy eyebrows, 
large ears, is nervous in his talk and actions. 


S. S. BRUCE, JR. (1844) secured a 
mortgage on a Buick “Six” touring car 
from a bank in Hastings, Okla., and then 
disappeared. Accompanying him was W. 
M. Bruce, who is wanted for skipping a 
board bill. As far as it is known, these 
two men left town in the Buick car, which 
bore a Kansas license tag No. 042. The 
car was painted dark blue. It looks like 
new. A warrant exists for both of these 
men. 


W. BEVERLY BUEKNER (1845). re- 
cently uttered some worthless paper in De- 
troit, Mich. He did not employ any trick 
method in putting a check over. He mere- 
ly used a blank check drawn on the Wash- 
ington Trust Company of Washington, Pa., 
made it payable to bearer and signed his 
name to it. A friend cashed it for him, 


which fortunately saves a bank from the 
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loss. We have not his description, but a 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
below. 


FRANK BUNCH (1846), purporting to 
be a lumberjack, unloaded a worthless check 
on a merchant, depositor of a member bank 
in Tacoma, Wash. The check was drawn 
on the First National Bank of Tacoma, and 
it was signed Frank Bunch, Eagle Creek 
Log Company. The payee’s name was en- 
tered on the check as Frank Miller. Bunch 
had no account with the bank he drew 
the check on. The description of this man 
as supplied to us is: Age 30, height 5 feet 7 
or 8 inches, weight 160 pounds, smooth 
shaven and rather dark sandy complexion. 


BURTON, CHAS. A., (1847) made him- 
self the dishonored guest of an Oakland, 
Cal., hotel when he cashed a _ worthless 
check there recently. However, that inci- 
dent phases Burton very little, because he 
got away with it and has trimmed several 
others besides. As yet this man has not 
turned his attention to defrauding banks, 
and this warning is given to prepare the 
banks against any attempts he might make. 


FRANK CARKHUFF (1848) is oper- 
ating in the Middle West in a manner simi- 
lar to J. E. Money in the Southeast. (See 
article in this issue on Money.) However, 
it is known that the railroad pass used by 
Carkhuff to identify himself was stolen 
from a man by the name of R. B. Owings. 
In addition to stealing the railroad pass, 
Carkhuff also stole a Masonic and an Elks 
Club card. His usual “racket” is to pur- 
chase automobile supplies from some small 
dealer, tendering a check for a considerably 
larger amount in payment and taking the 
difference in cash. 


Assuming the cognomen of S. E. CLAY- 
TON (1849), a bogus check operator has 
been active in the vicinity of Chicago, pass- 
ing spurious instruments on unsuspecting 
merchants. No bank has sustained a loss 
at the hands of this operator, and to the 
end of making it difficult for him to defraud 
one this warning is published. Clayton uses 
a check purporting to be a cashier’s check 
of the First National Bank of Chicago, III. 
No physical description is available. 


Cooper's Deeds 


ILLIAM COOPER, colored, (1850) 

employs the services of a community’s 
most prominent attorney to draft a deed, 
conveying to a railroad company property 
he inherited, but is now selling to them 
Through reason of the high caliber of legal 
talent engaged, coupled with purported sav- 
ings held on deposit at some distant bank, 
Cooper, under pretense of making the im- 
mediate locality his home, succeeds invaria- 
bly in inducing a bank to make him an 
advance on money which is to be trans- 
ferred by draft to an account he will open 
with them. Usually the bank being worked 
is called on to handle the drafts Cooper 
wants to have put through. They always 


come back marked “No Account” or “No 
such bank exists.” Cooper, of course, like 
many others of this type, uses many aliases. 
(See article on Page 8, June Supplement Re 
William White [1729]). So member banks 
will have to rely more on detecting him not 
by name, but by method of operation and 
his description, which follows: 40 to 50 
years of age, weighs 160 pounds, chocolate 
color, 5 feet 10 inches tall, had small mus- 
tache you had to look twice to see, nose 


quite broad at base. 
Linke 
An operator using the following aliases: 


O. H. CULPEPPER (1851), O. H. Mc- 


Clendon, O. H. McCarty, Fred Bank, A. B. 
Banks, H. B. Banks and many more names, 
has been passing worthless checks in and 
around Alexandria, La. Peculiar to this 
man’s operations is the fact that all his 
checks are either in the amount of $38.50 
or $48.50, and all of them bear a note as 
follows: “Rent No. 16.” His invention of 
this form of check is obviously based on 
the theory of it leading selected victims to 
the conclusion the operator is a man of 
means—possibly an owner of an apartment 
house. 


T. F. DUNHAM (1853) has been pass- 
ing numerous checks drawn on the Sealey 
National Bank of Sealey, Tex. Dunham 
has no account at this bank, and naturally 
as fast as the checks come in they are 
returned unpaid. Dunham has no set course 
of travel. At the present time he is re- 
ported to be in or near Chicago, Ill. We 
have no description of the operator. 


Gets Merchandise 
and Cash 


RAYMOND E. EGAN (1854) is the 
true or assumed name of an individual liv- 
ing on the returns from worthless checks 
he manages to cash on unsuspecting mer- 


chants. His methods involve the purchase 
of some article. He pays for same with 
a check, which always exceeds the price of 
it and receives the difference in change. 
The checks he uses purport to be those 
of the Atlantic Chemical Corp. of New 
York. They are marked “Payable at the 
Gotham National Bank” and are ostensibly 
signed by the president and treasurer of 
the corporation. See reproduction of check 
above. The most recent scene of this man’s 
activities was centered around Allentown, 
Pa. 


DR. M. M. GAYDOSH (1855). We are 
advised by a New Jersey bank that a man 
using this name opened an account with a 


$10 cash deposit. He later deposited a 
check drawn on the Hatterman and Glanz 
State Bank, Chicago, Ill. The following 
day he presented a check drawn on V. B. 
Szczukowski, private banker, Buffalo, N. Y. 
He requested that he be given cash for 
more than half the amount of the check 
and the balance credited to his account. 
Funds were advanced against the uncol- 
lected item, and the checks deposited were 
returned as worthless. Dr. Gaydosh is de- 
scribed as follows: 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighing about 190 pounds, well built, red- 
dish complexion, smooth shaven. 


JACK HARRIS (1856) has been open- 
ing accounts in various California banks 
with checks in large amounts. The checks 
are drawn on eastern banks and are always 
returned marked “No account.” Obviously 
Harris’ purpose, as has been demonstrated 
by him already, is to draw against the 
worthless checks deposited. His success 
has been poor, thanks to the care exercised 
by members. He will have to be watched 
closely though. 


An ex-convict known as J. C. HIRTE 
(1857) is conducting an unsolicited and un- 
liked campaign of advertising the name of 
the Estacada State Bank of Estacada, Ore. 
Hirte seems bent on making a protracted 
tour of western states and cashing checks 
drawn on the Estacada bank, where he has 
no funds. The cooperation of member banks 
is sought toward the end of apprehending 
Hirte. A warrant for this man’s arrest is 
in the hands of the Portland police. 


A check drawn to the order of L. M. 
HUFF (1858) and signed by W. S. Shan- 
non was presented to a Detroit bank by a 
stranger, who received cash for same. The 
instrument was later returned marked “No 
account” to the bank cashing it. No physi- 
cal description of the presenter can be ob- 
tained, but a specimen of his handwriting 
is reproduced below. 


ROBERT F. HUGHES (1859), alias E. 
J. Karney Co. A company alias is strange, 
but it seems to serve Hughes’ purpose in 
putting over worthless checks bearing the 
name of E. J. Karney Co., Boiler and Ser- 
vice Engineers, Topeka, Kan., as the maker. 
He passes them on any bank or merchant 
willing to accept them. If accepted it con- 
stitutes a mere addition to the contribu- 
tions already received by Hughes. No de- 
scription of Hughes is at present available. 


pf 
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After making the acquaintance of a de- 
positor of a Big Springs, Tex., bank, S. N. 
HUMPHREYS (1860) secured a total of 
$44 from the bank on the strength of a 
depositor’s solicitation in his behalf and 
his story of deposits in another bank he 
anticipated transferring. First Humphreys 
obtained a check for $4 from the bank, 
which he promptly raised to $14. When he 
was loaned $40 additional he disappeared. 
Humphreys is described as being 5 feet 10 
inches tall, age about 45 years, dark com- 
plected, slender and smooth shaven. 


ISADORE JOSKY (1861), alias Theo- 
dore R. Jordan, caused a Boston, Mass., 
bank a loss on a forged check he negotiated. 
Josky’s present whereabouts are unknown, 
but it is rumored he left Boston for Ghi- 
cago, where it is believed he has accepted 
a position with some racing stable. The 
description of Josky as supplied to us is: 
Age 24 years, height 5 feet 6 inches, weight 
130 pounds, slight build, dark complected, 
has a squeaky voice and a tendency to talk 
out of the side of his mouth. 


F. E. KARL (1862) represents himself 
to be an artist, which fact has been con- 
firmed by a West Virginia bank, which re- 
ceived a call and one of Karl’s cards. In 
addition to his name, Karl merely has the 
word “Artist” on his cards. The bank, how- 
ever, entertains its own idea as to the kind 
of an artist Karl is. The checks he tries 
to pass are what helped the bank form its 
conclusion. They were not defrauded, how- 
ever, and do not want to see any other 
member bank victimized by this man. Hence 
this warning. Karl’s description was not 
supplied to us, but a specimen of his writ- 
ing appears below. 


With A. E. KERR (1863) a cheerful 
introductory salutation is merely the prelude 
to an explanation of his self-appointed con- 
nection with the Corley Products Company. 
Kerr and those he succeeds in getting to 
cash checks for him think he is employed as 
stated. The Corley Products Company 
knows differently, and the victims of Kerr’s 
game doubt him too late. The latest scene 
of this operator’s activity is centered around 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia. 


LAURETTE LABLANC (1864), a girl 
under 18 years of age, forged the signature 
of her employer and caused an East Green- 
wich, R. I., bank a loss thereby. Her work 
is thought to be too amateurish to success- 
fully escape punishment long. No descrip- 
tion of the girl is at present available. 


An aged Virginia darky by the name of 
THOMAS JEFFERSON LEE (1865) 
came to Waynesboro, Va., took up his resi- 


dence, married and entered into business. 
For a year or more his character remained 
unimpeachable. He conducted a satisfac- 
tory business and all around his behavior 
merited trust. Recently he called at his 
bank, deposited a check in a rather large 
sum and was permitted to immediately draw 
against it. He has not been seen since. As 
for the check, it was N. G. Lee is described 
as follows: 65 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 200 pounds, has a short 
gray mustache and wears gold-rimmed 
glasses. 


ROY C. MASSEY (1866) was unsuccess- 
ful in defrauding a member bank at Atlanta, 
but since he was not apprehended he might 
try again elsewhere. While no physical 
description of the man has been submitted 
to us, we feel he can be identified by his 
method of operation. Massey places with 
a bank a draft for either $1,000 or $1,500, 
drawn on the First National Bank of Miami, 
Fla. An account is opened for him, and 
even though he is advised not to draw against 
same until the drafts are paid, he issues 
checks to merchants and hotels; in fact, to 
anyone who will accept them. 


The “Easy Money” lust has given to the 
criminal field another member in the person 
of J. H. MOORE (1867), alias J. H. 
Hunter. Like many others of his type, 
Moore has elected to pick on the small 
business man first. He recently operated 
in and around Piedmont, Kan. The paper 
criminal’s process of development invaria- 
bly culminates with the preying upon banks. 
This article, therefore, is timely. The checks 
used by Moore at present are written on the 
Piedmont State Bank of Piedmont, Kan., 
which, aside from the name used by the op- 
erator, is the only means by which he may 
be identified, because his physical descrip- 
tion is not at present available. 


H. L. MONEY (1868), alias Paul J. 
Howard, alias J. D. Coleman, alias R. J. 
Barnes and numerous other aliases, has been 
operating in the southeastern states. He 
passes checks drawn on the Merchants Bank 
of Durham and the First National Bank 
of Salisbury, N. C. He has no account at 
these banks, the former being non-existent. 
Peculiar to his method of operating, he al- 
ways uses a certification stamp. His de- 
scription is: 23 or 24 years of age, 5 feet 6 
inches tall, weighs about 135 pounds and 
has dark hair. In attempting to identify 
himself he produces and exhibits several 
railroad passes which he always carries with 
him. They bear his name. 


MRS. EVELYN MURRAY (1869) at- 
tempted to defraud a member bank in San 
Antonio, Tex., when she endeavored to have 
them cash a draft drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank of Kansas City, Mo. The draft 
was worthless, as Mrs. Murray had no 
account at the First National Bank. At 
the time of presenting the draft she gave 
ready answers to all questions asked of her, 
including the correct names of officers of 
the Kansas City Bank. Notwithstanding 
her apparent honesty, the San Antonio bank 
would only accept the draft for collec- 
tion. This saved them a loss. This woman, 
whose age is not given, is about 5 feet 6 


inches tall, of medium build and possesses 
an unusually soft and pleasing voice. 


Roy E. Norman 


ROY E. NORMAN (1870), alias J. A. 
Rogers, is one uf the mean type of crooks. 
Friendship gained, only to subsequently vio- 
late the confidence he knows reposes in it, 
is his method. When an acquaintance devel- 
ops a friendly feeling for Norman, which 
often they do because of his personality, it 
is his cue to sting them. Good friendly 
cash for his bogus checks is his only exhibi- 
tion of reciprocity. Norman served a term 
before for uttering worthless paper and is 
destined to repeat. Norman is described as 
being between 35 and 40 years of age, 5 feet 
11 inches tall, weighs about 160 pounds, has 
dark brown hair, dark eyes, rather long nose 
and face smooth shaven. His photograph 
and a specimen of his handwriting appear 
with this article. 


On presenting himself to the proprietor 
of a grocery store just outside of New 
Haven, Conn., CHARLES L. NORTON 
(1871) announced his prospect of assuming 
charge of a construction camp not far away 
and informed the proprietor he would like 
to arrange for provisions sufficient to feed 
200 men, on a basis of cost plus a certain 
per cent. A contract he produced looked 
favorable enough to the proprietor to war- 
rant him signing it. He did. Also, as refer- 
ence, the proprietor gave the name of his 
bank. Later Norton appeared at a bank in 
New Haven, Conn., where he attempted to 
cash a check for $200. The name of the 
grocer above referred to appeared on the 
reverse side of the check as an indorse- 
ment. 

The bank wisely declined to cash a check 
for an utter stranger and upon indicating 
they would cal! the grocer for identification 
purposes, Norton reminded them it was 
quite unnecessary as the grocer was seated 
in his car outside the bank and he would 
take the matter up with him personally, 
whereupon he left the premises. He never 
returned and it later developed the check 
was worthless, and the indorsement a for- 
gery which had been copied from the con- 
tract signed by the grocer. Norton is de- 
scribed as follows: 30 to 35 years of age, 5 
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feet 10 inches tall, weighs 175 pounds, me- 
dium complexion, brown hair, well dressed, 
alert and an affable talker. A specimen of 
his handwriting appears below. 


HELEN O'BRIEN, (1872) who also 
uses the aliases of Mary Goddette, Mildred 
Olsen, Susie G. Hehl, Fannie Foley and 
Mrs. P. A. Scott, has been defrauding mer- 
chants in and around the city of Detroit, 
Mich., through the medium of worthless 
and forged checks. The motive for her 
crimes is obviously her love for pretty 
things. She bought fine dresses, expensive 
lingerie and all the niceties of feminine at- 
tire, but always with “bad paper.” No 
physical description of the operator has 
been submitted to us, but if any of our mem- 
ber banks in or around Detroit have been 
defrauded recently by a female operator 
they might communicate with the Detroit 
authorities with the view of identifying this 
girl who was arrested on information ob- 
tained by our agents. 


DR. J. J. PETRYKOWSKI (1873), the 
name by which a certain criminal is known 
to his victims, recently. defrauded a bank at 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. There was nothing 
new to his system, it being operated on the 
“Put and Take” basis. He opened an ac- 
count with the bank, put some money in and 
took some out. Along with some he put in 
was a check that subsequently proved to be 
a forgery. He took the money out before 
the discovery was made. He is now. wanted 
by the authorities. He is described as: 40 
years of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 175 
pounds, small goatee and when last seen 
was wearing a dark brown suit and soft 
black hat. 


R. D. RANKIN (1874) is operating with 
bogus checks ostensibly issued by the Bos- 
ton Varnish Company drawn on the New 
York Trust Company, New York, N. Y. 
The checks purport to have been signed by 
T. J. Lynch, Treasurer, and countersigned 
by C. M. Morrison, Auditor. The method 
of operation employed is to open a savings 
account with a small cash deposit, then 
several days later present a bogus check 
and request cash. A Milwaukee, Wis., bank 
has been: victimized, and we suggest that 
members be on the alert for checks of this 
description. 


Operating under the name of CLYDE 
REYNOLDS (1875) alias M. C. WATTS, 
a bogus check passer has been flooding 
western states with spurious instruments. 
Most generally a~forged certification is im- 
pressed and signed on the face of each 
check. Checks so far handled by this crimi- 
nal have been drawn on the Ontario Na- 
tional Bank of Ontario, Ore. He is de- 
scribed as being about 30 years old, 5 feet 
6 or 7 inches in height, weighs about 135 
pounds, is smooth shaven and of dark com- 
plexion. The handwriting reproduced here- 
with is a fair specimen of his penmanship. 


WM. RYAN (1876) alias Dan J. O’Don- 
nell, is the name under which a forger in 
Detroit, operated and successfully put over 
a check bearing the forged signature of a 
depositor of a bank in that city. No des- 
cription of the operator is available, but a 
specimen of his handwriting appears below. 


Bor th 


JAS. A. SWANSON (1877) alias Geo. 
E. Massey, recently passed a bogus check 
in St. Louis. Fortunately, a member bank 
was spared a loss because of the previous 
endorsement of a local mercantile company. 
The checks bear a rubber stamp impression 
reading: Strause Construction Company, 
and are signed Geo. E. Massey. The de- 
scription of this man is as follows: Age 30 
years, height 6 feet, weight 160 pounds, 
build slender, hair blonde, wears small mus- 
tache, and bears the appearance of a labor- 
er. A specimen of his handwriting appears 
below. 


he 


A criminal styling himself as ROBERT J. 
STAFFORD (1878) forged the signatures 
of officers of the Cincinnati Brass Casting 
Company to checks which he stole from a 
check book belonging to this company. Cin- 
cinnati Brass Casting Company is at pres- 
ent a defunct company as far as can be de- 
termined by the member bank reporting the 
activities of this operator. Other member 
banks are warned to be on the alert for 
Stafford who can be identified at present 
only by the checks he uses. 


23 & 


BENNIE SZYMKOWSKA (1879) 
maintained an account in a Chicago bank. 
He deposited a check a short time ago, and 
after it cleared he drew the money and 
cleared out. He is wanted now. It devel- 
oped that the check he deposited was stolen 
from the mails and the endorsement appear- 
ing on same was a forgery. His descrip- 
tion is not available. 
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WILL TAYLOR (1880) a brown skinned 
aspirant for a jail term, recently caused a 
Memphis, Tenn., bank a loss on a check 
that he forged the signature of a depositor 
on. Taylor is described as being: 35 to 40 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
130 to 140 pounds, hair black with white 
streaks, light brown complexion. A speci- 
men of his handwriting is shown with this 
article. 


Wht 


JACOB THOMPSON (1881) is the 
name endorsed on a forged check recently 
presented and cashed at a New York bank. 
The identity of the presenter can not be de- 
termined nor even a description of him. 
The only means by which member banks 
can benefit by this warning is through the 
handwriting specimen appended to this ar- 
ticle. 


Lost Bonds 


There is reported by member banks of 
Dayton the loss of $20,000 Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Convertible 4%4’s, due 
June 1, 1932, of the following numbers— 
M9067, M9068, M9075, M9076, M9077, 
M9078, M9099, M9100, M45092, M29310, 
33009, M26840, M37510, M33413, M46254, 
M7646, M24396, M14974, M42546, M9074. 

These bonds were the property of Joseph 
Tahl, of Dayton, and were stolen when his 
office safe was rifled and robbed. 

If any of these bonds are presented for 
sale or as -collateral, kindly notify the Day- 
ton Police or the nearest office of our 
Agents. 


Arrests 
Forgers 


BACON, ED.—At Salinas, Cal. and re- 
turned to Pasadena, Cal. Suspended. 
BROWN, KIM.—July 17, at Atlanta. Dis- 
missed. 

CLEGG, J. M.—August 5, at Los Angeles. 
City jail. 

CLIFFORD, P. F.—Located. No action 
taken. 

DUMONT, CHAS.—July 14 at Los An- 
geles. County jail. 

FISHER, J. W.—July 21, 
County jail. 

GLOBENFELT, WM.—July 13, at San 
Francisco. City jail. 


HILLAN, CARL, alias Robert Duval, alias - 
Chas. Gerber. Arrested July 14, at San 
Francisco. City jail. 


at Boston. 


| 
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HUTCHINGS. V. P.—July 30, at Brook- 
lyn. City jail. 

JOHANSON, ISABELLE—July 30, at 
San Francisco. City jail. 

KITCHELL, EARL J.—Arrested, case 
settled, no prosecution. 

LIVINGSTON, GEO. S.—July 30, at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Returned to Bould- 
er, Colorado. 

PURNELL, LEONARD—July 11, at Bur- 
bank, Cal. County jail. 

RYLANT, E. F—In May, at Chandler, 
Mo. No action taken. 

STOVER, L. A.—Located. 
taken. 

TANNER, LONNIE O.—Arrested Au- 
gust 10, at Akron, Ohio. To be returned 
to Roanoke, Va. 

TRUEX, HARRY, alias Chas. Ellwood— 
July 21, at San Francisco, Cal. City jail. 


No action 


Holdup Robbers 

BARRY, CHAS., alias King—July 24, at 
St. Louis. At Edwardsville County jail. 

BARRY, FRANCIS, alias Whitey, alias 
King—At St. Louis, Mo. At Edwardsville 
County jail. 

BURNETT, E. O.—July 27, at Richmond, 
Va. Virginia State Penitentiary. 

CORRADO, PETER—August 8 at Detroit. 
City jail. 

GALLERY, JOHN—July 24, at St. Louis. 
Edwardsville County jail. 

HARDY, VANCE—August 4, near Jones- 
boro, Ark. Held for Marquette prison au- 
thorities. 

KEILY, THOMAS—July 24 at St. Louis, 
Mo. Now at the Edwardsville County 
jail. 

FORLINI, ROMEO—Rearrested July 31, 
1925, at Toronto, Can. City jail. 

FRANKLIN, A. M.—August 1, 1925, at 
Los Angeles. City jail. 


Dispositions 
Forgers 
BACON, ED.—Six months probation. 
BAILEY, M. D., or J. O.—1 to 10 years. 
Serving at Fclsom. 
BIBB, D. A.—Forfeited bail bond. 


BLANCO, SEVERINO—2 years proba- 
tion. 


BRACKENRIDGE, N. B.—Released. 
BROWN, KIM—Dismissed. 

CHAREST, EDWARD—Probation 1 year. 
COLFELT, CHAS. W.—Dismissed. 
CUSH, JOHN-—Suspended sentence. 


EDWARDS, ARTHUR J.—6_ months. 
County jail. 


FRIEDMAN, H.—2 to 4 years Sing Sing. 


GIACALON, FRANK—Post Office De- 
partment. 


GOODNEY, JOSEPH—Released. | 


HUBBARD, FRANK W.—2Z to 3 years 
State prison. 


HUGHES, ROY L.—Suspended. 


JONES, ELLIS — Released — charges 
dropped. 


KATZ, MORRIS—1 year House of Cor- 
rection. 


KEITH, T. A.--1 to 2 years Western Peni- 
tentiary. 


KILLINGSWORTH, L. C.—Released. 
Lack of prosecution. 

KIMLER, WALTER—Released. 

LE DONNA, MRS.—Charge withdrawn. 

LEVINE, THOMAS—Probation. 

LIPPERMAN, EMANUEL—Probation. 

McCANN, ROSE-—-Probation. 

McCARTHY, THOS. J., 3 cases—8 years. 
Sing Sing. 

MILLER, CLARA—Deported to Canada. 

PERLMAN, LOUIS—3 years. Sing Sing. 

PRINCE, HOWARD J.—3 mos. to 1 year. 
Blackwell’s Island. 

RICCI, ANTONIO—Charge withdrawn. 

ROSS, LORENZO—Compromised. 

RYLANT, E. F.—No action taken. 

SILVERMAN, M. F.—Probation. 

SLEATOR, EDW.—1 to 20 years, Utah 
State Penitentiary. 

STANTON, ROBT. E—1 to 14 years. 
San Quentin. 

STANDOR, ARAHAM—4 mos. to 3 years. 
N. Y. State Penitentiary. 

STEARN, SAMUEL—6 mos. to 3 years. 
N. Y. State Penitentiary. 

STEGMAN, FRED G.—Indeterminate, 
sent N. Y. State Reformatory. 

THOMASSON, ANDREW M.—14 years 
probation. 

WALKER, CHAS.—Released. 

WATKINS, E. T.—Compromised. 

WILSON, ROBT. F.—Probation. 


Holdup Robbers 


ALLEN, ROY—35 years Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary. 

ANDERSON, ROY V.—Broke jail. Now 
a fugitive. 

BAKER, JOHNNIE—Released. 

BAILEY, ED.—Acquitted. 

BARNETT, SAM.—15 years State Peni- 
tentiary. 

BARTLETT, THOMAS—Prosecuted. in 
another State on a local charge. 

BOHN, JOHN—Indeterminate sentence in 
Reformatory, at Hutchinson, Kansas. 

COLLINS, EARL—Released. 

CORNETT, CLIFFORD—Released. 

DAWSEN, GEORGE—Acauitted. 

DE SARO, GEORGE—To be prosecuted 
in Italy. 

DRAKE, JOHN—S0 years 
State Penitentiary. 


Oklahoma 


September, 1925 


ENDSLEY, H. D.—Suspended sentence. 

GODFREY, MARK—Released—lack of 
prosecution. 

OVERSTREET, JAS. F.—25 years Okla- 
homa State Penitentiary. 

BURNS, C. D.—Released—lack of prosecu- 
tion. 

BYERS, DALE—Released—lack of prose- 
cution. 

CARDIN, MARK—25 years 
State Penitentiary. 

CARDWELL, BLACKIE—Released. 

CAREY, FRANK—Released—lack of 
prosecution. 

CARL, ANTHONY—Prosecuted 
other State on a local charge. 
COLLINGSWORTH, W. B.—10 years in 

Oklahoma State Penitentiary. 
HARDWICK, ERNEST—Escaped. 
HAYES, AMOS—Acquitted. 

HOLLAND, BUSTER—Died. 

KERR, CHESTER—Released—lack of 
prosecution. 

LAYTON, FRANK—Released—lack of 
prosecution. 

MITCHELL, E. LUDSON—35 years State 

Penitentiary. 

NICHOLS, BLAINE—Released. 
TARSON, DR.—Released. 

TERRELL, HORACE—Released. 
VERNON, JAS.—50 years Oklahoma 

State Penitentiary. 

WILCOX, ARCHIE—S5 years to 

Utah State Penitentiary. 


Oklahoma 


in an- 


life. 


Burglars 


ALLEN, JOHN—Released. Turned State’s 
witness. 

HAUGHER, ROY—3 to 10 years. Mon- 
tana State Penitentiary. 

JENKINS, EDDIE—Released. Lack of 
evidence. 

MADRAY, ARIOUS JAS.—13 to 24 years. 
New Jersey State Prison. 

MAY, “JEW”—Released. Turned State’s 
witness. 

McDIBBITT, TOM—Released. 
State’s witness. 

MELCHER, ADOLPH—Forfeited _ bail 
bond. 

POWERS, P. P.—Released. Turned State’s 
witness. 

WEST, WM. E.—5 years. Minnesota State 
Prison. 

WILLIAMS, ROLAND B.—Escaped. 


Turned 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests 
Awaiting|Reported| Arrests Dis- |Fugitive, 
Trial Since {Reported} Total Con- | charged |Escaped,|Awaiting 
Aug. Aug. |in Aug., victed | or Ac- | Insane | Trial, 
31, 1924] 31,1924} 1924 quitted | or Died 
Forgers........ 207 320 17 337 241 108 15 180 
Burglars.. 62 60 2 62 45 15 7 57 
Holdup robbers. 83 282 7 289 136 25 9 202 
Sneak thieves..| .... 3 3 
| er 352 665 26 691 422 148 31 442 
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Evolution of Bank Criminals 


ANY criminal attacks against 

banks develop from laziness and 

the temptation afforded by care- 

lessness displayed by potential 
victims—the lure of easy money with the 
least effort. Conscience, which to the crim- 
inal is hardly more than a fear of punish- 
ment rather than genuine compunction, is 
momentarily absent when the criminal plans 
a crime. Not that he purposely ignores it, 
but because it is lost to him and gives way 
to his confidence in the success and tempting 
profits which keep beckoning him into ac- 
tion. Visions of the cash or convertible ma- 
terial within his reach blinds him to every- 
thing except the glowing possibilities of his 
plan. 

Despite the fact that a majority of crimi- 
nals are arrested within a short time after 
their misdeeds, which speaks well for mod- 
ern police and detective methods, crime does 
not appear to lessen. Why? 


— average offender, apprehended for 
the first time, invariably is afforded an 
opportunity to make restitution. His next 


—Why? 


offense might earn him a suspended sentence. 
Later when caught again, perhaps in another 
state, a light sentence and release on proba- 
tion is likely. Stillelater he commits a crime 
in one state and then skips to a distant state. 
As usual, he is apprehended but, on this oc- 
casion, he is released, often because the cost 
of extradition is not provided by the state in 
which the crime was committed. The vic- 
tim’s interest in prosecution accordingly 
wanes with delay and in proportion to the 
amount of loss—in dollars and cents—most 
of which is recovered from insurance. 

At this stage, a few successes have made 
the once timid offender a confirmed crimi- 
inal. He looks with contempt upon the ap- 
parent failure of the law to deal him justice. 
In his mind, he has risen from the category 
of petty crook to the sphere of a professional 
operator. Previous transgressions and at- 
tendant grief (if any) have educated him in 
the art of avoiding the authorities. The 
more often he is set loose after arrest and 
the longer his freedom between arrests, the 
greater the sum of money is required for de- 
tectives and police to hunt for him. 


TERNAL vigilance, more than ever, is 

an essential factor in combating the ac- 
tivities of criminals. The crook knows this 
and strikes only when and where his advan- 
tage is greatest. Whatever reduction is 
made in the staggering total of criminal loot 
—whether it be measured by the amount of 
initial losses or rising insurance rates—de- 
pends largely upon the amount of care and 
preventive measures adopted within the 
bank. Curtailing the working force below 
the margin of safety, lack of practical and 
efficient protective equipment, assuming 
credulous risks without positive identifica- 
tion of strangers, or taking unnecessary risks 
of accommodation for customers, such as de- 
livering payrolls to their premises, marks a 
bank as easy prey for the professional bank 
crook; such risks are unwarranted and for- 
eign to sound banking practice. In the last 
analysis, the crook succeeds largely on his 
wits and through the carelessness or mis- 
takes of others, but without the most vigor- 
ous prosecution, regardless of the cost ele- 
ment, his progress will continue placing the 
heaviest tax burden upon every community. 


Haley Negotiated Sixty Stolen Checks 


OHN H. HALEY (1927), a mail thief, 

who has molested California banks for the 
past three years, was recently arrested in Los 
Angeles as the result of the alertness of a 
letter-carrier, who observed his suspicious 
actions in an office building. After his arrest 
our agents conferred with the Forgery De- 
tail of the Los Angeles Police Department 
in. whose custody the prisoner was placed. 
When questioned by a police official and one 
of our agents’ representatives, he made a 
complete confession, admitting the negotia- 
tion of over sixty checks. 

In Haley’s confession he states he “found 
it so easy to get money at banks that he 
could not resist the temptation,” adding that, 


John H. Haley 


“in eight out of ten cases he was never 
asked a single question and in the other two 


Petrowsky Builds Up Confidence 


4 primary step in JAMES PETROW- 
SKY’S (1886) operations is the concep- 
tion of establishing a feeling of security on 
the banks’ part. Toward the end of gaining 
the confidence necessary for the success of 
his plans, he opens an account with a sub- 
stantial sum of cash. Following this initial 
move which, of course, is associated with 
the furnishing of references, that later prove 
false, Petrowsky then cultivates a slightly 
more than casual acquaintance with a 


teller who will be used in the scheme. 

When everything assumes an aspect of 
ripeness to this criminal, he deposits a check 
of fair proportions to his account and then, 
capitalizing on the false impression he 
created, effects an immediate withdrawal. 
The check deposited is drawn on an out of 
town bank and before it has been returned 
through the clearings marked “No Account” 
Petrowsky vanishes. His last place of oper- 
ation was New York City. 


instances merely exhibited the stolen letters 
addressed to the payee whose name he had. 
forged.” These always served as sufficient 
“identification” to obtain easy money. 

Contributory negligence is the greatest: 
factor in the success of operators of this. 
type who leave behind them practically no- 
clues for our agents to follow. The advan- 
tage of PREVENTION as contrasted with: 
DETECTION is thereby strongly empha- 
sized and we feel that members should not 
pay out funds to strangers on such flimsy- 
identification as that furnished by Haley.. 
He is at present awaiting trial in Los An- 
geles and detainer warrants should be for-- . 
warded to the authorities there. 


Tillian Gets 12 Years 


E. W. TILLIAN, alias Leonard Ksycki,. 
R. W. Barth, etc. (1672), the so-called “In- 
visible Operator” described in the December: 
1924 and January 1925 issues of this supple- 
ment, was sentenced on September 21, 1925,. 
to serve from twelve to fourteen years in the- 
Colorado State Penitentiary. Tillian’s ar- 
rest and extradition to Denver were caused 
by our agents, whose record of his nation- 
wide activities offset his counsel’s plea for- 
leniency. 
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Notorious Criminal Badly Wanted 


Gas (DUTCH) ANDERSON 
(1882) still defies the law and threatens 
those who seek to uphold it. 

Emulating the most savage of criminals, 
this vindictive crook unhesitatingly attempts 
to dispatch anyone regarded as an impedi- 
ment to his liberty, and is now reported as 
having marked an investigator of bank 
crimes as his next victim. 

The Commissioners of Delaware County, 
Ind., offer $1,000 reward for his arrest and 
conviction and the Warden of the United 
States Penitentiary (Atlanta, Ga.), offers 
$500 reward for Anderson’s delivery to an 
authorized officer of the penitentiary. 

Anderson is described as 45 years of age, 
5 feet 734 inches tall in bare feet, 165 
pounds, medium build, light chestnut hair 
(may dye it), pale blue eyes, medium fair 
complexion, native of Sweden. 

If this man is located, the nearest police 
officer, sheriff, or our agents should be noti- 
fied, and the local postmaster consulted, who 
should wire his Post Office Inspector in 
Charge, government rate, “collect.” 

Anderson was a pal of the notorious Ger- 
ald Chapman, the mail robber. 


George (Dutch) Anderson 


Bogus Contractor Heading West 


i pei in the vicinity of Boston, 
Mass., and working straight across in a 
westerly direction, CHARLES L. NOR- 
TON (1871) has reached Buffalo, N. Y., 
according to most recent reports. His true 
name is unknown to us and his aliases are 
many. We warned of his operations in the 
September JourNAL SUPPLEMENT, but his 
success continues. 

On his arrival in a town he gets in touch 
with a grocer to whom he communicates 
the following story: He is about to open 
a construction camp either for the govern- 
ment or some private company. That he 
will employ around two hundred men whom 
it will be necessary to feed. That he would 
like to enter into a contract with the grocer 
to supply food for the men. 

Following his story he presents a contract 
to the grocer which contains very attractive 
considerations. The grocer invariably signs 
and in the way of references discloses 
the name of his bank. Later Norton appears 
at the bank where the grocer maintains an 
account and presents his (Norton’s) per- 
sonal check. The check is always in round 


A $4 Forgery 


OUR dollars is a small sum, but a crook 

in Detroit was small enough to forge 
the name of a savings account depositor to 
a withdrawal slip and extract that amount 
from the account. The law has been known 
to be severe in cases of petty thievery. This 
is just another of the cases that make it 


justifiably so. The identity of the opera-. 


tor is unknown, but information in the pos- 
session of our agents and the authorities 
indicate an early conclusion of this party’s 
activities as certain. 


figures, viz: $200, $300, etc. Naturally the 
bank refuses to cash a check for an utter 
stranger, whereupon Norton informs them 
he will have a responsible citizen indorse it 
for him. Leaving the bank, Norton allows 
sufficient time to elapse to give the bank 
teller the impression he called on the party 
whose indorsement appears on. the check 
which he again presents when he returns. 
The teller is frequently duped by this per- 
formance. As for the indorsement it is a 
forgery of the grocer’s signature which was 
placed on the contract. Norton is described 
as follows: 30 to 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 175 pounds, medium com- 
plexion, brown hair, well dressed, alert and 
affable talker. 

This man is a dangerous operator as is 
evidenced by his success. 


Rew 


An Encore 


R4Y DUNN (1888) alias R. H. John- 
son, forged several] checks, but he was 
not prosecuted, restitution being accepted. 
The incident did not cure Dunn’s trait. 
Just recently a Los Angeles bank has paid 
the price of some one else’s soft-hearted 
treatment of a man that should have been in 
jail. He just forged several checks that 
caused a bank a loss. His description is as 
follows: 21 years of age, 200 pounds in 
weight, 5 feet 7%4 inches tall, brown hair 


and blue eyes. 
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Bad Glass Co. Checks . 


6 tigie-.- identified to us by the name of 
F. H. BELKNAP (1883), an active op- 
erator is also using the various aliases of 
H. H. Smock, C. F. Hudson, and H. L. 
Brush. The form of check he employs is 
best described by the photo reproduced here- 
with. There is no such concern as the 
Corning Glass Company, although it is ap- 
parent the operator attempts to mislead in- 
tended victims, causing them te believe the 
checks are those of a bonafide company op- 
erating under a very similar name. The 
most recent scene of this operator’s activi- 
ties was centered about Chicago. His physi- 
cal description has not been supplied to us, 


but by noting the check reproduced carefully — 


losses may be checked. 


Where Friendship Ceases 


FORMER employee of a New York 
ity bank, by the name of JAMES 
GOLDEN (1885) called at his old place of 
employment. He spoke to some of his for- 
mer co-workers. Among others with whom 
he talked was a teller. Out of friendship’s 
sake, the teller cashed what was alleged to 
be a pay check for Golden. The check was 
a forgery and the bank lost. Golden’s de- 
scription as supplied to us is: about 23 years 
old, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 140 pounds, slender 
build, medium complexion, dark hair combed 
pompadour, hazel eyes and smooth shaven. 


Waste Basket Fetching 


Ax erroneous entry on a deposit slip 
necessitating consignment of the slip to 
the waste paper basket afforded GEORGE 
E. DAVIS (1889) the opportunity of copy- 
ing the depositor’s signature. Davis very 
carefully forged the depositor’s signature to 
a blank check and cashed it. 

Davis is described as follows: about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, heavy set, 
dark complexion, heavy dark eyebrows, 
smooth shaven, medium receding chin, and 
his face wears a stolid expression. 
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The Domestic Pay Check Crooks 


CCOMPANIED by a woman presumed 

to be his wifes JOSEPH WEAVER 
(1887) alias W. W. Hanson, alias Charles 
Leonard, alias W. W. Stevenson, goes 
shopping. Naturally the “better half” should 
have a voice in the spending of the family 
income. At least the average merchant 
might draw such a conclusion after studying 
his customers for a while. Then, too, the 
sage among merchants might reason that if 
it is pay day for the husband, why shouldn’t 
the wife be where she can keep an eye on 
her husband? 

This couple does not suffer from any so- 
called inferiority complex. There is wisdom 
in the psychological effect they produce. It 
sweeps a selected victim completely off his 
guard. After purchasing some article the 
pay check is produced. If the merchant 
should prove wary or reluctant to accommo- 
date this couple by refusing to cash the 
check, the man produces credentials (false, 


WARNING 


NOTHER criminal preying on mer- 

chants is C. C. ALLEN (1890). It isa 
fact such crooks sooner or later attempt or 
successfully defraud banks, and a little pub- 
licity for them through the medium of this 
JouRNAL assists greatly in helping member 
banks to protect themselves. At the present 
time a number of Kansas merchants enter- 
tain a lot of unpleasant thoughts about Al- 
len. A photograph of one of the checks Al- 
len used is reproduced above. His physical 
description is not available. 


VAN- NOY INTERSTATE CO 


Kansas Crrv, Mo. tts 
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Inscribing the name of JAMES ARNO- 
DOE (1891) on checks as the payee’s name, 
a forger recently cashed a number of such 
checks. Each was skillfully written and es- 
caped detection while being handled with 
other checks received and paid through the 
clearings by a Merced, Cal., bank. The 
identity and description of the criminal is 
not known at this time. 


L. DAVID BAILEY (1892), who has 
been uttering worthless paper and obtaining 
money under false pretenses in various ways, 
is wanted by the Elmira, N. Y., authorities 
on a warrant that has been issued for him. 
Bailey is described as follows: 27 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 145 pounds, dark 
hair, fair complexion, prominent nose. He 
has in his possession an Essex Coach, bear- 
ing New York State License No. 9F 1647. 


PETER W. BURKE (1893) succeeded in 
inducing a Providence, R. I., druggist to 
cash a check which later proved a forgery. 


Irving Fron Barks Co. 
2 - Old Colany Bldg. 
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of course) showing where he is employed 
and his numerical designation and sectional 
location. This is most generally convincing. 

As the final act in their scheme, the. hus- 
band turns the change over to his wife. With 
a “Thank you” and a “Good day” they leave 
the merchant and are not seen again. 

The man is described as being about 45 to 
50 years old, 6 feet tall, 155 pounds, slender 
build, light complexion, full faced. His 
woman companion is about 36 years old and 
somewhat shorter than the man. They re- 
cently operated in- Minneapolis, Minn. 


Harry Thompson 


To add insult to injury, Burke stole some 
blank checks bearing the printed name of the 
druggist’s place of business, to which he is 
now forging the druggist’s name and cashing 
them in remote sections of the country. The 
last place of activity reported was Sanford, 
Fla. There is a likelihood that Burke is 
none other than Harry E. Thompson, who 
at the present time is an escaped convict 
from a Texas penal institution, and whose 
photograph is reproduced with this article. 


C. A. FITZGERALD (1897) is no ordi- 
nary tenant when it comes to considering 
roomers. He rents a room in some “fur- 
nished room” house and as soon as he suf- 
ficiently adjusts himself to his environment 
he circulates within the dwelling. Any check 
book or cancelled checks not nailed down 
take leave of the premises with him. The 
checks then are filled in and the signature 
reflected on the cancelled checks is forged 
on the instruments he is now drafting. When 
completed they are negotiated at banks or 
with merchants. 

In any event, Fitzgerald might be regarded 
as a dangerous operator because his method 
is simple and he always disappears after 
putting checks over. His description is given 
as follows: 27 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches 
tall, 155 pounds, brown hair, grey eyes, 
rather red face and parts his hair on the left 
side. 


Teeter’s Checks Teeter 


A. TEETER (1884) deposited in a Par- 
sons, Kan., bank a check, which we are 
reproducing, but as is customary, he was in- 
formed it would not be possible to pay any 
checks he might issue against it until it had 
cleared. Notwithstanding, he did give a 
hotel a small check in payment of a bill. He 
next negotiated the purchase of a Chrysler 
car and disappeared. He is described as 
follows: 27 or 28 years of age, brown hair, 


5 feet 9 inches tall, about 140 pounds; con- 
sidered a good talker. 


J. H. DULANEY (1896) relieved a West 
Springfield, Mass., bank of a sum of money 
in the time-worn manner of opening an ac- 
count, depositing and withdrawing over a 
small period of time and after depositing a 
bad check, withdrawing and clearing out. 
The description of this operator is not avail- 
able, but a specimen of his handwriting is 
reproduced with this article. 


A New York, N. Y., bank reports that a 
fellow signing the name of ALBERT J. 
COZZA (1895) alias Morris Kaufman, alias 
A. Fugazy, has been issuing checks drawn 
on their bank. Cozza has no account at the 
bank and while the bank stands no loss, the 
turning down of these checks is an annoy- 
ance. Merchants usually are the losers. 
Cozza’s description is not available for pub- 
lication at this time. 


Recently ROBERT J. FROST (1898) 
whose photograph is reproduced, started op- 
erating again after an interval of two years 
of apparent inactivity. Fortunately, he was 
arrested shortly after by Chicago authorities 
.who have him locked up in the county jail. 
It is possible this particular operator is 
wanted by some of our member banks. For 
that reason we are publishing this article and 
his photograph. If he is wanted, it is sug- 
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Robt. J. Frost 
gested your local authorities be communi- 


cated with and they in turn will file a detain- 
er warrant. 


FLOYD GALLAGHER (1899) alias Al 
C. Jones, actually worked as a painter in 
Spokane, Wash. A Spokane bank lost on a 
check declared to be a forgery by their de- 
positor. Investigating the details, our agents 
learned that Gallagher had done some paint- 
ing at the home of the depositor whose name 
was forged. The detectives also acquired in- 
telligence of Gallagher’s previous criminal 


Floyd Gallagher 


tendencies and upon submitting a photograph 
to the bank ’s teller, Gallagher was identified 
as the man who presented and obtained cash 
on the check. He is described as follows: 
22 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, slender 
build, very dark complexion, dark and oily 
hair (Valentino style). Gallagher’s photo- 
graph is reproduced above. 


JACK HARRIS (1900) is operating in 
California in a fashion almost common and 
ineffective. That is, he lacks originality and 
gains little from his operations. His method 
involves the deposit of a spurious instrument 
of generous proportions in some bank and 
even though warned not to draw until the 
check clears, he immediately issues his own 
checks against it. An operator of this type 
is more of a nuisance than a menace to the 
banks. 

His description is given as follows: 40 
years of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 140 pounds, 
medium build, black hair, blue eyes, dark 
complexion; wears heavy lensed, small 
rimmed glasses and of Jewish nativity. 


CHARLES W. HIRSCH (1901) had 
been a depositor of a Los Angeles bank up 
to January of this year, at which time he 
deposited a check that later proved to be a 
forgery. Through reason of previous satis- 
factory business relations, the bank had no 
hesitancy in advancing funds on the check 
before it cleared. When the truth was dis- 
covered Hirsch was not to be found, but his 
past record, which was dug up, was sufficient 
to convince one that what he did on this 


occasion was no accident. A warrant for 
this man is in the possession of the forgery 
detail of the Los Angeles Detective Bureau. 


Using the alias of GEORGE JOHNSON 
(1902) a forger successfully negotiated a 
check in the vicinity of Spokane, Wash., 
causing a bank of that city to sustain a loss. 
No description of this operator has been 
supplied and we are therefore unable to 
publish same. 


Look for a Dupe 


B F. JOLLEY (1903), B. L. VAUGHN 
@ (1904), and T. A. Allen (1905) work 
together. Their object primarily is to find 
someone to dupe. Selecting a victim, they 
proceed as follows: Jolley will tell a story 
of being stranded without sufficient actual 
cash on hand to continue to his destination. 
He then issues a check drawn on a firm 
styled Pauckett and Jolley. The check is 
drawn to the order of cash. It is indorsed 
by the victim and the money obtained on 
same on the strength of the indorsement. 

The same identical method is pursued by 
Vaughn, who is introduced to the same vic- 
tim as a friend of Jolley’s. Vaughn is un- 
fortunately placed in the same situation as 
Jolley. The victim invariably falls twice. 
Jolley and Vaughn are in their late thirties, 
of slight stature, and possibly not more 
than 5 feet 7 or 8 inches in height, nor over 
140 pounds in weight. T. A. Allen is the 
go-between. Following their success, they 
all disappear. Allen is described as 35 to 
40 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, brown 
hair, brown eyes, and stoop shouldered. The 
last place they operated was Santa Fe, N. 
Mex. 


W. E. LAMING (1907) is defrauding 
banks by means of worthless checks that 
are cashed following a “sob” story. He ad- 
vises that he has been traveling and on 
reaching a certain point, found he would 
need a small sum of money to get back. He 
produces a Masonic Grand Lodge Certifi- 


Scrapping Evidence 


APARTY using the name of 
FRED A. JOSEPHS 


(1905) forged the signature of 
a depositor of a Newark, N. J., 
bank. In addition, he succeeded, 
on calling at the bank, in procur- 
ing the cancelled checks from 
which he removed the forgery 
and mailed the balance of the 


checks to the depositor. 

His scheme is a bit novel in 
the respect the operator re- 
moved the documentary evidence 
that would subsequently be used 
against him if apprehended. 
Josephs is described as follows: 
36 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, 170 pounds, dark olive com- 
plexion, like an Italian’s; Jewish 
characteristics. 


cate as a matter of identification. He in- 
variably succeeds in obtaining money. 

We have only a meagre description of 
Laming, which is as follows: Tall and 
slender, dark complexion, has a small dark 
mustache and considered good looking. The 
last place Laming operated to our knowl- 
edge, was Portland, Me. 


KENNETH LANGERFELD (1908) de- 
frauded a Scranton, Pa., bank through the 
medium of forged instruments which he 
negotiated at their institution. No unusual 
methods were employed by this criminal in 
the execution of his crime nor has he been 
apprehended as yet. Banks therefore, will 
safeguard their interests by being on the 
alert for this man. His description has not 
been supplied to us. 


An operator employing the name of F. A. 
LANGLEY (1909) recently operated in the 
vicinity of Little Rock, Ark. He uses a 
check drawn on the American National 
Bank, Newark, N. J. On top there is 
printed the name of “P. Ballentine & Sons, 
Newark, N. J.”, and they are signed by J. 
H. Vallentine. The entire form is printed 
on safety paper. 

On each of the checks there is marked 
“Payment of salary, charge Sales Depart- 
ment Payroll.” Langley is described as 35 
years of age, 6 feet 2 inches tall, about 190 
pounds, dark brown hair, full face and well 
dressed. 


S. A. LAW (1910) is uttering bogus 
cashier’s checks drawn on the Memphis 
State Bank, Memphis, Texas, nonexistent. 
A fictitious name, viz: W. F. Long, is in- 
scribed as cashier. The check is printed on 
safety paper. It has the aspect of being 
reguiar and usually attempts are made to 
negotiate them by Law through the medium 
of a second party who invariably bears an 
unimpeachable character. The description 
of Law as supplied us is: 22 or 23 years old, 
6 feet tall, 150 pounds, real blond hair, 


blue eyes, light complexion, and rather fine 
features. 


C. C. LEWIS (1911) told the teller of a 
New York City bank that he had just had 
lunch with the President of the bank. Dur- 
ing luncheon, according to Lewis, the Presi- 
dent placed his O.K. on the back of a check. 
The teller, however, could not be fooled 
that easy, and told him that if he wanted 
a check cashed he would have to endorse it 
again. Of course, it was asking a lot but 
Lewis was patient. Wasn’t he a friend of 
the President? Finally the teller paid out 
the money. 

The President later told the teller some- 
thing and the teller told our agents—that 
Lewis is described as 37 to 40 years, 5 feet 
9 or 10 inches tall, weighs 170 to 185 pounds, 
smooth shaven, round face, dark complexion, 
dark hair, and really a clever forger, rather 
dangerous. 


A laborer known to a Hyde Park, Vt. 
bank as GEORGE MARCHELL (1912) 
raised his pay check to a sum greatly in 
excess of the amount it was originally made 
out for and a consequent loss to the bank 
followed through cashing it. This same 
operator, 


it is reported, gave worthless © 


4 
J 
| 
* 
AY 
| 


6 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


checks to other individuals, and in all likeli- 
hood will continue unless apprehended. 
The description of Marchell is: 35 years 
of age, 6 feet 1 or 2 inches tall, approxi- 
mately 185 pounds, dark wavy hair, smooth 
shaven; is apt to be seen without a hat. He 
recently traded cars with another party and 
at the present time has in his possession, a 
Buick touring car, 1918 model, engine No. 
414588, owner’s registration No. 59692. 


Employing the name of BERNARD 
MAXWELL (1913) a former night watch- 
man of a New Milford, Conn., preparatory 
school, has been cashing checks drawn on 
the First National Bank of New Milford. 
He has no account at this bank and it is 
presumed he secured a check book in some 
way. At the present time his whereabouts 
are unknown but the latest scene of his ac- 
tivities was Providence, R. I. No descrip- 
tion of this man was supplied to us. 


A Port Washington, N. Y., bank advised 
that B. E. MILLER (1914) presented a 
check at the window of their teller and 
asked that it be cashed. Cashing checks for 
absolute strangers is not in line with good 
banking procedure, which the crook seemed 
to thoroughly understand. When asked by 
the teller for identification he claimed to be 
well known to one of the bank’s depositors 
who he averred would gladly indorse the 
check for him. He left the premises and 
returned later after allowing an amount of 
time sufficient to suggest he had actually 
gone to the depositor’s home. This realistic 
bit of acting on the crook’s part deceived the 
teller who paid out on the check which ap- 
parently bore their depositor’s indorsement. 
The indorsement was forged and the bank 
sustained a loss as the result. Miller is des- 
cribed as 35 years old, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
slender build, dark complexion. 


SIE 


PETER MOJORAS RAS (1915) alias Peter 
Ferons, starts his operations in a masterly 
way but fortunately for the banks either he 
lacks nerve or brains to complete his under- 
takings successfully. Like so many other 
criminals of the “paper” type, he opens an 
account in several banks at one time. Into 
these accounts, substantial cash deposits are 
made. Later forged checks of no mean pro- 
portions are deposited, following which Mo- 
joras attempts to immediately draw against 
them. Generally he is flatly refused but ow- 
ing to his having an account and handling 
fair sized sums he sometimes is successful. 
Hence the value of this article. Mojoras is 
described as follows: 28 to 30 years of age, 
5 feet 2 inches, 130 pounds, dark complex- 
ion, and nationality apparently a Greek. 
His last place of operation was in New 
York City. 


An operator employing the alias of H. E. 
MORRISON (1916) has been using a let- 
ter of credit on the First National Bank of 
Mount Vernon, Texas, which bears the 
forged signature of the cashier. Up to the 


present time there has been reported to us 
only attempts to defraud that have proved 
unsuccessful. The object of this warning is 
to prepare banks against this man’s opera- 
tions. No description of the operator has 
been supplied to us. 


E. MOORE (1917) a dining car conduc- 
tor, stole the following American Express 
Company’s Travelers’ Cheques from a train 
passenger: D1,161,640, D1,161,641, D1,161,- 
645, D1,161,634, D1,161,635, D1,161,639. 

Moore then filled in the payee’s name and 
indorsed his own name, after which he 
cashed some of them at a Billings, Mont., 
bank. He is now wanted. No description of 
him is available. 


Alias FRANK NEUMAN (1918). A 
forger recently presented a check at a New 
York City bank and succeeded in cashing it. 
When presenting the check, which was a 
bona fide instrument except for the forged 
indorsement, the teller questioned the opera- 
tor. To identify himself the criminal readily 
produced credentials which were accepted as 
indicating he was Frank Neuman. The cre- 
dentials satisfied the teller and payment was 
made. It is not known where this operator 
procured the identifying papers nor can an 
accurate description of the man be given. 


PETER J. O’HARA (1919) alias John 
E. Burns, alias J. M. Stock, attempted to 
defraud a De Kalb, IIl., bank by means of 
a forged withdrawal money order. He failed 
due to his nervousness. According to des- 
cription furnished, he is about 35 to 40 years 
old, 6 feet tall, rather thin, brown eyes, dark 
complexion. A specimen of his handwriting 
is shown below. 


FRED C. REED (1920) is the name used 
by a man who, through an introduction of a 
real estate dealer at West Hampton Beach, 
N. Y., defrauded a bank in that town. A 
warrant exists for Fred C. Reed, whose 
description as supplied to us is as follows: 
About 175 pounds, light hair, sharp features, 
smooth shaven, fluent talker, well dressed; 
on one of his arms is tattooed “14th Regi- 
ment Band, U. S. A.” 


Using the alias of JAMES E. SMITH 
(1921) an old offender known to us as 
Charles E. Williamson, is operating again. 
His recent activities were confined to mid- 
Western cities. However, he is of a nomadic 
nature and might work through California 
today and New York a week later. His 
aliases are many and vary to suit his pur- 
pose. At present this criminal is employing 
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forged cashier’s checks. These instruments 
reflect the name of the Farmers and Mer- 
chants Bank of Dodge City, Kan., as the 
issuing bank and the Liberty National Bank 
of New York as the paying institution. This 
man whose picture is shown above, and 
whose handwriting is reproduced below, is 
described as follows: 63 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches, weighs over 150 pounds, dark com- 
plexion, brown eyes, black hair mixed with 


CHARLES M. SPRAGUE (1922) is 
touring the country in an automobile. His 
gasoline supply is acquired almost solely 
with worthless checks. They are always in 
small amounts, ranging from $5 to $10, and 
are drawn on a Casper, Wyo., bank. A 
specimen of this operator’s handwriting is 
reproduced below. 


EP 


Word has recently been received in New 
Britain, Conn., of the arrest in Pittsburgh of 
MRS. CLARA TACK (1923), alias Mrs. 
Clara Bernstein, for the alleged passing of 
worthless checks, and it is reported that she 
is now serving a jail sentence of thirty days 
in that city. Mrs. Tack, or Bernstein, was 
formerly employed by a New Britain bank 
and was a member of the New Britain 
Chapter of the American Institute of Bank- 
ing and she has evidently used her former 
connection with the Institute to assist her in 
cashing these worthless checks. Should she, 
upon her release, return to her former ac- 
tivities, New Britain Chapter wishes it un- 
derstood that she is no longer a member of 
the Institute of Banking. 


F. D. TINSLEY (1924) alias E. C. No- 
vak, alias J. C. Bishop, is making a tour of 
the United States and leaving behind him a 
trail of worthless checks. Tinsley was last 
reported operating in the vicinity of Boul- 
der, Colo. A member bank against whom 
Tinsley ineffectively atempted to cash a 
check describes him as 27 to 28 years of 
age, rather tall and slender, dark hair and 
eyes; dresses very neatly. One thing in par- 
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ticular in the way of identification is, while 
he changes his name on every check, he 
places the following words on his checks 
“To apply on note for one year.” A speci- 
men of this operator’s handwriting appears 
herewith. 


Sheriff J. H. Blair, of Harlan, Ky., offers 
$25 reward for information leading to the 
arrest of LOYD P. WILSON (1926) who 
defrauded a bank at Harlan by means of 
checks on which he forged the signatures 
of the maker and supposed endorser. The 
description of Wilson submitted to us is as 
follows: 33 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, 180 to 185 pounds, muscular build, black 
hair, black eyes. His photograph is repro- 
duced herewith. 


A depositor of a Flushing, Ohio, bank 
while in a restaurant at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
suffered the loss of a suit case which con- 
tained two notes. These two notes are des- 
cribed as follows: Dated December 2, 1921, 
at Atlanta, Ga., payable to Harvey C. Har- 
per and signed Mrs. M. F. Merriam. Both 
notes are similarly drafted. This warning is 
given so that in the event anyone attempts 
to present same at any of our member banks, 
payment will not be made unless satisfactory 
proof can be furnished that the presenter is 
Harvey C. Harper. 


When a depositor of a Des Moines, Iowa, 
bank was informed by her lawyer that the 
check she gave him was returned “Insuffi- 
cient Funds,” she knew it was time to in- 
vestigate. Her account should have been 
strong enough to stand the payment of the 
attorney’s check. Referring to her cancelled 
vouchers she turned up one check that she 
branded a forgery. It was this check that 
had depleted her balance on hand. The 
forged check was cashed over the counter by 
a Des Moines bank but the presenter’s iden- 
tity is unknown. 


Recently two ‘clever forgers, names un- 
known, operated in Huntington, W. Va., as 


follows: One of the men taking treatment. 


from a doctor, tendered a check in payment 
of his bill. The check exceeded the amount 
of the bill and the doctor who had no change 
at the time gave his colorful patient a check. 
The same night the patient broke into the 
doctor’s office and stole his pass book and 
several of his blank checks. On the ensuing 
day he went to the bank with the pass book 
and several checks aggregating a consider- 
able sum, and deposited them to the doctor’s 
credit. 

At the same time he presented a check in 
a generous sum which bore, apparently, the 
doctor’s genuine signature. This man 
claimed to be a brother of the doctor. The 
check was a forgery and the bank lost. 

One of these men is described as 5 feet 
6 inches tall, about 160 pounds, light or 
sandy hair, full face, smooth shaven, and a 
fluent talker; makes a pretense of being a 
civil engineer. The man working with the 
fellow just described employs the alias of 
SNYDER but not having been seen by the 
banking people, his description cannot be 
supplied. 

E. G. WALLACE (1925), is touring the 
middle West at the expense of victims cash- 
ing his checks. In most instances hotels and 


merchants are the losers but every once in 
a while a bank is defrauded. Wallace uses 
a check bearing the printed name of the 
Novelty Shoe Company as the maker. It is 
drawn on the First National Bank of Chi- 
cago, Ill. It is signed by the Novelty Shoe 
Company, per W. C. Beales, Secretary. The 
majority of instruments uttered by Wallace, 
reflect a sum around $30. No physical des- 
cription of this man has been supplied to us. 


Lloyd P. Wilson 


CHAS. M. DARLING, JR. (1928) has 
been issuing checks drawn on the Lyndon- 
ville Savings Bank and Trust Company at 
Lyndonville, Vt., where he has no funds. 
His operations are not confined to any par- 
ticular locality, so no doubt further com- 
plaints from his victims will be forthcom- 
ing. So far he has wisely let the banks 
alone as none has reported a loss at his 
hands. No description is available at this 
time. 


DR. HARRIS (1929) and DR. MILES 
(1930), according to a member bank at 
Emporia, Va., defrauded an old lady cus- 
tomer by swindling her out of a $100 certi- 
ficate of deposit drawn on their institution. 
These two men travel together and repre- 
sent themselves to be eye specialists. Dr. 
Harris claims to be from Raleigh, N. C., 
and Dr. Miles from New York City. The 
former is described as being 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 145 pounds, round 
face, grey eyes. Miles is 6 feet tall, weighs 
around 150 pounds, dark hair, dark com- 
plexion, dark eyes. These operators were 
previously reported to us and in the July 
issue of this supplement we described their 
activities—Refer to A. M. King (1755). 


ROBERT COLLINS (1894) negotiated a 
forged instrument in Detroit, which was paid 
through the clearings by a New York bank, 
causing them a loss thereby. The operator 
employing the name of Collins is unknown 
and consequently no description is available 
for publication at this time. 


A Quick Worker 


AS. IND., business man laid a check 
he had received on his desk. Shortly 
afterwards he discovered it had been taken. 
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Since no endorsement had been made on the 
check, the bank was notified and requested to 
stop payment, but too late. Some one had 
already presented the check and the bank 
paid out on it. This all happened in a very 
brief period of time and naturally the whole 
occurrence seemed surprising. Yet it is only 
one of the many instances where a criminal 
benefits by quick work. 


Lost Certificates 


We were advised by a member bank of 
Worcester, Mass., that 10,000 Kansas City: 
Terminal Railroad Company first 4%4’s due 
January 1, 1960, interim certificates, num- 
bers 4860/9, were either lost, mislaid, or 
stolen. Any information pertaining to the 
finding of or knowledge of where these cer- 
tificates are should be communicated to the 
nearest office of our agents. 


Stolen Checks 


From the office of a Chicago bank’s de- 
positor three checks were stolen. Immedi- 
ately they were put to use. There is very 
little information that can be advanced in 
an article of this kind, except suggesting to 
member banks that whenever and wherever 
possible they endeavor to educate depositors 
to the necessity of keeping their checks in 
a place that is safe from the prying of 
“paper hanging” thieves. It will save them- 
selves the annoyance associated with the 
crime of forgery and the banks, money. 


Relieving the Distressed 


A colored depositor of an Atlanta bank 
was confined to bed with an illness. Her 
many friends and neighbors came to cheer 
her up. The patient received much encour- 
agement and felt greatly relieved following 
the departure of her visitors. In fact, she 
was more relieved than she herself knew 
of at the time. From a dresser drawer in 
her room her check book was lifted and to 
several checks the patient’s signature was 
forged. The bank lost because of having 
paid out on the checks. 


Mail Thief Active in Richmond, Va. 


A series of circumstances associated with 
a check bearing a forged indorsement has 
resulted in the conclusion a mail thief is ac- 
tive in Richmond, Va. 

The mail thief is a more difficult type of 
crook to apprehend than forgers of other 
classes. His identity is wholly obscured, 
which reduces the effectiveness of detection. 
The only means at a bank’s disposal to pro- 
tect itself from losses by such operators lies 
in the care exercised in cashing checks for 
strangers. 


The office thieves described in the August 
issue of this Supplement are still active and 
according to reports received by our agents, 
intend to operate extensively throughout 
Ohio during the ensuing month. These 
thieves are known to us as the “Adler 
Gang.” Their method of operation is to 
burglarize office buildings and wherever pos- 
sible, steal blank checks and cancelled 
vouchers. With this important material in 
their possession they transfer the signatures 
from the stolen cancelled vouchers to the 
blank checks and set about negotiating same 
at banks. | 
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Arrested Holdup Robbers DANNELLY, MRS. CHAS. W.—For- 
ALEXANDER, ERNEST—September 1, feited bond. 


Forgers 


ABBOTT, J. G.—September 6, at Spring- 
field, Mo., held at the County Jail. 

ADLER, JACK—August 25, New York, 
held in the City Jail. 

BECKER, GEORGE—August 28, at Phila- 
delphia, held in the County Jail. 

BOWERS, F. W.—August 19, at Los An- 
geles, held in the City Jail. 

BROWN, HARRY—August 13, at New 
Castle, Ind., held in the County Jail. 

BROWN, JAMES A,., alias H. M. Nedros 
—June 15, at San Francisco, held in the 
City Jail, 

COPE, MRS. MARIE—August 25, at Salt 
Lake City, held in the City Jail. 

DAMRON, HARRY—August 29, at Kan- 
sas City, Mo., held in the City Jail. 

DANNELLY, MRS. CHAS. W.—In July, 
at Los Angeles, forfeited bond. 

GAILER, JOHN—August 18, at Trenton, 
N. J., held in the County Jail. 

HILLMAN, ALLEN H.—August 18, at 
Berkeley, Cal., held in the County Jail. 

HONSACKER, HENRY—September 14, 
at Arnold, Pa., held in the County Jail. 

JAMES, EDWIN— August 16, at New 
York, held in the City Jail. 

JEPSON, GRANT, alias Lawrence Wil- 
liams—August 21, at Dividend, Utah, held 
in County Jail. 

JOHNSON, LEONARD C.—August 27, 
at Spokane, Wash., held in the City Jail. 

JOSEPHS, FRED A.—September 14, at 
Newark, N. J., held in the County Jail. 

KAPLAN, MORRIS—Located. No action 
taken. 

KIMLER, CHARLES—August 26, at New 
York, held in the City Jail. 

KLOTZ, BERNARD—August 12, at New 
Orleans, held in the City Jail. 

LA BLANC, LAURETTE—August 12, at 
Woonsocket, R. I., held in the County Jail. 

LA MARR, WILLIAM—August 7, at 
Tulsa, Okla., held in County Jail. 

LEIBLING, JOSEPH A.—Augeust 20, at 
Pittsburgh, held in the City Jail. 

LEWIS, HARRY, alias Arthur Jackson— 
August 19, at Wilmington, Del., held in 
the County Jail. 

McDONALD, JACK—August 25, at New 
York, held in the City Jail. 

McKADE, W. J.—September 8, at Denver, 
held in the City Jail. 

MAPES, JACKSON V., alias J. A. Polcar 
—August 9, at Cleveland, held in the City 
Jail. 

MARLOWE, W. T.—August 24, at Chi- 
cago, held in the City Jail. 

PATTERSON, R. E., alias John H. Holey, 
alias A. R. Bishop, alias Wm. A. Ed- 
monds—September 1, at Los Angeles, 
held in the City Jail. 

RYAN, WILLIAM, alias Chas. F. Him- 
melberger—August 14, at Detroit, held in 
the City Jail. 

STEWART (Female)—August 25, New 
York, held in the City Jail. . 

SZYMKOWSKI, BENNIE—August 16, at 
Chicago, held in the City Jail. 

VONELL, JOSEPH—August 11, at Chi- 
cago, held in the City Jail. 

WHITE, DUG—August 11, at Henderson, 
Tenn., held in the County Jail. 


at Carlton, Ore., held in the County Jail. 

BENSON, FRANK O. (Swede)—Septem- 
ber 7, at St. Joseph, Mo., held in the 
County Jail. 

BRADFORD, C. M.—August 24, at St. 
Joseph, Mo., held in the County Jail. 

BROWN, JOHN E., alias J. E. Baker— 
September 2, at Sioux City, Iowa, held in 
the County Jail. 

DODSON, BEE—August 7, near Musko- 
gee, Okla. 

FRANTU, RUDOLPH—Killed August 22, 
in the holdup of bank. 

HOUSE, ALBERT—August 11, at Toledo, 
Ohio, held in the County Jail. 

KING, ALVIN—August 16, at Emporia, 
Mo., held in the County Jail. 

KING, J., alias J. Hanson—August 6, at 
Aberdeen, S. D., held in the County Jail. 

KNUDTSON—August 24, at Oklahoma 
City, Okla., held in the County Jail. 

MARTIN, ERSOL—September 1, at Carl- 
ton, Ore., held in the County Jail. 

MATTSON, WILLIAM—August 31, at 
Kelso, Ore., held in the County Jail. 

MONTGOMERY, BERT—August 31, at 
Kingfisher, Okla., held in the County Jail. 

PAUL, JESSE B., alias “Big Boy Berry”— 
September 7, at Burbank, Okla., held in 
the County Jail. 

ROBERTS—August 27, at Kingfisher, 
Okla., held in the County Jail. 

SMITH, WESLEY—August 22, at Los 
Angeles, held in the City Jail. 

STEWART, GEORGE—Killed August 27, 
in the holdup of bank. 

STEWART, HORACE P.—Killed August 
27, in the holdup of bank. 

VANCE, EARL, alias Ralph Jones—Au- 
gust 27, at Guthrie, Okla, Held in the 
County Jail. 

Burglars 

FRANKLIN, A. M.—August 1, at Los 
Angeles, held in the City Jail. 

HOPPE, WILLIAM—Proctersville, Vt., 
held in the County Jail. 


Dispositions 
Forgers 

ADKINS, J. C—Sentenced to serve 2 
years, Texas State Penitentiary, Hunts- 
ville, Texas. 

BALLARD, B. R.—1 year, House of Cor- 
rection, Bridwell, Chicago. 

BROWN, W. J.—1 year, House of Cor- 
rection, Bridwell, Chicago. 

DONNER, MELVIN—Indeterminate term, 
California State Prison, San Quentin. 


GRAY, STANLEY—1 to 5 years, Kansas 
State Penitentiary. 

HARDEN, SAM—Arrest reported previ- 
ously under name of Stanley Gray. 

HAYS, GEORGE—alias Frank Coates, 
alias Frank Holt, 3 to 5 years, Louisiana 
State Penitentiary, Baton Rouge, La. 

HUMPHREYS, W. A.—Case settled. 

JEPSON, G.—6 months, Salt Lake City 
County Jail, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

=" EMMETT—1 to 14 years, Folsom, 


MEYER, HARVEY F.—alias Harvey F. 
Meyer, alias R. Sheldon, alias W. H. 
Perry, alias J. Sheldon, alias J. S. Ed- 
wards, 1 to 14 .years, California State 
Prison, San Quentin. 

SEARLES, JACK—alias Harry Marcus, 
alias Jack Collins, alias J. Thompson, alias 
John Thompson, alias Geo. Cummings, 
alias Wm. Drummond, 1 to 14 years, Cali- 
fornia State Prison, San Quentin. 

TALLEY, EDITH—Dismissed account of 
ill health and mere child. 

VIVIAS, GEORGE—alias John Artemis, 
Probation, restitution made. 

WEIL, JOSEPH—Virginia State Peniten- 
tiary; now in custody N. Y. on other 
charge. 

WELLER, EDGAR—Case reduced to civil 
action. 


Holdup Robbers 


COX, NELSE—Acquitted. 

DICKIE, ED.—8 years, Missouri State 
Penitentiary. 

FREY, ARTHUR B.—15 years, Missouri 
State Penitentiary. 

GARDNER, LEO—25 years, Oklahoma 
State Reformatory. 

GRANDS, FRANK—I5 to 30 years, Mar- 
quette Prison, Michigan. 

HARTNETT, JACK—Acquitted. 

LAMPMAN, SYLVESTER—Acquitted. 

LOVETTE, ALFRED—7 years, Missouri 
State Penitentiary. 

McFERRON, BENNY—7% years, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 

McLEAN, WILLIAM—Released. 

MEIER, ALBERT T.—Released. 

TURNER, JEFF—Acquitted. 


Burglars 


FORLINI, ROMEO—7 years, United 
States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Ga. 

MADDOX, LEO—Removed from Trial 
List. 

TUFT, LOUIS—Released. 

WILLIAMS, ROLAND B.—Escaped. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


7 Awaiting | Arrested Dis- Fugitive, 
rial in Con- charged | Escaped, | Awaiting 
Aug. 31, Sept., victed or Ac- Insane Trial 
925 1925 quitted or Died 
180 33 17 + 1 191 
ree 57 2 1 2 1 55 
Holdup robbers..... 202 19 6 6 209 
Sneak thieves....... 3 3 
co renee 442 54 24 12 2 458 
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More Counterfeit Securities 


HE practice of crooks circulating 
fraudulent securities which they 
have had printed and forged officers’ 
names on, is not new. Yet, until 
recent years the criminal element has not 
availed itself of this medium for easy 
money, but there is now a strong sugges- 
tion of extensive 
operations with the 
use of either forged 
or bogus stock cer- 
tificates or bonds. 
Counter feit or 
forged certificates 
are used in different 
ways, depending on 
the method em- 
ployed by the crim- 
inal, and among 
other old schemes, 
the placing of such 
paper as collateral 
on loans is being re- 
vived. They are 
also offered to brok- 
ers for direct sale 
or exchange. In all 
instances fradulent 
instruments are laid 
down by the oper- 
ator. Careful ex- 
amination of a cer- 
tificate may not as- 
sure a banker or 


broker that the 
paper is genuine. 
Direct inquiry of 


the issuing company 
or its registrar lends a greater degree of 
security to such transactions. 

With this article, we are reproducing a 
photograph of a fraudulent certificate pur- 
porting to represent stock of the American 
Smelting and Refining Company in order 


that the members may be warned and 
thereby avoid loss. According to informa- 
tion received, three of these were nego- 
tiated recently in Chicago, Toledo and 
Montreal. 

Attention is called to the fact that while 
the color of the fake certificate closely 


INCORPORATED UNOER 
LAWS OF THE STATE OF AmZONA 


“Che American Smelting and 
Refining Corporation 


One of the counterfeit stock certificates circulated by crooks 


matches the bonafide instrument, the en- 
graved border and body of the genuine is 
lithographed and printed upon the bogus 
certificate. On the face of the fraudulent 
paper appears the name of Simon Guggen- 
heim, president, which differs widely with 


the true signature. There is also a more 
glaring attempt at forging the signature 
of John C. Emison, treasurer. 

The crooks offering this paper have used 
the names of H. B. BAKER (1930), alias 
Thomas Dow, alias Jules Richards and 
WARREN O. SPRINGS (1931), who rare- 
ly appears in the 
transaction. Baker 
is described as hav- 
ing a slight cross in 
his eyes, height 
about 5 feet 10 
inches, weight about 
200 pounds, florid 
complexion, with 
large broad nose, is 
a good talker, stands 
erect and wore shell 
rimmed glasses. His 
usual approach is 
through dealers in 
securities. No de- 
scription of Springs 
is available, except 
that he is stout and 
a convincing talker. 

To help member 
banks avoid loss and 
effect an early ar- 
rest of the swin- 
dlers, we are re- 
producing one of 
the counterfeits. To 
further safeguard 
members against 
such frauds, we call 
attention to the 
warning appearing on p. 3 of the July, 1925, 
issue of the Supplement under the title 
“Investigate Collateral Securities !” 

Inasmuch as crooks have also raised bona 
fide certificates, all certificates should be 
closely examined. 


Succoring the Swindler 


WINDLERS have been known to prac- 
tice a game which earned for them the 
title of “Professional Tumblers.” They 
managed to be on hand at the scenes of 
accidents and to feign injury or invented 
some method of tripping over an obstacle 
and sustaining a minor injury. The under- 
lying motive in their performance was the 
collection of damages. Their success was 
not glaring, but sufficient to be guarded 
against. As time went on, the success of 
this method of getting money faded. Senti- 
ment ran high and insurance companies in- 
vestigated all claims more thoroughly. This 
scheme has now been practically defeated. 
Realizing that sympathy is the greatest 
weapon aiding a crook, it is only reasonable 
to believe that some fertile criminal brain 
would conceive of and put into execution 
a scheme that included some features of 
the “Professional Tumblers.” It would 
seem that DAVID J. ADLER (1933) has 
accomplished just such a scheme. 


Adler’s first move is to open an account 
in several banks in a city after his arrival 
and encourage trust by kiting his money 
between the various banks. His dealings 
appearing legitimate, he becomes fairly well 
acquainted and disappears for a few days. 
His next call at the bank is accompanied by 
a suggestion of physical pain he seems to 
suffer, holding his side to completely con- 
vey the idea of distress. Cash is requested 
for a bad check which may read as follows: 
“Payable to David Adler. Issued by at- 
torneys Aaron and King, signed by Thomas 
W. King and countersigned E. Aaron.” At- 
tached to the check is a voucher which reads 
as follows: “In full settlement for injuries 
and damages $———-.— caused by M. J. 
Meyer as result of automobile accident 
under date of May 3, 1925. Payment hereof 
also constitutes general release of afore- 
mentioned from any further liability or ob- 
ligation arising in the future.” 

While the teller is scrutinizing the check 


Adler narrates the details of the accident 
and concludes by saying he should have 
received more damages. When moved by 
his story, whatever money is paid out is 
a loss and Adler disappears. He is de- 
scribed as 22 to 23 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, medium build, dark hair, sallow 
complexion, Jewish appearance and good 
dresser, 


The Strange Neighbor 


HELEN R. STEELE, (1943) unhesitat- 
ingly mentioned the names of many 
local people with whom she claimed ac- 
quaintance. She convinced the teller of a 
Pittsburgh, Pa. bank that she must be 
well known and consequently reliable. A 
check was cashed for her. It later de- 
veloped that the particular check in question 
bore a forged indorsement and the seem- 
ingly popular Helen Steele could not. be 
found nor did anyone know her. 


H 
} 
4 
CAPITAL STOCE, 66,500,000 
Certifies, that. WARSEN SPRINGS 
aches of MIMEIX=F1VEsr-=-7>222272-27fully paid and non-amessable shares of the par 
DRED DOLLARS cach Common Capital Stock of the Amamcan 
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“A Weisenheimer” Misspells Nevada 


AZ presenting himself as CLYDE 
EVANS (1934), recently invaded the 
city of Akron, Ohio, in his swindling tour 
directed against banks. His first move was 
to open a savings account, and after keep- 
ing it active over a period of time, deposited 
a bogus cashier’s check, against which he 
endeavored to secure an immediate with- 
drawal. His scheme involves conveying an 
impression that he is a member of a college 
fraternity; and when the bogus checks 
drawn on the Lincoln Trust Company of 
Spokane, Wash., are returned, his victims 
are impressed with 
the signature appear- 
ing thereon, which is | 
A. Weisenheimer. 
Evan’s next sojourn 
which was reported to 
us was in Canton, 
Ohio, and it is of a 
longer duration than 
he anticipated, as he 
is still behind the bars 
in that city. On the 
bogus cashiers’ checks 
he used in Canton, he 
was not so wise as he 
misspelled the name 
of the state of 
Nevada, it appearing 


Spoka 


One of the Weisenheimer checks Evans put out 


as Navada. This incorrect spelling excited 
the suspicion of an assistant cashier in a 
local bank, with the result that the opera- 
tor was arrested. It is believed that this 
man has operated throughout the Middle 
West, using names such as Stimson, Fels- 
ner, Larsen, Mostil, Schultz, Wentworth, etc. 

Bank officers and tellers are’ requested to 
carefully study the photograph and draft 
reproduced herewith, and if Evans is identi- 
fied as a swindler who operated against 
their bank, it is suggested they have their 
local authorities file a detainer warrant with 
the Canton police. He 
used the name of 
Clarence Miller in 
that city and is booked 
under that name. His 
description follows: 27 


2858 years of age; 5 feet 
7 7-8 inches tall, 
weighs 162 pounds, 
$ 265.00 medium build, sallow 
PSIXTY. FIVE DOLLARS Tomes complexion, chestnut 
of eyes. 
Miller makes 


good appearance and 
this doubtless helped 
him in his crooked 
work. 


Cope en Route, Traveling East 


ITH a quantity of checks stolen from 

the offices of the Western Land and 
Livestock Company, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
of which E. A. Culbertson is president and 
John B. Cannon is treasurer, F. N. COPE 
(1936), a former Utah State Penitentiary 
convict, started operating July last and 
has proved to be no amateur. The signa- 
tures of the above named officers of the 
livestock company have been forged to 
numerous checks negotiated, which amount 
to several hundred dollars thus far. 

The checks are drawn on the Ogden 
State Bank, Ogden, Utah, and are litho- 
graphed checks of the Western Land and 
Livestock Company. Until the arrest in 
Salt Lake City of his woman accomplice, 
HELEN POULSON (1937), on August 21, 
the activities of the two were confined to 
Utah and Montana banks and business 
firms being their victims. Immediately 
after the arrest of Cope’s alleged wife, he 


Ingratitude 


HILE riding along a road near Kings- 

ton, N. Y., a depositor of a Kingston 
bank came upon a man who was walking. 
The pedestrian when accosted made known 
his plight. He gave his name as GEORGE 
ST. JEAN (1938), claimed that he was a 
disabled veteran and absolutely penniless. 
The depositor felt sorry for him, so he 
furnished employment where St. Jean 


F. N. Cope 


departed from Utah, en route East, as 
evidenced by these protested forged and 
stolen checks with which he has victimized 
banks and hotels in Evanston, Wyo., 
Denver, Kansas City and St. Louis since his 
departure. According to last reports, the 
Coronado and the Marquette Hotels in St. 
Louis were his latest victims. 


cpt OT 


A specimen of the operator’s writing ap- 
pears with this article, and his description 
is as follows: 23 to 25 years of age, 6 feet 
tall, 170 pounds; good build; medium com- 
plexion; smooth shaven or mustache; neat 
dresser; dude rancher, musician—plays 
saxophone in orchestras. 

The Ogden, Utah, sheriff holds a felony 
warrant for this man, who is also wanted 
by the Federal authorities of Salt Lake 
City on white slavery and embezzlement 
charges. Arrest on sight and wire the 
sheriff at Ogden, or the nearest office of our 
detective agents. 


earned a substantial wage. Several weeks 
elapsed—uneventful in the extreme, but sud- 
denly St. Jean disappeared. When making 
his exit he cashed a check at a local restaur- 
ant. This check bore the forged signature 
of the depositor who had befriended him. 
The description of St. Jean is as follows: 
38 years of age, 5 feet 10% inches tall, 170 
pounds, brown hair, brown eyes; occupa- . 
tion, salesman. A specimen of his writing 
is appended to this article. 


. 4 4 io 
di 
Clarence Miller, alias Clyde Evans | 
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Hak E. THOMPSON (1775) alias 
Peter W. Miller, alias J. J. Manning 
(1760) alias Peter W. Burke (1893) has 
been reported active in the vicinity of Scran- 
ton, Pa. He also paid a visit to Roanoke, 
Va., to the regret of a bank’s customer 
there. The October issue of this Supple- 
ment, page 4, gives a photograph of Thomp- 


PAY, TO THE 
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Escaped Convict Continues Passing Checks 


son taken in a penal institution. The photo- 
graph herewith was taken recently and is 
more descriptive of his present appearance. 

Thompson’s physical description follows: 
40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches 
tall, about 160 pounds, high forehead, light 
blue eyes (might appear gray) ruddy com- 
plexion and usually clean shaven. 


Doutars 


A check that Thompson cashed in September 


Buckley Moves East 


Robert Lee Buckley 


exhausting every trick known to 
a criminal, ROBERT L. BUCKLEY 
(1731) has left California and is now in the 
middle west. There is every indication he is 
heading East, possibly for Chicago. His 
method of operation is termed “cash and 
bearer.” The sample signatures which 
Buckley uses to copy from are usually 
those inscribed on deposit slips which for 
some reason or other are thrown in the waste 
basket. He retrieves them and employs 
them in a way that makes him a dangerous 
operator. As indicated, the forged checks 
negotiated by him are drawn to the order 
of “Cash.” This man’s description is: 38 
years of age, 5 feet 7% inches tall, 145 
pounds, medium build, dark gray hair, blue 
eyes, fair complexion. A specimen of his 
handwriting also appears with this article. 


Little Elusive 


UNIONTOWN, Ala., bank has advised 

us that J. H. (HENRY) LITTLE 
(1940) negotiated a forged check which 
caused them a loss. He is wanted by the 
Uniontown authorities. We are given to 
understand he is wanted elsewhere for 
similar instances of writing other people’s 
names on checks he passes. No description 
has been supplied to us, but we feel the 
photograph reproduced below should assist 
in identifying him should he make his ap- 
pearance at your bank or in the vicinity. 
If Little appears, notify the nearest Burns 
office. 


J. H. Little 
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Harry E. Thompson 


Another Emanon 


J. C. Williams 


to deceive friend and foe alike of his 
identity by adopting the surname of 
Emanon, which spelled backwards reads 
“No name.” A modern Emanon has re- 
cently been arrested at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
where he is now waiting trial on a charge 
of forgery. Repeated questioning of the 
prisoner and extensive inquiries failed to 
reveal the true name of the prisoner. 

Up to the present time more than twenty 
aliases have been learned, each name as- 
sociated with a different crime committed 
by this man. He is carried on our records 
under the name of C. W. HILLIARD 
(1932) alias J. C. Williams. His activities 
range over a generation during which he 
was often arrested. He is totally sophisti- 
cated, no amount of questioning eliciting 
from him anything incriminating to himself. 
His only weakness is his ego which, oddly 
enough, is sometimes damaging to a crook. 

Hilliard’s (or rather the man in custody 
at Salt Lake City) picture is reproduced 
above for the benefit of any member bank 
to recognize as the criminal who at one 
time or another victimized it. If Hilliard 
is wanted it is suggested that detainer 


| 
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warrants be forwarded to the Salt Lake 
City police authorities without delay. As 
a further aid in identifying this man, he is 
described as follows: 36 years of age, 5 feet 
5 inches tall, 134 pounds, medium build, 
brown hair, graying; blue eyes with sug- 
gestion of yellow; medium complexion. 


Bootleg Bargains 


PROHIBITION violation again figures 
in a case recently brought to our at- 
tention. When a forged check was turned 
up at a Normal, Ill, bank, immediate in- 
vestigation of a man using the name CHAS. 
M. BECKWITH (1935) was made with a 
view of causing his apprehension. This was 
not accomplished since it has become evi- 
dent Beckwith is a fictitious person. 
During the course of the investigation, 
however, the following unconfirmed in- 
formation was gleaned: An alleged Italian 
bootleg vendor in St. Louis, Mo., was the 
selected victim of some crooks who in- 
tended to defraud him. In exchange for a 
delivery of liquor the forged check was 
given. The crooks’ idea was to get the 
liquor and the bootlegger would not discover 
his loss until the check came back. Oddly 
enough, the forgery was rather good and 
the drawee bank sustained the loss by pay- 
ing through the clearings. 


A Homecoming Party 


C. VADEN (1939) whose 
home town is Blacksburg, Va., recent- 
ly returned from Chicago, where it is 
claimed he stayed for three years, to the 
scene of his childhood. He paid a local 
bank a visit and deposited a sizable check 
to his account. The check was signed 
Samuel E. Klinn, and was drawn on the 
Independence State Bank of Chicago. “The 
check was later returned “NO ACCOUNT.” 

However, before it was learned the check 
was only so much paper, Vaden drew out 
the money and skipped. Another worth- 
less instrument followed through the clear- 
ings and undoubtedly represents the work 
of Vaden. This young man is about 25 
years of age, 6 feet tall, weighs probably 
135 pounds, has brown hair and a sallow 
complexion. 


The Disappearing 
Charmer 


a pleasing personality 
DOLLY TERRE (1941) gains the 
confidence of bank tellers. She is apparent- 
ly of a thrifty nature and above all never 
to be suspected, judging from her demeanor. 
She opens a savings account and over a 
period of time adds little by little to the 
initial sum. After a short period of time, 
in addition to cash she deposits a few 
checks, too. 

Then as if by necessity or quick reason- 
ing, she leaves town. Before departing 
she makes a final call at the bank, explains 
her intentions and the necessity for with- 
drawing and closing her account. Having 


made a good impression on the tellers she 
experiences little difficulty in receiving a 
sum of money equal to her balance includ- 
ing the checks she deposited. Following 


. caused her arrest. 


her departure the checks are returned “No 
Account.” The checks which are discovered 
to be worthless bear the signature of 
MAURICE J. BLUM (1942) who appears 
to be her partner in crime. Blum is al- 
leged to be an officer of some Baltimore 
company. We have not been supplied with 
the description of these operators. 


Warning 

A female check operator styling herself 
MRS. I. ADELMAN (1944) opened a 
savings account with a Cleveland, Ohio, 
bank. Only a small withdrawal was ef- 
fected. In the course of a few days she 
made deposits in the form of forged checks. 
She then left Cleveland and from a distant 
point wired requesting funds be telegraphed 
her. She was unsuccessul. and our agents, 
with the cooperation of the Boston police, 
She is being held on a 
Boston charge and should any members 
recognize her as a swindler wanted by them, 
they should have detainer warrants for- 
warded to the Boston authorities. Her de- 
scription follows: 25 to 30 years of age, 5 
feet 4 to 5 inches tall, 150 pounds, dark 
complexion, hair dark and long. 


Worthless checks, exceeding eighteen in 
number and each for over $300, were cir- 
culated recently in Oregon and Washington 
by a fellow using the aliases of WILLIAM 
C. BUFORD (1945), J. H. Burton, Chas. 


B. Murton and J. H. Henderson. The 
checks are described as follows: Maker’s 
name, Morrow Realty Company, bank 


drawn on, Denver National Bank, signa- 
ture of maker, C. C. Tooles, Pres. 


Several forged checks, made payable to 
a JOHN CARTER (1946), were cashed at 
St. Louis, Mich, and paid through the 
clearings by a Wheeler, Mich., bank. The 
identity of the criminal is unknown, but a 
specimen of his handwriting is reproduced 
with this article. 


GEORGE CHASE (1947) forged the 
signature of a Tulsa, Okla., bank’s depositor 
to a check which he later cashed at a local 
grocery store. The grocer when interviewed 
by our agents stated that before cashing the 
check for Chase, his bookkeeper called the 
bank on the phone about the check. The 
check was honored by the bank as the de- 
positor’s balance was sufficient and the for- 
gery was not discovered. Chase’s where- 
abouts are unknown. 


R. A. FISHER (1948), an official of a 
Chicago, Ill., concern forged the signature of 
the treasurer of the same company to checks 
in large amounts, cashed the checks 
on the strength of his position and then dis- 
appeared. His whereabouts are unknown. 
No description of the operator was supplied 
to us. 


A farm hand, GEORGE GABLE (1949), 
stayed in the employ of a farmer at Tremon- 
ton, Utah, just long enough to get his sig- 
nature, which subsequently he inscribed on 
a check and negotiated promptly. His dis- 
appearance was simultaneous. Gable is a 
man of 42 years, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weigh- 
ing approximately 150 pounds, dark com- 
plexion and, among other peculiarities, he is 
minus a digit on, it is believed, his right 
hand. A tattooed figure of a woman ap- 
pears on one of his arms. It is possible 
Gable may be in the vicinity of Rock 
Springs, Wyo., where it is reported he in- 
tended going. 


Playing the rdle of chemist WILLIAM 
J. GINSTY (1950) undertook to do a little 
business on his own account and at the same 
time render assistance to a dyeing establish- 
ment on whose premises he maintained his 
office. In keeping with his plans, Ginsty 
opened an account at an Englewood, N. J., 
bank. He almost immediately drew checks 
for an amount in excess of his balance. His 
checks are signed with the name under 
which his account was carried, viz.: Con- 
tinental Dyeing and Processing Co., per 
William J. Ginsty. His present where- 
abouts are unknown. 


MONTE GROSS (1951) is active in 
the vicinity of St. Louis. He attempted to 
deposit a worthless draft to open an account, 
but the bank would only accept it for collec- 
tion. Within a short time the draft came 
back. In the meantime Gross negotiated 
several worthless checks at a hotel. It is 
said that the Department of Justice is de- 
sirous of locating him. His description is 
not available but a specimen of his hand- 
writing appears herewith. 


A St. Louis, Mo., bank sustained a loss 
on a check forged by ARLEEN HANEY 
(1952), alias Ruth Halund. This girl, who 
is only 20 years old, is being sought by 
numerous department stores and merchants 
in St. Louis for similar activities. She has 
operated in particular against women’s wear 
stores which suggests the motive for her 
crimes, viz.: fine garments. A specimen of 
her handwriting appears below. 


AA, 
Aree~ 


CHARLES JENSEN (1956), alias 
Henry Pettigrew, caused a Hempstead, 
Long Island, N. Y., bank a loss through 
forgery. Jensen, after forging the bank de- 
positor’s name to a check successfully nego- 
tiated same with a merchant. No descrip- 
tion of this man has been supplied to us. 


— 
Cy | 
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One of Huggar’s spurious checks 


WILLIAM A. HUGGAR (1954), a 
bogus check operator recently set into cir- 
culation a spurious instrument which was 
finally cashed by a Westfield, N. J., bank. 
It appears that: Huggar’s method is to pass 
a check on to an acquaintance in lieu of cash. 
The check then will probably go through 
other hands before being presented at a 
bank. One of Huggar’s checks is repro- 
duced above. 

This operator fortunately can not injure 
banks to any great extent because generally 
a reputable person has presented the check 
and consequently the bank is protected by 
the indorsement. 


OSCAR KAHN (1957) opened an ac- 
count in a Jersey City, N. J., bank with a 
worthless check and issued checks against 
it before it cleared. When ultimately it was 
learned the check was no good it was also 
discovered Kahn had skipped. Close exam- 
ination of the spurious instrument and a 
comparison of the writing on it with that 
of Kahn’s leaves little doubt that Kahn 
wrote the check. He is described as fol- 
lows: About 50 years old, 5 feet 2 inches 
tall, 130 pounds, dark complexion, little 
black moustache; Hebrew of German ex- 


traction. His handwriting is reproduced 
below. 
d, 
i 
Pay TO THE 


FARMERS NATIONAL BANK 
MALONE, N, Y. 50-390 


A bogus check operator styling himself 
GEORGE HARRING (1953), alias C. A. 
Jackson, distributed some of his paper in the 
vicinity of Joplin, Mo. The checks he issues 
are drawn on the Brooklyn National Bank 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. A _ specimen of his 
writing is appended to this article. 


L. C. JAMES (1955) forged the signa- 
ture of a St. Louis bank’s depositor to a 
check which caused the bank a loss. No de- 
scription of James is available but with 
this article will be found a sample of his 
chirography. 


LEM 


The photograph reproduced below is 
that of one of the many worthless checks 
being passed by J. E. KAMANSKY (1958), 
alias L. B. Donovan, alias Fred Sampter, 
etc. Kamansky’s method follows the time 
worn scheme of opening an account; making 
deposits and withdrawals over a period of 


A large check that Kamansky tried to put over 


time; depositing a worthless check, and after 
succeeding in drawing against it (which 
sometimes happens) leaves for parts un- 
known. Kamansky has been extremely ac- 
tive recently and banks will therefore find 
this warning timely. 


ELMER LONG (1961). We are advised 
that this man, formerly an official of an 
association of public accountants, is wanted 
in Indianapolis, Ind., on a forgery charge. 
We are reproducing his photograph and a 
specimen of his handwriting so that he may 
be identified, as it is said he has several 
aliases. To further his plans he may ne- 
gotiate for the purchase of a business or 
represent he is traveling in the interests of 
some one else. 

He is described as about 48 years of age, 


Elmer Long 


5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 170 pounds, 
slightly stooped, dark complexion, dark 
somewhat wavy hair; ready conversational- 
ist and speaks Spanish fluently. 


T. KRUGER (1959), alias H. Sutton, 
paid the Reno Hide, Wrecking and Junk 
Company, of Reno, Nev., a visit. He 
claimed to have family connections in Los 
Angeles, and said he had been attending 
college at the university in Berkeley, Cal. 
These tales, however, were merely the pre- 
liminaries in Kruger’s scheme which cul- 
minated with his stealing some blank checks 
from this company. After a short space of 
time, Kruger made use of the checks which 
later were discovered to be forgeries. Later 
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other checks turned up but on different com- 
panies and a brief examination sufficed to 
satisfy even the casual observer that Kruger 
was the person who forged them. 

The description of this party, as learned 
by our agents is: 24 years of age, 5 feet 4 
inches tall, 133 pounds, rather slender build, 
dark hair, small brown eyes, dark complex- 
ion, smooth shaven; several gold teeth in 
upper jaw; watery eyes. This man is 
wanted by the San Diego police, who hold 
a warrant for him, and it is known he 
operated at Salt Lake City, Reno, Chico, 
etc. A specimen of his handwriting is re- 
produced below. 


A youth, designated to us under the name 
of JAMES C. LEACOCK (1960), is re- 
ported to have found on the streets of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., a check described as follows: 
Issued by the Federal Title and Trust Com- 
pany, Beaver Falls, Pa., drawn on the Me- 
chanics and Metals National Bank, New 
York City, and printed on green safety 
paper. Leacock’s find came to light when 
he delivered the check to a Greensburg, Pa., 
bank. 

The object of this warning is to acquaint 
banks with the existence of spurious instru- 
ments of which the above described check 
is one. The genuine check of the Federal 
Title and Trust Company is lithographed on 
white Colonial Bank Note paper. The hand- 
writing appearing on this check is repro- 
duced below. 


H. L. MONEY (1868), of whom we 
wrote in the September issue of this Sup- 
plement, has since that time continued his 
operations until arrested around the early 
part of October. He is at present in the 
custody of the Lakeland, Fla., authorities. 
Undoubtedly some of our member banks 
are interested in this fellow who has been 
quite active. 

He is described as follows: 23 or 24 years 
of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 135 pounds, dark 
brown hair. A specimen of his penmanship 
is published with this article. If Money 
operated against any bank it is suggested 
that detainer warrants be filed against him. 


‘A fellow by the name of LESTER NEFF 
(1962) has been issuing worthless checks 
against the First National Bank, Carroll, 
Ohio. Neff worked for two days for a 


farmer in the vicinity of Carroll and claimed 
that he expected to cut corn in that terri- 
tory. He made a small deposit at the above 
mentioned bank, but soon withdrew it all 
and continued issuing checks, which, of 
course, had no funds to meet them. The 
amounts are usually from $5 to $10. 


FRED NORMAN (1963). We have been 
advised that this man, who carried an ac- 
count with The First National Bank of Port 
Arthur, Texas, over a year ago, has recently 
been issuing worthless checks drawn ©n that 
bank. His operations reported thus far 
have been perpetrated in the states of 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and New York. 
The usual amount of Norman’s worthless 
checks are from $10 to $50. It is thought 
that he may be traveling with some vaude- 
ville show, but we are unable to furnish his 
description. 


A letter was received by the local man- 
ager of a Spokane, Wash., business house, 
in which E. H. PREECE (1964) confessed 
to having forged a great many checks with 
his employer’s name. Preece was employed 
for several years by the company whose 
name he was forging; and when matters 
reached a point where either his conscience 
got the best of him or his feeling of secur- 
ity failed him, he disappeared. Preece is a 


man about 40 years of age and of English 
nativity. 


RAY ROBERTS (1965) alias Frank J. 
Roberts, alias Roberts and Son, Inc., has 
been issuing worthless checks in the vicinity 
of Syracuse, N. Y. Roberts does not pre- 
sent the checks at a bank himself. To the 
contrary, they are cashed by individuals 
who accommodate Roberts upon his solici- 
tation. It is these individuals who lose, since 
the bank naturally holds them to their in- 
dorsement. The reproduced handwriting 
below is that of Roberts, the operator. 


Tay Robes 
20 
Sepa 


JOE RUDNIK (1966) stole 24 blank 
checks of the Porten-Blomstrom Manufac- 
turing Company of Minneapolis, Minn. 
Within a few days ten of the checks had 
been filled in, the signatures forged on same, 
and cashed with merchants in St. Paul. 
Rudnik is described as follows: 35 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 180 pounds, 
stocky build, dark complexion, dark hair, 
smooth shaven; speaks brokenly and is 
plainly a foreigner. 


WILLIAM E. SCHERER (1967) was 
sentenced to a five year term of imprison- 
ment in 1921, but it is apparent that he is 
out and not in the least bit cured of the 
cause that previously sent him in. Just re- 
cently several checks of a worthless nature 
were negotiated and upon examination it 
was readily determined that the instruments 
represent the work of Scherer. Either 


Scherer was not properly cured or is 
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anxious to go back to jail. Scherer’s de- 
scription in 1921 was given as follows: 
About 55 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, 
weighing 190 pounds, dark complexion, dark 
eyes, dark’ hair, smooth shaven. 


BENJAMIN SOLOMON (1969) imi- 
tated a New York bank’s depositor’s signa- 
ture, causing the bank a loss as the result. 
Solomon’s initial success soon became his- 
tory because taking advantage of it, he fol- 
lowed with several more checks.. The size 
of the loss lifts this man into the dangerous 
class of paper crooks. Solomon is a young 
Jewish boy of 25 years. His complete de- 
scription indicates him to be about 5 feet 
5 inches tall, weight 140. potinds, medium 
build, dark complexion. 


A commercial house in Spokane, Wash., 
purchased a cashier’s check from a local 
bank which it intended mailing to one of its 
salesmen who was on the road. The check 
never reached its destination, but it de- 
veloped notwithstanding that someone had 
cashed the check. Incidental to this dis- 
covery was the disappearance of the mail 
clerk employed by the commercial house. 
No trace of him has been found and, of 
course, his sudden departure has cast a pall 
of suspicion in his direction. His name is 
withheld, but the name used by the party 


cashing the check was JOHN SWEENEY 
(1970). 


MRS. J. WALTERS (1971) alias Mrs. 
W. L. Stuck, alias Mrs. V. C. Cross, al- 
though a woman timid in demeanor, has suc- 
cessfully defrauded an Athens, Ohio, bank 
by inducing the teller to cash some checks for 
her. She related the story of the checks 
representing her husband’s pay which he 
had received for some road work per- 
formed outside of Athens. Mrs. Walters is 
a young woman of 25 to 30 years, weigh- 
ing about 125 pounds, probably 5 feet 5 
inches in height, dark hair, brown eyes, 
and round face. About the checks she uses, 
it is well to explain they are drawn on the 
Citizens National Bank of Marietta, are 
numbered, protectographed and bear the no- 
tation “Labor to date.” 


IRVIN WHITNEY (1972) _ negotiated 
in Portland, Ore., a check which proved 
to be worthless. The member bank, which 
cashed the check, is protected by the in- 
dorsement of a young lady to whom Whit- 
ney was engaged, but as the check form is 
genuine and was apparently stolen along 
with others, we suggest that members be 
on the alert. There is no one named C. F. 
Lalum, whose signature appears on the 
forged check, connected with Guggenhime 
& Co., San Francisco, but the checks are 
similar in form to those which were printed 
for the company’s president last December. 

The operator represented himself to be a 
member of the New York City lodge of the 


-Elks, but we are unable to give any de- 


scription of his person other than that he 
wears an Elks pin. 


Arrested 


Forgers 


ADELMAN, INEZ—Alias Jeane Newbolt, 
arrested October 5, at Boston, held in the 
county jail. 


32 Fac 
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BLOOMQUIST, CHARLES E.—Septem- 
ber 19, at St. Louis, Mo., held in the city 


jail. 

COLLINS, J. H.—Alias A. C. Babbitt, 
September 11, at Los Angeles, held in the 
city jail. 

COX, C. H., MRS.—September 26, at 
Tulsa, Okla., held in the county jail. 

CRUZ, ALFONSO—October 9, at Detroit, 
held in the city jail. 

GIBSON, DONALD F.—Alias E. Hecock, 
September 12, at Santa Barbara, Cal., 
held in the county jail. | 

JOHNSON, W. L.—Alias Ross Farr, Sep- 
tember 15, at Okmulgee, Okla., held in the 
county jail. 

O’DONNELL, WM.—Located—No action 
taken. 

UPTON, GEORGE R.—September 26, at 
Portland, Ore., held in the county jail. 
WATSON, F.—September 19, at Princeton, 

Tll., held in the county jail. 

WILLIAMS, CECIL (Colored)—Septem- 
ber, 1925, at Jackson, Miss., held in the 
county jail. 

WORTH, J. E.—September 14, at Oak- 
land, Cal., held in the county jail. 


Hoidups 


BOGGUS, EARL—September 16, at Yale, 
Okla., held in the county jail. 
BRANDON, ROY—September 16, at Yale, 
Okla., held in the county jail. 
BRIDGES, JEWELL—September 16, at 
Yale, Okla., held in the county jail. 
DAVIS, FRED—September 18, At Bristow, 
Okla., held in the county jail. 
EDWARDS, “POLACK” JOE—To be re- 
turned to Buffalo, held in the county jail. 
FOLLY, LEE—October 2, near Guthrie, 
Okla., held in the county jail. 
FUNK, HARRY E September 8, at 
Urbana, IIl., held in the county jail. 
GROSSMAN, FRANK—October 8, . at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., held in the county jail. 
JOHNSON, H. T.—Re-arrested September 
29, at Seattle, Wash., held in the county 
jail. 

KENDALL, JAMES—September 29, at 
Seattle, Wash., held in the county jail. 
McCARTHY, WM.—Re-arrested Septem- 

ber 29, at Seattle, Wash., held in the 
county jail. 
HARRY OVITZ—Shot and killed on Sep- 
tember 29, in the holdup of bank. 
POLOWSKI, GEORGE—October 6, at 
Detroit, held in the county jail. 
RAMER, ROBERT—October 8, at Pitts- 
burg, held in the county jail. 
SCHULTZ, HARRY—October 8, at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., held in the county jail. 
STAGNER, FRANK-—St. Louis, Mo., 
held in the county jail. 
WALKER, RAYMOND. A.—October 3, 
at Shawnee, Okla., held in the county jail. 
WOLF, CLARENCE—October 2, at Buf- 
falo, N. Y., held, in the county jail. 


Burglars 


DAWSIE, JOE—Re-arrested September 25, 
at Clinton, Ill., held in the county jail. 
FORD, GEORGE—Re-arrested September 

25, at Clinton, Ill., held in the county jail. 


Sneak Thief 


BOLI, MARIO (Gypsie Woman)—Sep- 
tember 22, at Chicago, held in the county 
jail. 
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Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 


BAUMAN, EDWARD (Colored)—2 
years, Ione Reformatory, Cal. 

BROCK, WALTER C.—No prosecution. 

CETINSKI, JOE—Released. 

CETINSKI, MRS. JOE—Case settled. 

CROSSWHITE, CHARLES A—No 
prosecution. 

DAVIS, FRANK O—1 to 14 years, In- 
diana State Prison. 

DUMONT, CHAS.—1 year, Los Angeles 
County Jail, Los Angeles. 

FRANKLIN, RAY—Case dismissed. 

HAMMONDS, BERT—Sentenced to State 
Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

JOHNSON, ROBERT-—2 years, Louisiana 
State Penitentiary. 

MARCIOUS, MANUEL—1 to 4 years 
— State Prison, San Quentin, 

1. 

MILETON, jJAMES—Sentenced to State 
Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

NEWTON, LEONARD—1 to 14 years, 
Idaho State Penitentiary 

PERRELLA, LEO W.—Paroled. 

ROOT, J. A—No prosecution. 

SMITH, ROSE ELLEN—Indeterminate 

sentence, Girls’ Reformatory, Geneva, II. 

STOVER, L. A—No prosecution. 

TILLIAN, EDW.—Alias Leonard Ksychi, 
alias R. W. Barth, 12 to 14 years, Colo- 
rado State Penitentiary. 

WILLIAMS, C. B.—2 years probation. 


Holdup Robbers 


BARTH, LESTER—1 year, St. Louis 
Work House. 

CASTLEBERRY, FLOYD—Released, lack 
of prosecution. 

COVER, JOHN—10 years, Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary. 

CRAVENS, CLARENCE—Forfeited bond. 

DITTMER, JOHN DELOS—11 to 55 
years, Kansas State Penitentiary. 

EDWARDS, ROY—15 years, Anamosa 
(Iowa) Reformatory. 

EVENGER, PAUL—Held at Oklahoma 
City on highway robbery charge. 

FARGO, CHAS. W.—l1 to 55 years, 
Kansas State Penitentiary. 

FEASTER, L. V.—5 years, Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

FROTH, FRANK—Life sentence at Mc- 
Alester, Okla. 

HILL, JAMES—Killed. 

IVEY, ALLISON—Sentenced to life, at 
McAlester, Okla. 
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JELLA, ARTHUR—Released. 

JENKINS, EDDIE—Held in Sumner 
County (Kan.) ,on store burglary charge. 

JEWELL, BOYD—49 years, Arkansas 
State Penitentiary. 

JONES, FRANK—25 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

LEE, “BUCK”—50 years, Oklahoma State 
Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

MADDOX, CHUG—3 to 20 years, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 

MASON, ALBERT—Sentenced to San 
Quentin, Cal. Prison. 

McCARTHY, CLINTON—Escaped. 

McDOWELL, C. C.—Sentenced to life, at 
McAlester, Okla. 

McGOWAN, JOHN—Acquitted. 

McGOWAN, WM. E.—10 years, Kentucky 
State Penitentiary. 

MEYLIO, GEORGE—20 to 30 years, at 
Walla Walla, Wash. 

MORRIS, DON—Killed while robbing 
bank. 

MORRISON, KELSEY—9 years, Okla- 
homa State Penitentiary. 

PELLIO, EMILIO-—Deported. 

ROBARDS, EARL—25 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary. 

RYAN, GEORGE—20 to 30 years at Walla 
Walla, Wash. 

SMITH, JACK LUTE—Released. 

ST. CLAIRE, ERNEST—Sentenced to San 
Quentin, Cal. Prison. 

STONE, WM.—10 years, Kentucky State 
Penitentiary. 

TAYLOR, AL.—11 to 55 years, Kansas 
State Penitentiary. 

TAYLOR, JOHN—10 to 20 years, Kansas 
State Penitentiary. 

TERRALL, HORACE—Released. 

THOMAS, EARL—10 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

THOMAS, RAYMOND-—Sentenced to life 
at McAlester, Okla. 

THOMPSON, BLACKIE—Sentenced to 
life at McAlester, Okla. 

THOMPSON, DONALD—5 years, Re- 
formatory at Granite, Okla. 

THOMPSON, GEORGE—10 to 25 years 
at hard labor, Walla Walla, Wash. 

THROCKMORTON, CLAIRE—Released. 

THROCKMORTON, WM.—Released. 

VERNON, JAMES—50 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

WARD, JOSEPH—Escaped. 

WHITE, FLOYD—50 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

WHITE, RALPH—5 to 15 years, Kansas 
State Penitentiary. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Awaiting] Arrests | Arrests 
i Reported|Reported 
Since in 
Aug, 31, | October 
1925 


Total | victed 


Dis- |Fugitive 
‘Con- | charged |Escaped|Awaiting 
or Ac- | Insane | Trial 


Forgers, etc... 184 
Sneak thieves 4 
Total... 422 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CAtiForNIA, Los ANGELES.—I, N. Van Nuys Building. 

CatirorniA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District of CoLtuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fiorina, M1am1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GeorGcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cu1caco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Mornes.—609 Observatory Building. 

Louristana, New Orteans, — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

Building. 

MassacHusetts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

Micuican, Detrort.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourt, Kansas. City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NEw York, BurraLo.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

CinctnNATI—1012 Keith's Theater Building. 


Onto, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA Crity.—908 Colcord Building. 
OREGON, PortLanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittsspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, DALLtas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 

Texas, SAN AntTon1o.—Gunter Building. 

Uran, Satt Lake City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 
WASHINGTON, SeattLeE.—L. C. Smith Building. 
WASHINGTON, SpoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CANADA, MONTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Rules of Prevention and Why 


By JAMES E. BAUM 


Deputy Manager, Protective Department 


HIRTY-FOUR years ago the American Bankers 

Association recognized the need of effective measures 

to prevent crimes against member banks by appoint- 

ing a Protective Committee, whose rules govern the 
conduct of the Protective Department and regulate the 
services of our detective agents. 

Since its inception in 1891, protective service has been 
rendered to all member banks under committee regulations, 
which have always aimed at crime PREVENTION in 
preference to the slower, costlier and more doubtful results 
of DETECTION. These regulations are designed to 
place effective investigations at the disposal of all members 
suffering losses which are unpreventable in the regular 
conduct of banking. In drawing a distinction between 
preventable and unpreventable crimes in its rules, the 
Protective Committee strives, first: to encourage diligent 
and sound banking practice, rather than negligence, and, 
second: to avoid the impossible position of discriminating 
against the vast majority of member banks which recognize 
and avoid the risk of honoring the paper of unindentified 
strangers or of advancing cash on uncollected funds. From 
the standpoint of nation-wide service, any other course 


would mean appropriating the dues of careful bankers in 
a doubtful effort to correct the mistakes of a credulous 
minority. 

Throughout these thirty-four years of nation-wide pro- 
tective service, our records furnish ample proof of the 
need of limitations in these regulations, which must be de- 
signed with a vision toward national service to follow the 
rule of a majority rather than the minority. In thus re- 
minding member banks of the purposes of the Protective 
Committee rules, we are also reminded of cases where the 
interpretation of the rules by our detective agents has 
brought unjust criticism upon Burns’ representatives when 
they declined to investigate preventable losses at the ex- 
pense of this association. 

The Burns Agency is authorized to investigate, at the 
expense of this association, only those unpreventable losses 
covered by the Protective Committee rules. The time or 
expense used in investigating losses beyond our authority 
is either chargeable to the member bank requesting such 
service, at the same preferred, per diem rates which this 
association enjoys, or represents a dead loss to the Burns 
Agency, whose income is reduced by declining such cases. 


Watch Deposits Received by Mail 


HE following interesting matter was re- 

ferred to us recently. In recounting 
the story we wish to state that the purpose 
is merely to afford member banks the op- 
portunity of guarding against a similar 
legal tangle through knowledge of what has 
transpired elsewhere. The names of banks, 
persons, towns, etc., used in this article are 
fictitious. 

The First National Bank of Onetown, 
Oklahoma, received through the mail, an 
envelope containing a draft in the amount of 
$1,042 in currency, and a blue card 
bearing the name of A. B. See, and his ad- 
dress, Threetown, Okla. The letter was 
postmarked Twotown, Okla. The First 
National Bank, after some reflection, de- 
posited the draft to the credit of A. B. 
See, issued a duplicate deposit slip and 


mailed the duplicate slip to See. 

Twenty days later the First National 
Bank of Onetown, received a call from the 
Second National Bank of Twotown, Okla., 
which advised that it had been presented 
with a check from A. B. See in the sum 
of $1,042, drawn on the First National 
Bank. The Second National Bank was ad- 
vised to take up the check for collection. 
The bank did so and later was paid by the 
First National Bank. 

Shortly after this incident A. B. See 
wrote the First National Bank for his can- 
celled vouchers. They were sent to him 
along with his statement. 

Six months later a Mr. X. Y. Zee, pre- 
sented to the Third National Bank of Three- 
town, Okla., a check for collection. It was 
drawn on the First National Bank of One- 


Hold Them When You Catch Them 


RED HALL (1934), alias Raymond E. 

Canfield, alias Clarence Miller, alias 
Clyde Evans, etc., was arrested recently in 
Canton, Ohio. When questioned by our 
agents and local authorities Hall made a 
confession. He acknowledged previous jail 
terms and told of some of his experiences. 
His mind was very keen as indicated.by his 
ready recollection of each instance of his 
depredations submitted by our agents from 
records they had compiled. The circum- 
stances, too, were quickly recited by him. 
He told of an attempt to defraud a bank 
where he thought he was going to be ar- 


rested, but instead, to his surprise, it merely 
retrieved its funds, apologizing for doing so. 

When bank officers feel sufficiently secure 
to demand the return of their money, they 
no doubt would be equally safe in requesting 
their authorities to detain the man long 
enough to have permitted them an oppor- 
tunity to communicate with the Association 
to ascertain whether or not he was “wanted” 
elsewhere. 

After the occurrence above related, a 
great number of banks suffered losses at the 
hands of Hall which could have been 
avoided had he been held. 


town. The amount of the check was $1042 
and bore the signature of X. Y. Zee. The 
First National Bank returned the instru- 
ment to the Third National Bank marked 
“No Account.” 

Now X. Y. Zee insists he sent the First 
National Bank, for deposit to his account, 
the draft which they applied to the credit of 
A. B. See. He has a duplicate copy of a 
letter he alleges accompanied the draft. X. 
Y. Zee is now suing the First National Bank 
for the amount of $1,042 and $5,000 exemp- 
lary damages. 

Whether the first National Bank fails or 
not in its defense, the fact remains it has 
suffered annoyance and expense. Help 
yourself to avoid such inconvenience and loss 
of money by watching closely all deposits 
received through the mails. 


A Lone Bandit 


ECENTLY a bank in Detroit was held 

up by a lone bandit. Although the pro- 
verbial lone wolf is not uaknown he seems a 
rarity in these days of organized gangs. It is 
probable this particular bandit will be looked 
upon with a certain degree of admirativn for 
his apparent nerve. From society’s stand- 
point, or as viewed by the banking frater- 
nity, it matters not whether a holdup is per- 
petrated by one or many stick-up men. The 


losses are the same and the danger equal. 
This bandit is described as follows: about 
32 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, slight 
build; wore an old gray cap, tan top coat 
and a large gray woolen scarf. 
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The Cattle King Is Corralled 


ECENTLY the Fort Wayne, Ind., au- 
thorities arrested a man using the name 
of FRANK W. CLARK (1973). 

We are reproducing Clark’s photograph 
and believe he is the man who defrauded 
a number of banks throughout the country 
in the following fashion: On arrival at a 
small town he pretends to be buying dairy 
cows. He visits farmers and actually nego- 
tiates for the purchase of cows, even giv- 
ing instructions as to their shipment. On 
the strength of these negotiations, which 
suggest him as a possible substantial busi- 
ness man, this crook induces banks and 
others to cash checks in large amounts 
which always prove to be bogus or 
forgeries. 

His description follows: about 35 years 
old, about 5 feet 11 inches tall, 185 pounds, 
well built, blue eyes, blonde hair, combed 
back; slim face; fluent talker and _ thor- 


Succeeds in Passing 


NSISTENCE on the age-old rule which 

requires absolute identification of 
strangers by indorsement before honoring 
their checks will prevent your bank from 
being defrauded. MAURICE E. ROWE 
(1980), alias Bert V. Sterling, an old 
offender with many other aliases, continues 
passing bogus checks at Arkansas, Texas 
and Kansas banks. A letter of introduc- 
tion and check, ostensibly issued by the 
Standard Oil Company, is used. He pre- 
sents credentials and papers and claims 
to be the representative of this firm with 


A Persistent Visitor 


| is the April issue of this Supplement on 
page 3 an article was published concern- 
ing W. E. NORRIS (1550), alias W. E. 
Good, alias G. M. Prosser. The article, in 
part, recited: “When a man who measures 
slightly over 5 feet, weighing about 120 
pounds, having light hair, thin face and be- 
ing about 28 years of age, walks into your 
bank and either presents himself individually 
or has someone identify him in order that 
you might cash a check, he may be the 
same operator who has used the names of 


Frank W. Clark 


oughly understands cattle. If any member 
bank has been defrauded by this criminal, 
and can identify the photograph, it is sug- 
gested it communicate with its local author- 
ities and arrange to have a detainer war- 


rant lodged against Clark with the police 
at Ft. Wayne. 


Standard Oil Check 


authority to purchase options and leases on 
oil lands. , 

Numerous warning articles have been 
broadcast by this association and_ state 
bankers’ associations in the last few years 
in an effort to apprehend this forger; and 
Arkansas bankers recently offered a reward 
of $200 for his arrest and conviction. His 
description is 35 years of age, height about 
5 feet 10 inches, weight 185 to 200 pounds, 
build heavy and solid, complexion sandy and 
smooth shaven, eyes blue or blue gray, hair 
light. 


Makes Another Call 


W. E. Norris, etc.” 

Norris walked into a bank in Glen Rock. 
Pa., recently, employed his usual tactics and 
walked out with the money. His success 
was partly due to his having selected a busy 
time to present the check. In the April 
number there appeared a reproduction of 
one of the checks Norris used to defraud 
banks. It was ostensibly drawn on a Bal- 
timore bank by the General Coffee Com- 
pany and signed by George M. Hardy. It 
was made payable to W. E. Norris. 


The Timid Teller 


R L. TWEEDY (1979) operated in Bos- 
*ton recently. Immediately on learning 
he was in town our agents notified the banks 
by personal call. Tweedy soon presented a 
check at one of these banks and was merely 
refused the cash on it. The teller, it de- 
veloped, had become frightened upon the 
criminal’s appearance and did not notify 
anybody. Tweedy was thus enabled to walk 
out, only to bide his time and opportunity 
to prey on more banks, when his activities 
could have immediately been stopped. 


If a teller is so sure a dishonest man 
stands before him that he becomes fright- 
ened, let him give at least an alarm. That 
is extreme, however, because in most in- 
stances through employing a suitable pre- 
text, a crook can be detained long enough 
to be picked up and held. It is the crim- 
inal and not the teller in whom we must 
instill fear. If that principle works back- 
wards the crooks are going to enjoy their 
vocation profitably and without hazards. 


Anderson Joins the Good 
Crooks 


EORGE “DUTCH” ANDERSON, the 
notorious desperado and pal of Gerald 
Chapman, came to the end of his inglorious 
career on the night of October 31, 1925, in 
an alleyway of the city of Muskegon, Mich. 
Quoting recent editorial comment on An- 
derson: “Education plus character is a fine 
thing. Education minus character makes a 
useless member of the human race, or a 
dangerous criminal, as Anderson was. Ed- 
ucated or illiterate, a gunman is a gunman, 
a crook merely a crook. The slightest ad- 
miration for Anderson is a mistaken feeling. 
He merited none. The only regret for 
his passing lies in the fact that he killed 
a brave police officer before he died.” 


The New Demonstrator 


retail dealer is generally in a 
receptive mood for any business prop- 
osition that might add to his income. MAX 
GOLDMAN (1974), alias Cohen, appar- 
ently understood and made capital of it. 
Approaching a small retailer, Goldman sug- 
gested the renting from him of a store 
window, in which he intended demonstrat- 
ing hosiery. The retailer was to receive 
a percentage from the sales. The other 
side of Goldman’s business involved the 
purchase of the goods he was to sell. A- 
cordingly he placed orders with numerous 
distributors for goods other than hosiery— 
all to be delivered to the store, C.O.D. 
When the merchandise arrived Goldman 
received the packages and paid for same 
with checks. Then he disappeared with the 
merchandise. The checks bore the forged 
signature of a Boston, Mass., bank’s de- 
positor. Goldman is described as follows: 
35 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches, 140 pounds; 
Jewish, speaks English with an accept. 


Slow But Sure 


Cia L. HAYES (1975), alias “Pig 
Iron” Hayes, entered the community 
of Ridgway, Pa., several months ago. From 
the time of his arrival until recently his 
character remained unimpeachable. His 
alias seemed to have been earned through his 
forceful personality and apparent business 
ability. He claimed connection with the 
Central Pennsylvania Lumber Company’s 
Logging Operations near Ridgway; but now 
all in changed. Recently Hayes left the 
community after having cashed checks with 
any and every person he had cultivated. All 
the checks were bogus. 

A preliminary investigation by a member 
bank develops that Hayes had this coup 
fixed in his mind when he first came to the 
town and his every action was premeditated. 
An operator of this slow method type is 
exceedingly dangerous, but a bank can pro- 
tect itself by employing due diligence— 
heeding the ancient adage, DO NOT AD- 
VANCE FUNDS ON UNCOLLECTED 
ITEMS. Hayes is described as being: 32 
years of age, 5 feet 1114 inches tall, 180 
pounds, married and has two children. 
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Woman Check Forger Uses 70 Aliases 


AY F. PAUL- 
SEN (1978), 
who to our knowl- 
edge has used not less 
than seventy different 
aliases, is operating in 


the East at the pres- Say 


ent time. Her method 
involves inquiry at a 
rooming house for 
living quarters, the 
name of the bank 
where the owner de- 
posits and other such 
details. With this in- 
formation in hand she 


‘ 


Bad Banking Certified 


F. KING (1977), alias J. J. Moralles, 

@ alias J. C. Richardson, etc., was ar- 
rested under the name of Stanley H. Bar- 
rows, in Minneapolis, Minn., on November 
5, 1925. King, when questioned, made a 
complete confession. He acknowledged 
without reserve, his activities in Los An- 
geles, San Francisco, Denver and Minne- 
apolis. He related the story of a bank in 
which he had opened an account and made 
deposits with worthless and forged checks; 
then, to use King’s own words, “I presented 
a check payable to my order for $800 and 
asked that same be certified, which they 
very kindly did.” 

Very likely, a number of other member 
banks are interested in this man, and we 
suggest they arrange to prosecute him on 
their charges by having their local authori- 
ties file a detainer warrant with the Minne- 
apolis police. 

King’s description is as follows: 30 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches tall, 150 pounds, 
slender build, brown eyes, heavy eyebrows. 
A specimen of his handwriting appears 


Losing on a Guarantee 


C. L. KEEFER (1976) vis- 
ited a Johnston, S. C., bank and rep- 
resented himself to be an agent of the Wales 
Adding Machine Company and undertook 
to repair an adding machine. Encouraged 
by his progress he told some stories of 
guaranteeing his work and issued a certifi- 
cate of “Guarantee” under the name of the 
Wales Adding Machine Company. 

Receiving a check drawn to the adding 
machine company’s order for his services, 
he promptly endorsed as their agent and 
procured the cash on same. The Wales 
Adding Machine Company has no one by 
the name of C. L. Keefer in its employ and 
is desirous of running down this impostor. 
No description of Keefer is available. 


One of May F. Paulsen’s Worthless Forged Checks 


A False Prophet 


Rev. James D. Kelly 


HE dusky preacher, REV. J. D. 

KELLY (1835), the subject of an ar- 
ticle in the September Supplement, is at 
large again. Kelly escaped while bethig re- 
turned to Laurel, Miss. 

This pretender and worthless check ope- 
rator represents himself to be a minister 
in the African Methodist Zion Church. He 
generally uses his own name and depends 
almost entirely upon his religious followers 
for victims. 

His description is given as follows: 24 
years of age (looks older), 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, 140 pounds, slender build, dark brown 
complexion, and usually wears shell rim 
glasses. His photograph is reproduced 
above. 


Wellington’s Bad Business 
URING May of this year at Butte, 


Montana, R. J. WELLINGTON 
(1825) set up a women’s ready-to-wear 
clothing business, an apparently bona fide 
undertaking. Subsequent developments, how- 
ever, revealed his motive and the fact that 
the business was established as a blind for 
his operations. 

Wellington’s scheme began when he se- 
cured a book of printed checks from his 
bank. Next, he negotiated as many worth- 
less checks and drafts as he could and 
quickly disappeared. On leaving, even those 
employed in his business were defrauded, 
Wellington neglecting to pay their salaries. 
Wellington subsequently defrauded banks 
and merchants the country over, in each 
instance using checks that were printed for 


calls at the bank, ex- 
plaining that her 
friend (the de- 
positor), recommended 
her. Following a 
pleasant chat she often 
succeeds in having a 
$50 bogus check 
cashed. 

She is about 50 
years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches tall, weight 150 
pounds, dark hair, 
tinged with gray; 
dark eyes, and pleas- 
ant appearance. 


SLA FA 
Vivid 


" him at Butte. They are drawn on the Metals 


Bank and Trust Company of that city. 

Wellington’s description is given as fol- 
lows: 40 years of age, 6 feet 2 inches tall, 
150 to 160 pounds in weight, slender build, 
sharp pointed features, dark chestnut hair 
with a slight wave, slight crook to his nose; 
two gold crowned teeth; scar above right 
eyebrow; slightly stoop-shouldered; chews 
cigars rather than smokes them. 


Warning 


J. W. BASINGER (1981) succeeded in 
having a Dickson, Tenn., bank cash a worth- 
less check for him but not until after a 
local customer identified him. This man has 
in his possession an order book and some 
samples for the Fairbanks, Morse and Com- 
pany, which he employs in such a manner 
as to mislead those he intends to defraud. 
Basinger’s description is given as follows: 
about 35 years of age, 6 feet tall, 170 pounds, 
sandy complexion. A specimen of his hand- 
writing appears below. 


LAD 
J 


A woman in the vicinity of Napoleon, 
Ohio, has been passing checks, all of which 
are made out in the amount of $52.50 and 
payable to JOHN CLARK (1983). They 
bear the forged signature of a depositor of 
a Napoleon bank. Her manner of cashing 
the checks is as follows: She goes to the 
office of a coal company, orders a ton of 
coal to be delivered at ten o’clock in the 
morning of the following day, presents the 
check and receives change in cash. The 
description of this woman is given as 5 feet 
4 inches, 135 pounds, dark small eyes, dark 
brown hair (bobbed), rather small round 
face. 

It will be noted that all of her checks 
were for $52.50. 


$ 
: 
4 
i 
| 
| 
Lin m 
> 
i 
Se 
} 
below. 
6 VE , 
: 
A 


December, 1925 


AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 5 


The Children’s Aid 


MESSENGER boy presented several 

checks to a Pittsburgh, Pa., bank for 
certification. As the signatures appeared 
genuine the checks were certified and later 
paid through the clearings. At a subsequent 
date the depositor had her bank book bal- 
anced and discovered the forgeries. 

Using a child in the furtherance of a 
criminal’s interests is not new. It merely 
suggests to the banking fraternity that an 
innocent child in unscrupulous hands is as 
much to be feared as an adult stranger. 


The Accident Gag 


| the last issue of the supplement, we 
printed an article entitled “Succoring the 
Swindler.” Since that article was published, 
reports have reached us of a negro by the 
name of WILLIAM CORNISH (1984) 
who is operating a scheme similar in many 
respects. Cornish, however, has a decided 
advantage since he is actually crippled in 
the left leg. Employing this natural ad- 
vantage, he relates a story of a train acci- 
dent, in which he was injured while engaged 
as a Pullman porter. He represents that 
the check he offers is a draft on a tidy sum 
he received on compromising his accident 
claim. His checks are drawn on the Bank 
of LaCrosse, Va., where he does not main- 
tain an account. Banks in North Carolina 
have been victimized by this man who is 
described as follows: age not given, 5 feet 
3 to 5 inches tall, weighs around 130 or 140 
pounds, light yellow complexion (almost 
white); fluent talker and seems well in- 
formed on banking matters. 


IDA FOGLE (1985), description un- 
known, has been operating in the Middle 
West. Her stopping place in a city upon 
arrival is generally at the Y. W. C. A. 
Recent reports indicate she is now working 
along the Atlantic Coast. Her checks are 
in various sums but some are for large 
amounts. They purport to be made by C. 
B. Lee Company and E. D. Boyd Company. 
The maker’s name usually is accompanied 
by the ostensible signature of an officer of 
the companies mentioned. The members re- 
porting her activities did not give her method 
of operation. 


GEORGE F. GIFFORD (1986) has been 
negotiating checks of a worthless nature 
with merchants. All of the checks are drawn 
on the First National Bank of Rockville 
Centre, N. Y. They are usually in amounts 
ranging from $8 to $50. The name the 
criminal uses is the same excepting the mid- 
dle initial of a deceased resident of Rockville 
Centre and depositor of the bank. It would 
seem that while stealing from merchants he 
also steals a name from the dead. He is 
about 45 years old, weighs 155 pounds, is 
5 feet 7 inches tall with brown hair, florid 
complexion. 

L. B. GOLDING (1987) entered the of- 
fices of several business men in Knoxville, 
Tenn., stole some blank checks and forged 
the names of these men to checks he later 
cashed. Not content with cashing some 
checks locally, Golding tried to have the 
banks certify several that he presumably 
anticipated cashing elsewhere. This part of 


his scheme failed. Notwithstanding, he did 
gather in quite a little money. 

The description of Golding as supplied 
our agents by the tellers of the Knoxv le 
banks is as follows: 38 to 40 years of age, 
5 feet 8 or 9 inches tall, weighs 175 pounds; 
has dark hair, slightly gray at temples, dark 
brown or black eyes, very dark complexion; 
full and round face. 


S A* 


JESS P. GORDON (1988) and MRS. 
JESS P. GORDON (1989) visited a Bay 
Biscayne, Fla., bank and presented for pay- 
ment several customers’ drafts drawn on the 
First National Bank of New York. The 
instruments were returned to Florida by the 
New York bank since this couple individ- 
ually or jointly has no account. No descrip- 
tion of the man and his fair companion is 


available but we are reproducing a photo-! 


graph of one of the drafts as an aid to the 
identification. 


for about a week. He paid his bills there 
with the same kind of checks. 

Harding is a man about 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, 130 pounds, blue eyes, medium brown 
hair, sallow complexion. He wears tortoise 
shell rim glasses. A specimen of his hand- 
writing appears with this article. 


WILLIAM HARRIS (1993) called on a 
customer of a Michigan bank, whose hus- 
band was engaged in the contracting busi- 
ness, and requested that she write her hus- 
band’s name and address in a book, saying 
he had a brother who wanted to build. in 
the spring. Her name was then forged as 
an indorsement on a worthless check pre- 
sented at a local bank. Harris has used this 
method on at least two occasions and among 
other check books in his possession is one 
of the Stevensville State Bank, Stevensville, 
Mich., which he may attempt to use in fu- 
ture operations. The only description we 
are able to furnish is that he is 40 to 45 
years of age; weighs about 145 to 150 
pounds, has light complexion. 


A Check that Gordon drew on a Florida Bank 


CHAUNCEY A. HALL (1990) alias 
George Wilcox, is cashing checks he stole 
and on which he is forging the signature of 
authorized representatives of the Goodrich 
Hay & Grain Company, Chesterfield, Ind. 
Hall’s operations have been confined to ter- 
ritory in and near the State of Indiana. No 
description is available. 


A former clerk of a Kansas City, Mo., 
finance company is now defrauding banks 
by means of forgery. FLORENCE 
HAMPTON (1991) is the name of the 
operator. Inquiry developed the fact she 
also was short in her accounts and de- 
frauded her employer in various ways. Her 
description has not been supplied to us. 


A man representing himself to be a law- 
yer and using the name of BRUCE HARD- 
ING (1992) defrauded a Biloxi, Miss., bank 
with a worthless check drawn on the Mer- 
cantile Trust Company of Berkeley, Cal. 
Harding has no account at the California 
bank. Upon investigation it was learned 
that this man stayed at a hospital in Biloxi 


A member bank at Deland, Fla., recently 
reported to us the loss of a sum of money 
it had paid out on a check which bore the 
forged signature of one of its depositors. 
The operator, JAMES M. HENNIGAN 
(1994) was known to the teller and on the 
strength of that the teller was duped. Hen- 
nigan is described as being 22 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 130 to 135 -pounds, 
swarthy complexion, light brown wavy hair, 
combed pomradour style, blue gray eyes, 
wart on right side of nose near bridge, high 
forehead, chin slightly receding, teeth and 
fingers discolored from cigarettes, slightly 
knock-kneed, neat appearance, rests right 
hand on hip by force of habit, when alone 
usually whistles imitating birds. 


J. H. HILL (1995), alias Dean, alias 
Lewis, alias, West, alias Horan, opens ac- 
counts in several banks in a city under the 
various names suggested by his aliases. He 
pretends being a contractor. On a Satur- 
day before closing hour he makes a round 
of the banks, presents a check to each re- 
questing cash, explaining his need for same 
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as the necessity of “paying off” his men. 
His checks most generally are drawn on 
out of town banks. All of his checks are 
worthless. 

Hill is 45 to 50 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs 160 pounds, coarse 
features, dark complexion. 


BUCK JOHNSON (1996) as it will be 
noticed adopts the cowboy style of given 
name. It is incidental to his profession. He 
is a check artist of the worthless class and 
since he attempts the negotiations of spuri- 
ous paper with men of ranch affiliations, 
just why he calls himself Buck, is obvious. 
He relates tales of ranch ownership and 
displays considerable knowledge of cattle. 
These with a good story are the simple ex- 
pedients he employs to dupe people. 

He is described as about 58 years of age, 
rather short build, 160 pounds in weight, 
gray hair; a very fluent talker. His last 
place of operation was Belle Fourche, S. 
Dak. 


C. F. LALUM (1997) is another of the 
self appointed officials of an organization 
with which he has no connection. Lalum is 
signing checks of Guggenhime & Company 
of Portland, Ore., drawn on the Guaranty 
Trust Company of that city. Lalum’s name 
is not registered at the bank and he is un- 
known to the company mentioned. 


Another of the “slow process workers” 
operated in Dayton, Ohio, a short time ago. 
The names used by this man are F. G. LEE 
(1998), F. G. Leland and F. Gardner Le- 
land. Lee works toward the end of estab- 
lishing confidence. With this accomplished 
and at the right time he lets loose a flock 
of bogus checks. Every one up to the time 
of his final act, who has in any way been 
duped by his apparent honesty, falls a vic- 
tim through accommodating him in the cash- 
ing of his checks. 

The description of this man is given as 
follows: 45 to 48 years of age, 6 feet tall, 
225 pounds, brown eyes; full face, extra 
heavy jaws, small dark mustache; dark hair 
graying at the temples, slightly bald; index 
finger on right hand had peculiar hump on 
it. He poses as a general sales manager 
for some actual or fictitious business concern 
and sometimes poses as a painter of scenes 
and curtains for theatres. He is accom- 
panied by a woman declared to be his wife 
and he owns a car, a sedan of a greenish 
brown color, which bears Indiana license 
tags No. 525776; the engine number is 9A 
k 42698. 

F. C. MILLER (2000) carried with him 
a letter of introduction purporting to have 
been given him by Carlisle & Hammond of 
Cleveland, Ohio. Miller’s presentation of 
this letter to an Erie, Pa. bank and his 
apparent familiarity with the personnel of 
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A Check Miller Drew on an Elks Lodge 


the Cleveland company served to advance 
his crooked project which in substance in- 
volved the negotiation of worthless checks. 
In addition to his initial success he pro- 
motes his scheme for further depredations 
by introducing the story of his efforts to 
interest people with capital in a proposition 
of his own. 

Miller’s complete description is given as 
follows: 35 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, rather heavily built; dark hair; dark 
eyes, wears a mustache; has a stupid man- 
ner and gives the appearance of being a 
drug addict. A photograph of one of the 
checks passed by Miller is reproduced above. 


R. C. LEE (1999) alias Rob Lee, is the 
name of an operator who along with several 
other check passing criminals, seems to be 
following a circus moving from city to city 
in the Southern States. It so happens that 
one of the criminals has adopted the name 
of the owner of a circus to further his 
plans. Lee does not confine his activities 
to hotels, merchants, etc., but he has also 
preyed on some banks. The checks used 
by Lee are the bogus cashier type. 


F. EDWARD NYLAND (2001) has a 
well-equipped Ford, his travels in which are 
being financed by bogus checks. The sport 
model has wood colored wheels, glass wind- 
shield wings, front and rear bumpers, bal- 
loon tires and automatic windshield wiper. 
The motor number is 11363563 and a war- 
rant has been issued against him for crim- 
inal violation of his conditional sales con- 
tract. His bogus checks have been drawn on 
the Tecumseh State Savings Bank, Tecum- 
seh, Mich., and the First National Bank, 
Flint, Mich., but he probably also has in his 
possession check books of other banks. We 
are advised by the Michigan Bankers’ Asso- 
ciation that $50 reward has been offered for 
his arrest and delivery to the Sheriff of 
Lenawee County. His description is 22 
years of age, 6 feet 1 inch tall, weighs 185 
pounds; has fair complexion, brown hair; 
generally wears shell-rimmed glasses; quick 
in action and speech. 


J. J. O'BRIEN (2002) casually known 
to the teller of a New York bank presented 
a check bearing his father’s signature. 
Through reason of the casual acquaintance- 
ship and other circumstances involved tend- 
ing to remove any doubt of O’Brien’s hon- 
esty, the check was cashed. It proved to be 
a forgery and later information developed 
the fact there were other instances of depre- 
dations by O’Brien. His description*is 40 


to 41 years of age, 5 feet 9 or 10 inches 
tall, weighs 155 pounds; has brown hair, 
blue eyes, small brown mustache and walks 
erectly. 


A Montclair, N. J., member bank reports 
a loss resulting from cashing a check for 
a young man using the name of DOUG- 
LAS L. PARKS (2003). The check it- 
self bore the forged signature of one of the 
bank’s depositors. The man who presented 
it is described according to the bank, as 
follows: between 25 and 30 years of age, 
light hair, light complexion and was neatly 
dressed. 


CLYDE REYNOLDS (1875) alias M. 
C. Watts (see article in September issue, 
page 7), pulled a new one. This time under 
the name of Jas. A. Chapman, he placed an 
advertisement in an Ontario, Ore., news- 
paper, which stated he was desirous of pur- 
chasing diamonds. The holder of a diamond 
met Chapman who, after a little delay, de- 
cided to purchase the gem. The price be- 
ing agreed upon, Chapman gave the seller 
a certified check which was accepted but 
sadly enough, later proved worthless. 

In addition to the many crimes involving 
him with various communities, he is now 
wanted by the government for having used 
the mails to defraud. His description fol- 
lows: 51 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
125 pounds, dark complexion, dark brown 
hair, streaked with gray, brown eyes. 
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FRED THOMAS (2005) alias Thomas 
Williams, alias Charles B. Johnson, is cash- 
ing bogus checks in the vicinity of Kent, 
Ohio. The only description of this man 
available is that he is between 30 and 32 
years of age, of medium height and weigh- 
ing about 165 pounds. 


“A man using the name of D. F. WAR- 
REN (2006) recently operated against a 
Minneapolis, Minn., bank causing them a 
loss as the result. The money was paid out 
on a check bearing the forged signature of 
one of the bank’s depositors. No description 
of the operator was furnished. 
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FRANK SILVER (2004) opened an ac- 
count with a Florida bank by depositing $1. 
He then altered his pass-book to show a 
credit of over $3,000, and is presenting the 
book to other banks, requesting them to 
honor his checks, making withdrawals 
against his ostensible substantial balance. 
He. claimed to be from Philadelphia and also 
drew a check on the People’s Bank, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., which was returned unpaid. 
Silver is apparently of Jewish parentage, 
about 24 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches tall, 
weighs about 130 pounds; has dark hair and 
sunken eyes. 


An Eldorado, Ark., bank cashed a check 
which bore the forged indorsement of a 
depositor of its bank. In the absence of de- 
tails and since the check itself was bogus 
very little information can be advanced in 
an article of this kind. Its sole value rests 
in news that a forger is operating in that 
vicinity and that banks should be on the 
alert for him. 


A warrant exists and the arrest is desired 
of an operator, name unknown, who visited 
Mt. Healthy, Ohio, a short time ago. This 
operator seeks an acquaintanceship, prefer- 
ably with a farmer to whom he imparts the 
story of being a painter. On the strength 
of his story he procures employment which 
is of short duration. As soon as he has 
become sufficiently acquainted to enable se- 
curing his employer’s signature, he departs, 
taking with him cash from town merchants 
who accepted his paper. The checks bear 
the forged signature of the operator’s em- 
ployer. 

This man is described as around 55 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 160 pounds, light 
complexioned, smooth face, hair beginning 
to turn gray and he is lame in one leg. His 
conversation generally involves a discussion 
of his rich relatives whose checks he might 
attempt to cash. 


An operator presented himself at the 
teller’s window of a Chicago bank and laid 
down a check to be cashed. The teller ex- 
amined same, particularly the indorsement 
and not feeling entirely certain that the pre- 
senter was a depositor of the bank ques- 
tioned him more closely. The operator then 
produced the depositor’s pass book and even 
informed the teller of the balance the de- 
positor had in the bank. All circumstances 
seemed to indicate that the man presenting 
the check was the depositor whereupon cash 
was delivered. 

In the early part of the next month it 
was discovered that the check the bank had 
cashed was bogus and bore the forged in- 
dorsement of the depositor. The descrip- 
tion of the operator is given as follows: 25 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 140 
pounds, smooth face. 


A New York bank suffered a loss fol- 
lowing the cashing of a check bearing the 
forged signature of one of its depositors. 
Investigation developed the fact several 
checks have been stolen from the office of 
the depositor and it was one of the stolen 
checks that the operator employed in ob- 
taining the cash. A specimen of the oper- 
ator’s handwriting is appended to this ar- 
ticle. 


The Canadian Bank of Commerce reports 
that payment has been stopped on its Trav- 
elers’ Cheques Nos. J-47515/20 inclusive for 
$50 each, and K-24633/34 inclusive for $100 
each. It advises that a man about 25 years 
of age, weighing about 155 to 160 pounds, 
and about 5 feet 9 inches tall, is attempting 
to cash these cheques notwithstanding the 
stop-payment order. They were issued pay- 
able to P. A. Moran. 


JAMES H. CARLSON (1982), which 
name may be an alias, appeared in Ogden, 
Utah, and went to work for a local auto- 
mobile firm on June 15, 1925. The pro- 
prietor of the firm advises that Carlson 
proved to be a whirlwind salesman, out- 
distancing all others. He won the con- 
fidence of all who knew him. His employer 
turned his books over to him. Carlson 
made the deposits in the banks. All this 
was his ground-work. 

He used a pretext to get his employer 
away from town on Saturday, October 31, 
1925. During this one day Carlson made 
a clean sweep. He forged checks, forged 
indorsements, forged automobile finance 
paper, stole a Nash car, fleeced his em- 
ployer of all available cash, and left sev- 
eral banks in the lurch, the extent of his 
damages running into several thousand dol- 
lars—all the work of a day. 

And then—with his wife and two chil- 
dren, the Nash car, a trunk and two grips 
—he vanished! Destination unknown. 
Ogden sheriff holds a felony warrant. 

Carlson is described as follows: 40 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 200 
pounds, heavy build, has dark complexion, 
dark brown squinty eyes, dark hair, nearly 
bald; large nose, aquiline; teeth noticeably 
far apart; face has cruel expression; waist 
line pronounced, wears belt tight; Jewish, 
claims to be of English and Italian parent- 
age; has decided limp in right limb, short 
step right foot, long step left foot, caus- 
ing stoop in right shoulder; carries right 
arm still while walking and swings left. 

Carlson claimed Detroit as his home; 
that he worked for the Ford Motor Com- 
pany there; that he came to Utah from 
Seattle; that he owned a home in Los An- 
geles, and property in Charlton, Mass.; that 
he was salesman for Chevrolet dealers in 


Seattle and Los Angeles; and that he was 
with the “Pennsylvania Police Force” for 
seven years. He is an expert marksman 
and his hobby is limbering up his firearms 
in his spare time. 


GEORGE S. LIVINGSTON (2005) 
alias George S. Dunlop, was arrested in a 
western state some time ago. It was be- 
lieved this man had received his just de- 
serts, but recently one of our agents’ in- 
vestigators while discharging his regular 
duties ran across Livingston in Colorado. 
Livingston was interrogated by the inves- 
tigator and it developed that nothing had 
been done to hold Livingston at the point 
where he was previously arrested. Accord- 
ingly the investigator had Livingston re- 
arrested and he has since been given a sen- 
tence of from 7 to 14 years in the Colorado 
State Penitentiary. 


An operator using the alias of D. F. 
WARREN (2006) defrauded a Minne- 
apolis, Minn., bank on a check bearing the 
forged signature of a depositor. The com- 
plete description of Warren as supplied to 
our agents, follows: 34 to 38 years of age, 
5 feet 6 or 7 inches tall, weight 145 to 155 
pounds, has gray eyes, light eyebrows: 
anemic looking. 


A Malden, Mass., bank reports that checks 
are being cashed drawn by the Boston Var- 
nish Company on the New York Trust Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. These checks are 
bogus since the Boston Varnish Company 
does not carry an account with the New 
York Trust Company, and in signing them, 
fictitious names of officers are used. The 
checks have been cashed in Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota and California in amounts ranging 


from $200 to $300. 


L. A. SHEPARD (1968) forged the 
signature of a one time depositor of a Cin- 
cinnati bank, then disappeared, deserting his 
wife and children. He left town and, ex- 
cepting a telephone call received by his wife, 
has not been seen or heard from since. No 
description has been supplied to us. Shep- 
ard was known to the teller who cashed 
the check for him and believing him honest, 
did not hesitate to accord him the favor. 


The savings account pass book of a 
Houston, Texas, tank’s depositor was 
stolen and a number of withdrawals effected 
by the person in whose hands it presently 
remains. The number of the book is 19177 
and it bears the name of Emma Crump. 
This book has now been listed as void. It 
is barely possible the operator, who so far 
has been successful, might attempt further 
gains in some other way by using the book 
as the pawn in a scheme. A specimen of 
the operator’s handwriting is herewith re- 
produced. 
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A Kansas City, Mo., bank sustained a 
loss on a check on which the indorsement 
was forged. An investigation developed the 
theory a mail thief is active in that city. 
The person to whose order the check was 
made never received the check. Banks can 
protect themselves to a considerable extent 
from the activities of mail thieves by avoid- 
ing cashing checks for strangers. 


Stolen Bonds 


Following is a list of securities stolen 
in the burglary of a Rushville, N. Y., bank. 


16— 50 Shares John Cox & Co., Inc.... $5,000.00 
7—100 Shares Baker Kramer Common 


16080 5 Shares California Petroleum Corp. 


042421 20 Shares Phillips Petroleum Co. 
F189945 30 Shares Anacondo Copper 


Mining Co. 

F182920 20 Shares Anacondo Copper 
fining Co. 

B193722 25 Shares Kennecott Copper 


10,000 French Franc Bonds 4s 1917. 
NB 74361 2 Shares American Telephone 
NB 790 2 Shares American Telephone 
NP 48852 2 Shares American Telephone 
200.00 
144791 1 Interborough Rapid Transit 1st. 


Should any of the above instruments be 
presented at your institution for payment 
or collateral, question the presenter closely 
and notify the above bank or nearest office 
of our agents. 


ARRESTS 


Forgers, Etc. 

BABBITT, A. C.—September 11, at Los 
Angeles, held in City Jail. . 
BAIN, JOHN B., JR—November 11, at 

New York. 

BANACK, JOHN—October 16, at Chicago; 
held in the City Jail. 

BROWN, A. L.—In October, at Los An- 
geles, held in the County Jail. 

CARTER, JOHN—Bert Hutchinson (T. 
N.), October 27, at Wheeler, Mich., held 
in the County Jail. 

FLACK, FRED, alias Frank Hanus—Octo- 
ber 16, at Cleveland, Ohio, held in the 
City Jail. 

DAVIS, E. A., alias M. D. Deckard—No- 
vember 11, at Eldorado, Ark., held in 
the County Jail. 

GRAY, CHARLES—October 25, at Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

HUDSON, B. G.—Unable to prosecute— 
witness dead. 

JOHNSON, R. H., alias Ray Dunn—Octo- 
ber 15, at Los Angeles, held in the City 
Jail. 

MILLER, HARRY, alias Ben Seigel— 
October 5, at Chicago, held in the City 
Jail. 

MILLER, WILEY BRUCE—October 13, 
at Paso Robles, held in County Jail. 
OWCZARSKI, SIMON—October 16, at 

Chicago, held in the City Jail. 

SEIGMUND, JOHN W.—October 29, at 
Chicago. 

STORY, J. Albert—October 29, at Boston, 
held in the City Jail. 


WARREN, ROBERT G.—October 27, at 
New York, held in the City Jail. 


Hold-Up Robbers 


BRADLEY, LEE—October 23, at Sioux 
Falls, S. D., held in the County Jail. 

CONDON, SILAS—October 14, at Rapid 
City, Ont., held in the County Jail. 

CONDON, THOMAS—October 14, at 
Rapid City, Ont., held in the County Jail. 

DE VOE, FRANK—October 29, at Min- 
neapolis, Minn., held in the County Jail. 

DRISCOLL, PADDY—October 24, at 
Sioux City, Iowa, held in the County Jail. 

GALLAGHER, JOE—October 28, at Min- 
neapolis, Minn., held in the County Jail. 

HORVAT, BYO, alias Michael Hill—Ar- 
rested October 20, died at Fort Pierre, 
S. D., from wound resulting from hold- 
ing up bank. 

KELLY, JOE—October 29, at Minneapolis, 
Minn., held at the County Jail. 

McCARTHY WILLIAM  (Red)—Re- 
arrested at Seattle, Wash., Sept 29, held 
in the County Jail. 

METIVIER, FRANCIS L.—Surrendered 
to local authorities at Crockett, Cal., 
October 15, held at the County Jail. 

MURPHY, EDWARD FRANCIS—In 
October, at Mellon, Wis., held in the 
County Jail. 

PARRISH, HERMAN A., alias James 
Marsh, alias Oklahoma “Blackie”’—re- 
arrested October 23, ct La Crosse, Wis., 
held in the County Jail. 

SLATER, ARTHUR—October 29, at Min- 
neapolis, Minn., held in the County Jail. 


Burglars 


FITZGERALD, JOSEPH—In November, 
at Belleville, Mo. 

HOPKINS, ROY—In October, at Mem- 
phis, Tenn., held in the County Jail—Re- 
leased. 

HOPKINS, VICTOR—In October, at 
Memphis, Tenn., held in the County Jail— 
Later released. 

HOPKINS, WILLARD—In October, at 
Memphis, Tenn., held in the County Jail. 

KREISLER, EARL—In November, at 
Belleville, Mo. 


_PRITCHER, CHARLES—In November, 


at Belleville, Mo. 
SAVASKI, CHARLES—In November, at 
Belleville, Mo. 


Awaiting} Arrests | Arrests 


Trial |Reported/Reported 


Aug. 31,| Since in 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Total victed 


SMITH, WALTER—In October, at Mem- 
phis, Tenn.—Released. 

TEGO, JOSEPH—In November, at Belle- 
ville, Mo. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 

BROWN, HARRY—Sentenced to 2 years, 
West Virginia State Penitentiary. 

CLEGG, J. M.—Released. 

GRAY, CHARLES—Sentenced to 2 years, 
West Virginia State Penitentiary. 

HUDSON, B. G.—Located. Unable to 
prosecute. Witness dead. 

JOHNSON, R. H.—Released. 

KELLY, R. A., alias C. A. Kirby, alias F. 
C. Porter—Sentenced to serve from 18 to 
27 years in the Louisiana State Peniten- 
tiary. 

KLOTS, 
settled. 

LIVINGSTON, GEO. S., alias George S. 
Dunlop, alias Victor B. Snow—Sentenced 
to serve from 7 to 14 years in the Col- 
orado State Penitentiary. 

O’DONNELL, WILLIAM—Released. 

PATTERSON, R. E., alias J. H. Haley— 
Sentenced on six counts to serve 5 years 
on each count, sentence to run concur- 
rently at McNeil’s Island. 

WATSON, F.—Sentenced from 1% to 3 
years, State Penitentiary, Sioux Falls. 
WILLIAMS, GEO.—Sentenced to, 2 years 

at McAlester, Okla. 


Hold-Up Robbers 


BARRY, CHARLES—20 years to life, 
Missouri State Penitentiary. 

BARRY, FRANCIS—20 years to life, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 

BOGGUS, EARL—Suspended sentence. 

BRANDON, ROY—Sentenced to serve 5 
years at McAlester, Okla. 

BRIDGES, JEWEL—Sentenced to serve 15 
years at McAlester, Okla. 

GALLERY, JOHN—20 years to life, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 

KELLY, THOMAS—3 to 20 years, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary. 


BERNARD JOSEPH—Case 


Burglar 


BLACK, CHARLIE, alias Collin Nicholi— 
Not implicated. Now serving at Peni- 
tentiary at Menard, III. 


Dis- |Fugitive 
Con- | charged |Escaped|Awaiting 
or Ac- | Insane | Trial 
quitted | or Died 


ber 
Forgers........} 180 45 16 
Burglars....... 57 + 9 
Holdup robbers.|} 202 37 13 
Sneak thieves... | 3 1 


Total........| 442 87 38 


61 36 16 1 188 
13 2 3 2 63 
50 49 13 5 185 
1 4 
125 87 32 8 440 
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CatirorniA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CatirorNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District or WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Mrami.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GrorGia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Ittrnors, Co1caco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Mornes.—609 Observatory Building. 

Louistana, New Oreans. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLAND, BALTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuHuseEtts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuicANn, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missourt, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—1l65 Broadway. 

Onto, Cinctnnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
OrEGON, PorTLanD.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 


PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 


Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 
Texas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 
Texas, SAN ANnToNnIo.—Gunter Building. 

Uran, Satt City.—301-302 Tribune Building. 
WASHINGTON, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 
WasHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CaNnapDA, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANcOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Banks Use Wide Awake Tactics 


[ip pene the past year our agents have 
been contending with a very dangerous 
band of forgers, who have been rifling busi- 
ness offices to secure 
checks and signa- 
tures to facilitate 
their forgeries. An 
article concerning 
the activities of this 
band appears in the 
August, 1925, issue 
of this section. 
Following activity 
on their part in New 
York City, the band 
in question returned 
to Chicago, where 
they renewed their 
criminal attacks 
against banks. This 
time the banks were 
forewarned, with the 
result that recently 
one bank was suc- 
cessful in causing 
the arrest of two 
members of _ this 
gang. Within an 
hour RALPH 
BECKMAN (2007) 
and JACOB 
GREENSPAWN (2008) aise at their 
institutions, endeavored to secure funds 
on checks bearing forged signatures of 


customers and were taken into custody. 
A week preceding these arrests, two other 
banks in Chicago were also on guard and 


Ralph Beckman and Jacob Greenspawn 


brought about the arrest of two other mem- 
bers of this same band while attempting to 
defraud them. 


Women Mail Thieves in East 


Pend to the 
rder of _ 


One of Helen Roelker’s checks, which may be easily recognised 


ITH the approach of the holiday sea- 

son, several veteran forgers showed 
signs of becoming troublesome. Some ac- 
tually resumed operations. A few in par- 
ticular are again going strong, among 
whom are HELEN ROELKER (1218). 

It will be noted that the writing on the 
check reproduced herewith is the same as 
that appearing with the article entitled 
“Women Active as Mail Thieves,” in the 
November, 1924, issue of this Section. We 
quote from that article adding that at pres- 
ent these forgers are working through the 
New England States. 

“Stealing from the mail is becoming so 
much of a common practice among the 
crooks that more women have adopted this 


profession. One in particular has become 
exceedingly annoying by following this 
method. After pilfering the contents of a 
mail box she will assort the mail and dis- 
card all letters stolen except those contain- 
ing checks. These checks are held and 
later used to serve as models for her for- 
geries. The work is clever and so far has 
never been questioned by a paying teller. 
This woman claims to be a relative of the 
maker, and in each instance uses the same 
surname as the depositor. In this way, 
and by the peculiar manner in which she 
makes the figures appearing on her checks, 
her work is easily recognized.” 

The description of the woman who pre- 
sented the forgeries in Providence is given 


Following the arrest of the four men it 
was determined that three of them had been 
arrested previously and were at the time 
out on bail for sim- 
ilar offenses. Re- 
gardless of this fact, 
bail was again set 
at a low figure, and 
the criminals were 
put on the street 
only to renew their 
frauds. 

These Chicago 
banks are to be com- 
plimented for their 
wide-awake _ tactics. 
Their quick action 
should be followed 
as an example of 
the best way for 
banks to assist in 
reducing crime and 
losses. 

We are reproduc- 
ing the photographs 
of two of the crooks 
arrested and request 
all Chicago, Phila- 
delphia and New 
York banks to study 
them closely for the purpose of identifying 
nase pictures as criminals who defrauded 
them. 


as follows: 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, 125 to 130 pounds, medium build, light 
complexion, light brown or blonde hair. 
This description is different from either of 
those given in the previous article; there- 
fore, it would seem that the penwoman has 
secured another accomplice or the blonde 
previously described has aged considerably 
in the past year. 


Travelers Checks 


IX the February, 1925, number we pub- 
lished an article on bogus travelers checks 
apparently issued by the United Bankers 
Association which is a non-existent organ- 
ization. They were payable through the 
Atlantic Trust Company of New York, 
which also is not in existence. 

Since then a number of men have been 
arrested and prosecuted for passing this 
paper. It seems that the instruments were 
not used by one nor a few criminals but 
by many because at the present time more 
of these instruments have turned up in the 
vicinity of Columbus, Ohio. 

The description of the new operator using 
these bogus travelers checks. is, 28 to 30 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, slender 
build, smooth shaven, brown hair, well 
dressed; good talker; intelligent looking; 
talks of the South and has a slight South- 
ern accent. 
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Twenty-Five Years in Crime 


idea of a silver anniversary might 
seem ridiculous when applied to crime, 


yet a crook who has successfully operated - 


for twenty-five years has cause to celebrate, 
considering the little “Justice” has exacted 
from him. 


JOHN SAWYER, alias Harry E. Thomp- 
son, alias Peter W. Burke, Peter Miller, 
etc. (1775) was first arrested, according to 
our records, in 1901, by the Passaic, N. J., 
police. The charge was forgery, but the 
sentence he received is unknown. The fol- 
lowing list shows his subsequent arrests 
and the sentences imposed: 

1909—Served 1 year in the New York 
County Penitentiary. 

1910—Arrested Pittsburgh, Pa., charge 
pickpocket, given an hour to leave the city. 

1910—Arrested Boston, Mass., charge lar- 
ceny, forfeited bail. 

1911—Arrested Baltimore, Md., charge 
larceny, sentenced to serve 12 months in 
the Baltimore city jail. 

1912—Arrested Dover, N. J., returned to 
reformatory, later paroled. 

1916—Arrested Passaic, N. J., charge 


John Sawyer 


forgery (forged the late President Wood- 
row Wilson’s name). 

1916—Arrested again at Passaic, N. J., 
charge impersonating an officer, disposition 
unknown. 

1918—Sentenced on false pretense charge 
to serve 1 to 3 years at the New Jersey 
State Penitentiary, paroled after 11 months. 

1919—Arrested Columbus, Ohio, charge 
forgery, sentenced to serve 7 years in the 
State Penitentiary. 

1922—Arrested in Texas and sentenced 
to serve 10 years in the State Penitentiary ; 
escaped in March, 1925. 

This man’s record shows that on a given 
date he received a sentence of from 1 to 3 
years in prison, yet a year later he was 
arrested again and given a 7-year sentence. 
In less than 3 years he was again arrested 
and sentenced to serve a 10 year term. A 
7 year sentence of criminal repeaters, such 
as this man, should mean that length of 
time behind the bars, but until such weak- 
nesses in the indeterminate sentence and 
parole laws are remedied, banks will con- 
tinue to be prey for crooks of this type. 
There are thousands of equally successful 


Paroled Forger Operating 


N old offender, JOHN DOUCAS, 
(2009), alias John Doucan, alias John 
Lucas, etc., is operating again. Warnings 
relative to him were published in the Novem- 
ber, 1921, December, 1921, and December, 
1922, issues of this Section. 
His method is to procure the signature of 
a bank’s depositor, forge this on a check 
drawn to the order of Cash and negotiate 
it at the bank on which it is drawn. The 
word “Cash” is usually placed in the middle 
of the line, has a dash before it and another 
following. 


ORDER OF 


THe, TRUST DEPARTMENT OF THIS BANK 1S 
AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO ACT AG S£AECUTOR 
GUARDIAN, TRUSTER, AGENT & ESCROW HOLDER 


The description of this man is 29 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 140 pounds in 
weight, black hair, dark brown eyes, sallow 
complexion; several gold teeth; apparently 
a Greek and cither a cook or waiter. The 
California Bankers Association offers a re- 
ward of $25 for the arrest and conviction 
of this man and the warden of the Idaho 
State Penitentiary is also desirous of return- 
ing him to that institution as a parole 
violator.: 


A Specimen of one of Doucas’ Checks 


criminals at large and willing to stake their 
chances of success against sentiment and the 
ineffective legal machinery now creaking in 
their favor. 

Here is a man who is now in his 26th 
year of crime and probably has not spent 
more than 4 or 5 years in prison. We have 
published previous warnings relative to him, 
but study his photographs above. We show 
his picture taken on five different occasions. 


Ts it not time this man was sentenced to be 


incarcerated for life? Members can help 
toward that end by being on the alert, de- 
taining and arresting him when he appears 
rather than merely avoiding loss by frus- 
trating his attempted frauds. 

Enough warnings have been issued to 
make this criminal’s arrest long overdue, 
but such men will continue to operate until 
member banks carefully read and give fnll 
effect to these danger signals. This is evi- 
denced by Sawyer’s latest visit to a bank 
in Mississippi, where he failed in forgery, 
but was only politely refused funds when 
the bank had an exceptional opportunity to 
place this dangerous criminal at a safe dis- 
tance from all banks. 


Franklin in Custody 


Ray Franklin 


We are reproducing a photograph of 
RAY FRANKLIN (2012) who was ar- 
rested recently in Louisville while attempt- 
ing to cash a forged check. 

It is highly probable that some of our 
members will be interested in seeing this 
man incarcerated for a long time to come. 

Toward that end, if he defrauded your 
institution, it is suggested you immediately 
arrange to have a detainer warrant lodged 
against him. He is 24 years of age, weighs 
125 pounds, 5 feet 6 inches tall, has light 
red hair, light gray eyes. 
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“Alias Harold Lloyd” Jumps Bail 


ARON ARONOWITZ (1426), alias 

Harold Lloyd, who was arrested on our 
agents’ identification several months ago, 
has forfeited his bail and disappeared. In 
the light of past records, his freedom can 
only suggest the possibility of renewed dep- 
redations against banks. 

In this connection member banks might 
bear in mind that he is a dangerous operator 
and one to be on the alert for. We call 
attention to warnings appearing in the May, 
September and December, 1924, February 
and June, 1925, Supplements. 

Aronowitz generally poses as a represen- 
tative of a reputable manufacturing com- 
pany, endeavoring to purchase property to 
establish a branch factory. He interests a 
local realtor in his proposition, is usually 
entertained during negotiations, and in due 
time seeks an introduction to a local bank. 


Moore Near Seattle 


EPORTS from Seattle, Wash., indicate 

that ARTHUR L. MOORE (2010) is 
operating in that vicinity. Moore is a 
former companion of HUGH WELLER 
HOPKINS, alias Charles Ray, once a very 
active forger but now serving time. Arthur 
L. Moore has already served a term in the 
Colorado State Penitentiary on a forgery 
charge, and our records indicate that 
promptly after his release he resumed ac- 
tivities. 

We are reproducing Moore’s photograph 
above, also a specimen of his handwriting. 
His description is: 28 years of age, 5 feet 
9 inches tall, 129 pounds, blue eyes, medium 
brown hair, medium dark complexion. ~ 


~ = 


Arthur L. Moore 


Herbert (srossman, alias Aronowitz 


Then he opens an account, making an initial 
deposit with a bogus cashier’s check for 
a fairly large sum drawn on an out-of-town 
bank. At the same time he presents a simi- 
lar check for $1,000 or more and requests 
this amount for a deposit in the deal or for 


Preacher a Crook 


REV. L. F. WADE (2011), ac- 
cording to a Long Grove, Iowa, bank, 
is just a plain crook. Wade pulled into 
Long Grove several months ago. He grad- 
ually cultivated confidence. Many small 
and large sums of indebtedness were in- 
curred. None were settled, however, be- 
cause the most Reverend Wade disappeared 
to the regret of many who loaned him mo- 
ney and cashed his checks just before he 
parted. 

It is not known whether or not Wade is 
a member of the clergy. He is 45 years of 
age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 180 pounds, 


Strangers’ Checks 


EVERAL articles appearing 

in this section reveal banks as 
continuing to swell the resources 
of strangers who open accounts, 
deposit some cash and some 
“checks”; then because of lax 
and credulous banking, the new 
customer is permitted to draw 
against uncollected funds. The 
frequercy of losses suffered in 
this manner has caused insurance 
companies to consider the adop- 
tion of a restrictive clause in 
forgery bonds which will exempt 
them from liability for loss sus- 
tained through honoring checks 
of customers of less than thirty 
days standing. The amount of 
losses paid upon insurance poli- 
cies controls the premium rates 
and too much dependence upon 
insurance protection breeds care- 
lessness. It also increases both 
crime and the cost of insurance 
and should be foreign to banking. 


ready cash. If he is successful in securing 
an advance, it will likely be due to the anxi- 
ety of the vendor of the property to close 
the deal. 

Sound banking practice requires complete 
credit investigation and the refusal to ad- 
vance cash on uncollected funds. These 
rules apply to all types of business. Why 
not enforce them with prospective factory 
site purchasers? A wire to the bank on 
which the check is drawn will determine its 
invalidity, prevent loss, and should result in 
the operator’s arrest. 

His description is: about 30 years of age, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 135 pounds, is 
of slight build, has medium dark complex- 
ion, blue eyes and dark chestnut hair 
Should he call at your bank, delay him, 
notify local poke and the nearest Burns’ 
office. 


has dark hair and is a little bald towards each 
side. He is married and his wife and children 
accompany him. He has in his possession 
an Overland De Luxe Sedan, Serial No. 
12446, Motor No. 93-13294, and is believed 
to be in either Kentucky or the vicinity of 
Kansas City, Mo. 


The Magic of Bail 


MARTIN SILVER, alias Louis Silver- 
stein, alias Frank Silver (2004), was 
trapped while attempting to defraud a 
Montgomery, Ala. bank on a_ worthless 
check. Later he was released on bail and 
disappeared. However, this does not imply 
he will not be heard from soon, as several 
other banks have reported this man’s taking 
ways. 

It is hoped that when he is caught again 
he will not be invited to repeat his disap- 
pearing act through the grace of easy bail. 
This man is described as follows: 24 years 
of age, 5 feet 4 inches, 130 pounds, dark 
hair, sunken eyes and apparently of Jewish 
parentage. A specimen of his handwriting 
appears below. 


10 


ARGO SILVA (2028) alias Vigo Silva, 
opened an account at a Westfield, Mass., 
bank with a small cash deposit. Later he 
deposited a check drawn on the National 
Bank of Republic, Chicago, Ill., which bore 
the signature of Robert Troy. This check 
was returned with the notation “No Ac- 
count.” Before its return however, Silva 
had succeeded in withdrawing a portion of 
the sum represented by the check. 
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Lee Again Busy 


RTICLES have appeared in the Novem- 
ber, 1924, January, 1925, and May, 
1925, issues of this Section setting forth 
the method employed by this operator, who 
has used the names of HENDERSON LEE 
(1612), Harry Parker, James Barton, J. L. 
Hall, John Ray, etc. He is now cashing 
bogus payroll checks ostensibly issued by 
the Pullman Company or some railroad 
company. 

His description is: Negro, 28 to 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 140 to 150 pounds, 
slender build, light brown complexion, wavy 
hair but not kinky; thin face, narrow nose; 
lips not thick as those of the average Negro; 
piece of right front tooth decayed off; has 
gold crown upper left front. A specimen 
of his handwriting appears below. 


New Lire Purchases 


CLEVER Italian swindler known to us 

as C. CANTONOSO (1673), has 
caused several banks losses through his 
operations. This man generally opens an 
account with a local bank, and represents 
himself as a steamship ticket agent. Then, 
over a period of time, small purchases of 
lire are made from nearby banks payment 
being made with certified checks. 

When he has gained the confidence of 
his intended victims, they receive telephone 
orders for delivery of lire to the operator’s 
place of business. These are paid for with 
the usual certified check. In the concluding 
transactions, however, the checks prove 
bogus, and the operator has disappeared be- 
fore the discovery is made. 

This operator always uses an _ Italian 
name. Some of his aliases are: P. Du- 
rante, Lorenzo Lombardi, Francisco Lolli, 
Alphonse Magny, and Alfredo Gramfilippi. 
He is described as: age 35 years, height 5 
feet 7 inches, weight 160-165 pounds; stocky 
build; black hair, pompadour style, partly 
bald on top; dark brown eyes, full round 
face, and very white prominent teeth. 


Did She Defraud Your 
Bank? 


CHARLOTTE SUTHERLAND (1838), 
whose photograph appears with this article, 
pleaded guilty on November 25, 1925, and 
was sentenced to one year in the Peniten- 
tiary for women_at Jacksonville, Ark. She 
is alleged to have stated that during her 
career she cashed thirty-two drafts ranging 
in amounts of $200 to $500. Her male com- 
panion and professed husband is WILLIAM 
H. BOWEN, alias Rodney Hoste (1837), 
also under arrest. 

We call attention to an article appearing 
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Mrs. Charlotte Sutherland 


in the September issue of this Section on 
page 3, and suggest that members who iden- 
tify this woman as an operator who at one 
time defrauded them, arrange to file de- 
tainer warrants at Jacksonville, Ark. 


Wanted in Utah 


James H. Carlson 


As a further aid in identifying JAMES 
H. CARLSON (1982), about whom we 
published a lengthy article in the December, 
1925, issue of this Supplement, we are now 
reproducing his photograph only recently 
received. Carlson is wanted by the Ogden, 
Utah, authorities, for having committed a 
series of crimes. 


The Mystery Woman 


Mrs. Jane E. Longley 


E are reproducing with this article 
the photograph of a woman forger 
giving the name of MRS. JANE E. LONG- 
LEY (1978), alias Mary C. Clark, now 
being held by the Harrisburg, Pa., police. 
While she has assumed an un-communica- 
tive attitude, which has thrown an air of 
mystery around her identity, our agents are 
of the belief that she is none other than 
MRS. HELEN POWELSON (1978) (true 
name), alias Mary Grey, alias Mrs. May F. 
Paulsen, about whom articles have appeared 
in the April, 1924; August, 1925, and De- 
cember, 1925, issues of this section. 
It will be appreciated if our members will 
examine the photograph and immediately re- 


port to this department or the nearest office 
of our agents, if aware of the woman’s true 
identity, or if she is recognized as one who 
swindled them. 

Mrs. Longley is described as follows: 
about 60 years of age, 5 feet 414 inches tall, 
weighs 154 pounds, medium build, gray hair, 
blue eyes, right little finger bent stiff. Finger 
print classification 9/1; U/A; (10)/-; ¥%. 


Warning 


J. B. ABBOT (2013) is a printer by 
trade, on arriving in a city, secures employ- 
ment with some printing establishment and 
remains there several weeks. During his 
stay he opens an account with a bank and 
becomes acquainted with merchants and 
others. Toward the end of his visit he 
negotiates many checks ranging from $5 to 
$50 which all prove worthless. 

The description of this man is: 30 years 
of age, 6 feet 2 inches tall, very straight, 
wéighs about 155 pounds; has dark hai-, 
dark eyes, dark complexion; wears glasses. 


D. C. ALLEN (2014), of whom we have 
a previous record, cashed a bogus check in 
New York City. The check is of the small 
folding (pocket) size, and is drawn on the 
First National Bank of Wallingford, Conn. 
While we have no description of Allen, he 
may be readily identified by his style of 
handwriting. 


An operator using the name of H. C. 
ARMSTRONG (2015) alias Chas. C. 
James, defrauded a San Luis Obispo, Cal., 
bank on a worthless check. Our agents 
are reasonably certain this man is the same 
as the one who operated in the vicinity of 
Lancaster, Cal., a short time ago. 

We are reproducing a specimen of his 
handwriting as an aid to identification. 
Among other tricks in his method of opera- 
tion is placing the words “Commission 
Check” in the lower left hand corner of 
the instruments he passes. 
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J. C. Barrows 


In the December Supplement we published 
an article advising of the arrest of J. C. 
BARROWS (2016) alias J. F. King, alias 
J. J. Morales, etc. 

We are reproducing a photograph of this 
operator with the suggestion that member 
banks study same very closely and if they 
are able to identify him as one who de- 
frauded their institution, the necessary ac- 
tion should be taken to lodge detainer war- 
rants against him at the Minnesota State 
Prison, Stillwater, Minn., where he is now 
serving time. 

RAYMOND F. CLARK (2017) is 
wanted by the Post Office Department and 
Seattle, Wash., authorities for his letter 
box stealing and forging activities. He has 
quite a record. His description is: 32 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 
160 pounds, medium build, medium dark 
complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes; 
large scar over left eyebrow running up 
into hair. The Post Office Department 
offers a reward of $200 for the arrest and 
conviction of persons committing depreda- 
tions on the mails such as in this case. 


J. P. DAVIS (2018) alias J. P. Moore, 
alias John Brown has been successful in 
cashing checks which bear notations such 
as “For Radio Equipment’—‘“For Battery,” 
etc. He poses as a salesman handling radio 
outfits. His personal appearance, however, 
belies his pretended occupation since he 
looks considerably like a manual laborer. His 
age is 25 years, 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 
about 160 pounds, has brown hair and usual- 
ly wears a cap. 

H. FIELDS (2019) alias Max Lubof, 
alias M. Meyer, alias Jos. Roach, has been 
active in Indianapolis. He opened several 
accounts against which a great many checks 
were issued. In cashing them he picked 
merchants for victims. Fields is about 47 
years of age, about 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighs around 140 pounds, slightly gray 
hair, dark complexion. 


JOHN E. HARRIS (2018) alias William 
Kelley has been cashing worthless checks 
in the vicinity of Circleville, and Washing- 
ton Court House, Ohio. This man has the 
appearance of a clergyman, is about 5 feet 
6 inches tall and considered well dressed. 
His method of operation is to make small 
purchases at various stores and to issue a 
check in excess of the cost of the article 
and receive some cash in change. 


SAMUEL HUNTER (2019), true name 
unknown, entered a place of business in 
Walden, N. Y., stole several blank checks 


bearing the firm name of McLean and Gar- 
dinier, and disappeared. Later, judging 
from indorsements appearing on the checks, 
this operator did his Christmas shopping 
early in New York City. Several of the 
stolen checks have turned up bearing both 
forged signature and indorsement. He is 
described as 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighs 
160 to 170 pounds, heavy dark hair, dark 
brown eyes. We are reproducing a speci- 
men of his handwriting herewith. 


of. ms 


JOSEPH R. QUIGLEY (2025) alias 
Frank W. Webster, who gave his occupa- 
tion as a salesman, opened a savings account 
in a St. Louis bank with a substantial cash 
deposit. Later he appeared at the bank, 
presented a check amounting to several hun- 
dred dollars, received the cash on same and 
has not been seen since. It developed later 
that the check the bank cashed was a for- 
gery. 

The description of this man is: 40 years 
of age, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 190 pounds, red- 
dish complexion, has light hair; smooth 
shaven; neat dresser. 


A young man using the name of DONALD 
ROBART (2026) defrauded an Elyria, 
Ohio, bank on some checks he negotiated. 
He usually poses as a student of chemistry, 
and is described as being 25 years of age, 
weighs 140 pounds, smooth shaven; has red 
hair. 


FRANK L. MILLER (1841) alias S. L. 
Parker, alias W. A. Wilson, according to 
his check passing activities, is connected 
with many prominent companies. At any 
rate, the checks he issues bear the names 
of outstanding business institutions. 

One of his most recent checks is repro- 
duced below and we suggest that members 
be on the alert for this man. He is between 
45 and 50 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
155 pounds, blue eyes, smooth shaven; he 
usually uses a new name in each operation 
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so particular attention is called to his hand- 
writing and description. 


JACK LAVERNE (2020) attempted to 
defraud a bank in Columbus, Ohio, recently 
by a worthless check drawn on the Union 
National Bank of Schenectady, N. Y., where 
he maintains no account. He also made an 
attempt in Dayton, Ohio. The only descrip- 
tion of this man supplied to us is: about 30 
years of age, slightly over 5 feet 3 inches 
tall, robust set, smooth shaven. 


R. E. LONGSHIRE (2021) defrauded a 
bank in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, by the time- 
worn scheme of opening an account, making 
deposits and withdrawals and then after 
depositing a worthless check, withdrawing 
funds and disappearing. No description of 
this operator has been supplied to us. 


FRED MENNEN (2022) alias August 
Fleming, gave for collection a $1,200 check 
to a Cincinnati, Ohio, bank. This check, 
which proved worthless, was drawn against 
the American National Baik, Bowling 
Green, Ky. Later Mennen appeared in 
Hamilton, Ohio, where as part of his method 
of operation, he represented himself to be 
a member of the Catholic Church and pre- 
vailed on Catholic merchazts to favor him 
in cashing his checks. He always made the 
check slightly in excess of the purchase 
price so that he could get a small amount 
of cash. 

This man is 65 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, gray hair and mustache; popping 
eyes; loose mouth; walks as if his feet hurt; 
good talker. 

ROBERT E. MOORE, alias William 
Fisher (2023) is a bogus check operator 
reported to have been operating in the 
vicinity of Ohio and Indiana. He is using 
a book of checks bearing the name of the 
Rempel National Bank of Logan. This man 
is 35 years old, weighs about 122 pounds, 
is 5 feet 3 to 4 inch s tall; when last seen 
he was wearing a small mustache. A speci- 
men of his handwriting is reproduced below. 


© 


BOSTON VARNISH Co. 1078 


VARMSHES ANO ENAMELS. 


$200.00 
___DOLLARS.. 


BOSTON VARNISH COMPANY.» 


One of Frank L..Miller’s checks bearing the name of an outstanding business firm 
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CHARLES L. NORTON (1871), against 
whose operations we have published warn- 
ings in the September and October issues 
of this Supplement, pages 6 and 3, respec- 
tively, is still finding ready victims among 
member banks. Specimens of his handwrit- 
ing appeared with the October article and 
his method of operation was outlined in de- 
tail. However, in the hope that this warn- 
ing may end his fraudulent transactions, we 
will state that he always appears at a bank 
with a worthless check drawn on an out of 
town bank, which appears to bear the in- 
dorsement of a local grocery merchant. The 
indorsement is a forgery, Norton having se- 
cured a specimen of the merchant’s signa- 
ture by claiming that he is about to open 
a construction camp and securing the 
grocer’s signature to a contract for groceries 
necessary to feed about two hundred men. 

This operator has used the aliases of 
Charles E. Manning, Harry V. Allen, 
Thomas E. Martin, Vernon D. Willis and 
will no doubt use others. His description 
is 30 to 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighs 175 pounds, medium complexion, 
brown hair; well dressed, alert and affable 
talker. 


ROBERT H. VAN KEUREN, alias Van 
Kueran, alias Henry Arnold (2024). A 
man using the above names is operating in 
the states of Ohio and New York with 
bogus checks drawn on various banks. In 
his recent operations he has always used 
the name of Van Keuren and he represents 
himself as a chauffeur for the woman whose 
name appears on the check as maker. He 
presents an automobile license for identifi- 
cation, and is described as being about 40 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall and weigh- 
ing about 170 pounds. 


MRS. J. SMITH (2030) alias Mrs. M. 
M. Miller, opened an account in a. Corpus 
Christi, Texas, bank with a bogus check. 
She succeeded in withdrawing a_ small 
amount before the check had cleared. The 
check was returned but Mrs. Smith was not 
to be found. 

Her description is: 50 to 55 years of age, 
5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 165 to 170 
pounds, rather heavy build; probably of 
Swedish nationality; her hands were large 
and rough. We are reproducing a specimen 
of her handwriting. 


H. L. TERHUNE (2032) has been pass- 
ing bogus checks for the past several months 
and the scene of his activity has been cen- 
tered in the New England States. His 
present whereabouts are unknown. We are 
unable to supply a description of this man. 
However, in most of his operations he has 
used his own name. 


A New York, N. Y., bank recently 
suffered a loss on a forged check nego- 
tiated by a woman using the name of H. 
SCHWARTZ (2031). She is 22 years of 


age, 5 feet tall, weighs 95 pounds, small and 
frail build; slightly dark complexion. 


DENYS F. VURPILLOT (2033) de- 
frauded a Charleston, S. C., bank in the 
following manner: He deposited a check 
bearing the name of Chas. S. Brice as the 
maker and shortly afterwards withdrew a 
major portion of it. The check deposited 
came back unpaid since it was drawn against 
a non-existent account. Vurpillot’s descrip- 
tion has not been supplied to us, although 
it is evident, based on information received, 
that he is a young man. A specimen of his 
handwriting is reproduced to assist in iden- 
tifying him. 


Denys F- Vurpilel 
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B. WARD, alias R. B. Bush, alias J. C. 
Cole, alias J. H. House (2035). Four out 
of six banks in a Virginia city contributed 
several hundred dollars to this criminal’s 
bank roll. The old method of opening ac- 
counts with cash and kiting checks was used. 
He then presented bogus checks drawn on 
out of town banks, explaining that he was 
in no need of the funds until collected. 
However, the next day he deposited worth- 
less checks drawn on local banks, and was 
successful in checking against them, having 
practically depleted his cash balance in the 
meantime. Ward is 30 to 40 years of age, 
of medium height, weighs 150 to 160 
pounds, stocky build, florid complexion ; 
dark hair, streaked with gray; wore pin 
striped suit, light soft hat and overcoat and 
patent leather shoes. He carried a large 
black Gladstone suitcase. 


In the October, 1924, issue of this Sup- 
plement we published an article on SAM- 
UEL COHEN (2035), alias Herbert C. 
Mellon. This operator used bogus certified 
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checks drawn on various banks against ac- 
counts with names such as Harry Lewis 
and Company, The Little-Jones Company, 
etc. He has defrauded numerous mer- 
chants throughout the country. Recently 
our attention has been called to a man using 
the names of Jack Falk, Harry Blau, L. 
Franks, Herman Daniels, Harry Appel, etc., 
using a check very similar in composition. 
Falk has been identified as Cohen, and the 
name now appearing on his checks is the 
Mutual Lamp Manufacturing Company with 
Chadwick as Treasurer. 3 

There is a bona fide lamp company of 
similar name but these checks are not theirs 
nor is the operator in any way identified 
with the company. The description of 
Cohen is about 32 years of age, 5 feet 7 
inches, 150 pounds, sandy hair, short stubby 
mustache, blue eyes. He may wear shell- 
rimmed glasses. 


H. JAMES WHITE (2034) has been 
issuing worthless checks in varying sums. 
He has operated in Cuba, many of his 
checks having been cashed through branches 
of American banks there. No description 
has been supplied to us as yet. 


This Association issued a special bulletin 
during the month of November, setting 
forth the activities of ROBERT LEE 
BUCKLEY (1731), the “Cash and Bearer” 
forger. Since that time, Buckley’s checks 
have ceased and his present whereabouts 
are unknown. It is believed he is in the 
vicinity of Chicago but no news confirming 
that belief has been received. 


CHARLES E. WILLIAMSON (1921) 
alias James E. Smith, relative to whom we 
published an article in the October Section, 
is still active. Based on reports received, 
he is concentrating in the Middle West. 
Banks in that territory should be alert for 
Williamson, and we suggest they report his 
activities to their local Chambers of Com- 
merce and merchants’ associations who in 
turn might care to circularize their mem- 
bers. This will be a material aid as Wil- 
liamson’s activities are seldom directed 
against banks. 

We call particular attention to one of 
Williamson’s checks which we reproduce 
below. A careful study of it will convey 
a fair idea of his style of writing. His 
description is: 63 years of age, 5 feet 8 
inches tall, 150 pounds or over, dark com- 
plexion, brown eyes; black hair mixed with 


gray. 


* 


! 


One of Williamson’s checks drawn on a Middle Western bank 


| 
hued, 
i 
—— 
4 | 


8 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


January, 1926 


Impostor Working 


A swindler claiming to be J. W. or 
FRANK KROGER (2037) is calling upon 
merchants and banks located in and about 
the Eastern and mid Western states and is 
finding many victims through his bogus 
drafts drawn on the Kroger Grocery and 
Baking Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. There 
are only three members of the Kroger fam- 
ily interested in the company, viz: B. H. 
Kroger, B. H. Kroger, Jr., and Chester 
Kroger. The impostor is described as 5 
feet 8 or 9 inches tall, weighs 165 pounds, 
has dark complexion, very dark eyes, prom- 
inent lips, smooth shaven; well dressed; has 
the appearance and pose of an executive 
type. 


The saloon is history now. Up until re- 
cently so was CHARLES MURRAY (2038) 
and his so-called “Saloon Gang,” which had 
been sent to the penitentiary for forgeries. 
After a lapse of four years several checks 
unmistakably written by members of this 
outfit have caused New York City banks 
losses. On May 29, 1921, Alexander Ma- 
honey, John Noble and Terry Pellegrino 
were apprehended and directly convicted on 
the charge of forgery. 

How many of these characters are pres- 
ently involved in recent forgeries is not 
known, but two facts have been established. 
One is that the checks are being written 
by the same hand as formerly. Second, a 
woman is being used in the game. The 
woman is described as: 22 years of age, 5 
feet tall, weighs 95 pounds, very short and 
frail. The man’s description is not given. 


A. E. KELAHAN (2036) called at a 
Warren, Ohio, bank and requested that an 
account be opened for him. He deposited 
several checks drawn on out of town banks. 
During the course of his conversation with 
the Warren bank he stated that he was to 
supervise a campaign being conducted by 


the Better Business Builders. He was re- © 


fused permission to draw against the checks 
but contrary to those instructions he did 
issue a small check which naturally was 
turned down. This man is about 30 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall; wears a dark 
brown mustache, and generally speaking, 
possesses a convincing manner. 


Arrests 
Forgers, etc. 


BARKSDALE, JAMES—November 19, at 
Baltimore, held in the county jail. 

BELSON, ED—Alias Joe Vammar, alias 
Harry Fein, November 23, at Chicago, 
held in the city jail. 

BERGK, AUGUST—November 22, at San 
Francisco, held in the city jail. 

BRITTON, DON—December 8, at Kansas 
City, Mo., held in the city jail. 

BURGETT, LAHMAN—December 8, at 
Kansas City, Mo., held in the city jail. 

DALEZ, LORENZO—Alias Lorenzo Dilo, 
December 4, at Portland, Ore., held in 
the county jail. 

DAVIS, GEO.—November 17, at Marys- 
ville, Cal., held in the county jail. 

DAY, HARRISON E.—November 9, at 
Buffalo, N. Y., held in the county jail. 


FRANKLIN, RAY—November 10, at 
Louisville, held in the county jail. 

FREDERICK, A. C.—December 10, at 
Dallas, Texas, held in the county jail. 

GREENBERG, ISADORE—November 24, 
at Chicago, held in the city jail. 

GROSS, SAM—Case settled. 

HICKS, PAUL—December 11, at Kansas 
City, Mo., held in the city jail. 

IUTZELER, MRS. RUTH—December 5, 
at Mission, Texas, held in the county jail. 

LEWIS HARRY—Alias I. Wolk, alias 
David S. Uransky, December 8, at Boston, 
held in the city jail. 

LYONS, JACK—November 24, at Chicago, 
held in the city jail. 

McCOY, E. E—November 2, at Perry, 
Okla., held in the county jail. 

MAPES, JACKSON V.—Alias J. A. Pol- 
car, re-arrested November 24, 1925, at 
Cleveland, Ohio, held in the city jail. 

MILES, TOM—November 12, at Chico, 
Cal., held in the county jail. 

MILTON, MRS. INA M.—November 21, 
at Long Beach, Cal., held in the county 
jail. 

MOORE, ORRIE—November 27, at At- 
lanta, held in the county jail. 

MUSTOE, CARL—Alias Cecil Chisler, 
December 11, at Homer, La., held in the 
county jail. 

REEVES, EDGAR—December 2, at At- 
lanta, held in the county jail. 

ROUTON, MONROE T.— Re-arrested 
November 25, at Austin, Texas, held in 
the county jail. 

RUSSELL, LYNN F.—August 7, at Cleve- 
land, held in the city jail. 

SWIFT, J. S.-—-December 9, at Tulsa, Okla., 
held in the County jail. 

WEHBA, JIM—December 5, at Mission, 
Texas, held in the county jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANDERSON, ALBION—November 22, at 
Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
COWARD, JAMES—November 22, at 
Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
FRANTA, EDWARD—November 5, at 
Chicago, held in the city jail. 
GIBERSON, TRUE—December, 1925, at 
Sullivan, Mo., held in the county jail. 
ISENBERG, VINCENT J.—November 22, 
at Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
JEFFERIES, GEORGE—November 19, at 
Racine, Wis., held in the county jail. 
LANG, PETER—November, 1925, at Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., held in the county jail. 
LUCAS, ANDREW--November 22, at 
Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 


McGUIRE, SHINER—December 1, at 
Kansas City, Mo., held in the city jail. 
MASTRINA, JOSEPH—November 22, at 

Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
ROGERS, MRS. CATHERINE—Novem- 
ber 28, at Sioux Falls, S. Dak., held in the 

county jail. 

ROGERS, VERA—November 28, at Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak., held in the county jail. 
SINGLES, BOYD—November, 1925, at 
Huntington, W. Va., held in the county 

jail. 
SPERNAK, FRANK J.—November 9, at 
Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
VERMILLION, FRANK — November, 
1925, at Albuquerque, N. Mex., held in 
the county jail. 
VOTA, JOSEPH — November 22, at 
Greensburg, Pa., held in the county jail. 
WALLING, ELMER—December, 1925. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 

ANDERSON, DAVIS—Disposition unde- 
termined. 

BARKSDALE, JAMES—5 years, Mary- 
land House of Correction. 

ELMORE, JOHN W.—1 year, Western 
Penitentiary, Pennsylvania. 

GIBSON, DONALD F., alias E. Hecock— 
Committed to Patton (Cal.) Insane Ward. 

McCOY, E. E—1 year, McAlester, Okla. 

MAPES, JACKSON V., alias Lynn Rus- 
sell, alias John Polcar—Indeterminate 
sentence, Ohio State Reformatory. 

MILLER, HARRY—Forfeited bond. 

MILLER, WILEY BRUCE, alias Geo. W. 
Walsh—Suspended sentence, two years 
probation. 

MILTON, MRS. INA M.—Suspended sen- 
tence. 

MOORE, ORRIE—2 years, Georgia Ju- 
venile Farm. 

MORRIS, ELLIS—Case settled. 

REEVES, EDGAR-— years, 
State Farm. 


Holdup Robbers 

DOCKTER, EDGAR—Acquitted. 

JEFFRIES, GEORGE—8 years, South 
Dakota State Penitentiary. 

MOSS, CHARLES—11 to 22 months, 
Idaho State Penitentiary. 

ROBERTS, BOB—11 to 22 months, Idaho 
State Penitentiary. 


Georgia 


Burglars 


DAWSIE, JOE—Acquitted. 
EDGIN, OSCAR—Released. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 
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Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 
to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. Protective Services Are Available Only When 


Notice Is Given Within Ten Days After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 


Building. 


M1am1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 
GeorGta, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 
Catcaco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Iowa, Des Mornes.—-609 Observatory Building. TEXas, Houston.—Union National Bank Building. 
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MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 
Missourr, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 
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No Compromise with Crime! 


HE increased activity of criminals 

in certain sections of the country 

makes more urgent the need of 

avoiding the compromise of crime 
in any form. This important factor in any 
organized movement having as its objective 
the reduction of crime was realized by this 
Association many years ago when regula- 
tions governing its protective work were first 
framed. Article VII ‘of the Association 
By-Laws, in outlining the regulations, per- 
sonnel and purposes of the Protective Com- 
mittee, which was appointed in 1891, reads 
as follows: 

“The Protective Committee and every 

member of the American Bankers Asso- 

ciation is prohibited from compromising 
or compounding with persons charged 
with crime or with their agents or at- 
torneys, a case once committed to the 

Association that results in the apprehen- 

sion of the criminal.” 

The Protective Committee Rules, govern- 
ing the work of the Protective Department, 
require that: “A case once committed to 
the Association cannot be taken out of its 
hands nor the offense condoned or com- 
promised.” 


HE following quoted article by Arthur 
Brisbane, which recently appeared in 
many newspapers furnishes an apt illustra- 
tion of the criticism which is justly due 


those who accept restitution from criminals 
rather than prosecuting them in accordance 
with law: 

“There are laws against compounding a 
felony. If a man steals your money, and 
you pay him to bring it back, promising to 
say nothing about it, you are guilty of a 
crime. 

Financial institutions, however, and con- 
cerns that issue insurance against loss by 
theft, forgery, etc., make a regular business 
of compounding felonies. 


In New York recently a young criminal 
* * * stole $250 from a bank. The bank 
allowed him to go free on his promise to 
pay in installments. That was compound- 
ing a felony, as well as committing a crime. 

During his freedom this young man killed 
another boy * * *. 


Just as a public service the mother of that 
boy ought to sue the bank that compounded 
the murderer’s felony. If the bank hadn’t 
committed the crime of compounding that 
felony the murderer would have been in 
jail and his victim would not have been 
killed.” 


ne we resent the charge that 
banks, “make a regular business of 
compounding felonies,” we thoroughly agree 


that compromising criminal acts has grown 
to unhealthy proportions and is now a heavy 
contributor to increased crime. We, there- 
fore, commend the above article for serious 
consideration by all member banks in deal- 
ing with known criminals. 

The dangers confronting bankers and 
business men in the crime situation of to- 
day should impel the strictest adherence to 
the requirements of the Association’s Pro- 
tective Committee, regardless of the amount 
of indemnity available through insurance 
coverage. If conditions prevailing during 
the comparatively peaceful days of 1891 
warranted these restrictions in the Asso- 
ciation By-Laws and Protective Committee 
Rules, their rigid application in face of the 
deplorable situation of today becomes im- 
perative. 

Swift, certain and final punishment, which 
the smart criminal often evades, rests upon 
the determination of his victims to prose- 
cute and a revision of our antiquated crim- 
inal jurisprudence. Coupled with improved 
methods and manpower for law enforce- 
ment, those are missing factors without 
which efforts to reduce crime to a minimum 
must fail. Only through the exercise of 
extreme care in preventing crime and by 
strict prosecution to the full extent of the 
law can we expect to reduce the bankers’ 
share of the criminals’ toll. 


Another Master Penman Defying Identity 


N recent issues of this Section consider- 

able publicity has been given the “Ad- 
ler Gang,” an article appearing on page 2 
of the August, 1925, issue will be recalled 
as well as the arrests of two members of 
the band in the January, 1926, issue, viz 
RALPH BECKMAN (2007), and JACOB 
GREENSPAWN (2008). Since then our 
agents caused the arrest of IZZY KAHN 
(2039), J. HARRIS (2040), ED. BELSON 
(2041), and JOE ADLER (2042). By a 
peculiar quirk in the laws, all members of 
the band were quickly given their 
freedom and may be expected to renew their 
attacks against banks. Adler’s picture is 
reproduced with this article. 

These men are well organized, influen- 
tially connected and have been working 
along the following lines: Some selected 
or self-appointed member of the gang bur- 
glarizes an office, or in some other manner 
steals cancelled checks which serve as mod- 
els for forgeries. At the same time some 
unused printed checks of the occupants of 
the office are stolen. Then, it is alleged, 
Joe Adler, who in underworld parlance is 
known as the “scratcher,” forges the sig- 
natures on. these blank checks. Cashing the 
forged instruments is then attempted by any 
member of the gang. The man assigned or 


Joe Adler 


volunteered to this task is called the 
“pusher” and the proceeds are divided on 
a percentage basis. 

Beckman and Greenspawn have been 
identified by a number of banks and have 
had detainer warrants lodged against them 
with the Chicago authorities. Any member 


identifying Adler is requested to imme- 
diately take similar action. These crooks 
are not only dangerous forgers, they also 
display an uncanny ability in securing re- 
lease promptly after arrest. The coopera- 
tion of all interested members is, therefore, 
needed to keep them at a safe distance from 
any bank. 


Check Writing 


ANE L. BROOKE (2055) differs little 

from the woman who could not under- 
stand why her account was overdrawn be- 
cause she still had some checks left. 

Jane opened an account in a Scarsdale, 
N. Y., bank with a cash deposit, declaring 
that she had purchased a home, giving its 
location, and furnished bank references. 
A check-up showed her story to be false, 
but Jane got her check book before her lies 
were discovered and she has not. stopped 
writing checks yet. Her account is much 
overdrawn and retail merchants were the 
victims. She is described as middle aged, 
5 feet 9 inches tall, poor complexion; well 
dressed; wore a light colored fur coat. 
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New Twist by the “Saloon Gang” 


the Volstead period, ALEX 
(NIGGER) MAHONEY (2045), 
JOHN NOBLE (2046), and TERRY PEL- 


call. Another member then called at the 
bank with a check. If the teller hesitated, 
it was suggested that he call the maker of 


these men received a lot of money as well 
as a jail term. They are out now and an 
examination of several forgeries recently 


LEGRINO (2047) 
earned for. them- 
selves the name of 
the “Saloon Gang.” 
They made their 
headquarters in sa- 
loons and as a gen- 
eral rule forged the 
signatures of ‘the 
proprietors to checks 
they stole from the 


reported to us leaves 
little doubt that the 
checks were written 
by members of the 
above gang. The 
fact that a woman 
is now passing these 
checks for the gang 
suggests an addition 
to their ranks. 
The woman, who 


premises. They also is about 22 years of 
stole checks from age, about 5 feet 
others, such as tall, 95 pounds in 


cigar store owners, 
etc. 

At the time of 
negotiating the in- 
struments one of the 
gang went to the sa- 


Alex Mahoney 


John Noble 


Terry Pellegrino 


weight, presented a 
check with note to 
the teller of a New 
York bank. The 
note was supposedly 
signed by the maker 


loon or cigar store owned by the man whose 
signature was forged and obtained permission 
to wait at the telephone for an expected 


the check. The confederate who received 
the call always assured the teller that it was 
all right to pay the money. For their efforts 


of the check, and it authorized the teller 
to cash the check. The signatures on the 
check and note were forgeries. 


Pass Book Thieves Again Active 


ECAUSE of the apparent carelessness 

and lack of knowledge of banking on 
the part of foreign depositors, the activities 
in the field of forged withdrawal orders 
are, as ever, a matter of considerable 
moment in banking circles. Large sums 
of money pass into the hands of forgers 
annually, due to carelessness and failure of 
the bank paying the money to communicate 
with the depositor. Every bank should 
stress the fact that missing pass books 
should be immediately reported by the 
depositor. 

Banks in Detroit, more than any other 
section of the country have experienced this 
form of swindling. Only recently one of 
the banks paid cut a large sum of money 
on demand from a supposed depositor who 
reported that he had changed his residence 
to Buffalo. Too late an investigation de- 
veloped that the depositor had never left 


the city, never missed a day at work and 
did not know his book was missing. 

The circumstances surrounding such for- 
geries often show traces of collusion and 
they are planned and carried out in a man- 
ner that proof against the participants can- 
not readily be shown. However, in the 
majority of cases it is clearly the work of 
nomadic transients or floaters among the for- 
eign population who cultivate the friendship 
and establish themselves in the confidence of 
unsuspecting and thrifty workers and dis- 
appear when they have obtained possession 
of the victim’s pass book. 

It rests upon the bankers themselves to 
exercise due diligence in bringing this ill 
to ah end. Careful investigation as to 
whether the depositor has actually removed 
from the city and procuring his indorse- 
ment direct are simple expedients when with- 
drawal orders are received through the 
mails. 


Unscrupulous Trading Hits Banks 


ERCHANTS, wholesalers, banks and 

finance companies were recently taken 
in by a scheme along the following lines. 
They were interested by representatives of 
plumbing and heating, oil burner, washing 
machine and radio companies, either direct 
or through a distributing company. Exclu- 
sive sales contracts are offered the dealers 
to act as distributors. The selling com- 


pany was to furnish salesmen, push the pro- 


ducts and advertise to stimulate sales. Ship- 
ments of the products were actually made 
and payments were arranged on a deferred 
plan. At the request of the dealers, the sell- 
ing company tendered trade acceptances ma- 
turing in 60, 90 and 120 days and they were 
quickly discounted with banks and finance 
companies. 

The selling company furnished neither 
salesmen nor advertising and when recourse 


on the acceptances was sought, dealers de- 
nied either the signature or responsibility 
and the selling company was not to be 
found. Finally banks and finance companies 
had a legal battle on their hands in an en- 
deavor to realize on the paper they accepted 
without consulting their customer—the pur- 
ported maker. Some dealers took their 
medicine and paid up but others refused, 
necessitating costly litigation with no definite 
prospects of the acceptance holders recover- 
ing their losses. Evansville, Ind., was the 
last point plagued with this practice. 


A Copper’s Brass 


NUMBER of banks in New York City 

recently reported losses on worthless 
checks cashed for a man wearing a New 
York police officer’s uniform on which was 
pinned Badge No. 3751. This man used the - 
names of Thomas Kiely, William Nelson, 
George Munley, Peter Mulinos, etc. The 
badge had been lost by a New York police- 
man, and was found by CHARLES HER- 
TING (2054), who has been arrested and 
charged with the forgeries. 

The attention of New York banks is called 
to this arrest and those having been de- 
frauded by this impostor should lodge de- 
tainer warrants with the proper authorities. 
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Mowrey Resumes Operations with Clever Scheme 


HEOPHILUS J. MOWREY (2044), 

is an exceptional criminal from a stand- 
point of versatility and the magnitude of 
his fraudulent transactions. We are bring- 
ing this man to the attention of our mem- 
bers because he recently resumed operations 
in the vicinity of Bridgeport, Conn. 

Among the many methods employed by 
him is one wherein he asks a bank to 
recommend a high grade lawyer to handle 
a collection matter for him. With this step 
completed, the attorney is called upon to 
dun a debtor at a specified point. The 
debtor eventually submits to the attorney’s 
demands, and a cashier’s check, normally 
regarded as instantly negotiable, is mailed 
to him. Mowrey then presses the attorney 
for immediate payment which often is given 


T. J. Mowrey 


because of the kind of instrument received. 
It is later discovered that Mowrey or a 


Insurance Linked With Fraud 


LLAN MacDONALD (2043) is badly 

wanted in Duluth, Minn., for a number 

of depredations against banks and others. 

MacDonald secured a large amount of money 

which he raised by resorting to a game not 
necessarily new, but effective. 

Approaching a banker, MacDonald 


claimed to have loaned a local individual 


funds on the strength of the latter assign- 
ing to him an insurance policy, due to 
mature soon. Being short of funds him- 
self, however, he could wait no longer and 
asked the bank to extend him a loan. The 
bank, feeling that the matter was bona fide, 
made the loan, and MacDonald re-assigned 
the policy to them. 

A short time later, it was learned that 
the policy was spurious, including the as- 
signment to MacDonald. In short, the as- 
sured never made the assignment, nor was 
he insured by the company in question. 
MacDonald is reported to have obtained 
more than $100,000 in this manner, and dis- 
appeared. 

His description follows: 39 years of age, 6 
feet tall, weighs 190 to 200 pounds, dark 
complexion, sallow; full round face, dark, 
piercing eyes, black hair, thin in front; na- 


Allan MacDonald 


tive of Halifax, Nova Scotia; is a heavy 
smoker, and a habitué of brokerage offices. 
He boasts membership in the Elks, Masons 
(Scottish Rite), and the Odd Fellows. 


Fattening the Hen for a Killing 


WO _ unusually clever criminals are 

traveling around the country on easy 
money acquired in a unique manner. A 
suite in some office building is entered and 
from it canceled checks, blank checks and 
bank pass books are removed. When leav- 
ing the premises their last act is to sever 
the telephone wire. On the next day one 
of the partners in crime enters the bank 
carrying the account of the man whose of- 
fice was rifled. 

The criminal presents the pass book along 
with several bogus checks for deposit. When 
successful, this move gives the criminal a 


visible margin, fat enough to draw a sub- 
stantial amount against an account that in 
reality is lean. The criminal, as usual, pre- 
sents a check bearing the forged signature 
of the depositor and asks the teller to cash 
it for him. 

If there is any hesitancy on the teller’s 
part, the criminal suggests that he call the 
depositor. He does, but in vain, because 
the connection is severed. 

A number of banks have been duped so 
far, the last one being located in Kansas 
City, Mo. These men operated in Michigan 
and Tennessee in addition to Missouri and 


confederate has mailed the check which 
proves to be a complete counterfeit. 

Another of his schemes involved the pur- 
chase of Liberty bonds with bogus or forged 
cashier’s checks. He also victimized banks 
by simultaneously opening accounts in sev- 
eral banks within a city. Then his funds 
are kited between the banks and after a 
period of time, bogus checks are deposited 
in each account and immediately drawn 
against. 

He is described as follows: 68 years of 
age, 5 feet 5 inches tall; weighs 133 pounds, 
grey hair, light grey eyes, sallow complex- 
ion. His photograph appears herewith and 
should he call on another of our members 
due care should be used, not only to prevent 
loss, but cause his arrest. 


no doubt will strike elsewhere. We have 
only the name and description of one of the 
two men, which follow: L. B. GOLDING 
(2052), 38-40 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighs 175 pounds, dark hair, slightly 
gray at temples, dark brown or black eyes, 
very dark complexion, full and round face. 


20 


Do You Want Him? 


One HARRY BOWMANN (2085) called 
at a Reading, Pa., bank and presented a 
check bearing his own signature, ostensibly 
drawn against his account in a Cincinnati, 
Ohio, bank. He related a story of having 
just located in Reading, and instructed the 
bank to open two accounts for him, one a 
commercial account in the sum of $4,000, and 
another a savings account, of $1,600. Bow- 
mann is about 6 feet tall, slender build, hair 
streaked with gray; wears glasses; presents 
a very neat appearance; and speaks with a 
noticeable German accent. He was recently 


arrested at Reading, where he is now held. 
Any member bank interested in this man 
should get in touch with the authorities at 
that point. 


Harry Bowman 


| | 
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Keep Him In 


Robert R. Riddell 


OBERT R. RIDDELL (2048), alias 

H. B. Kyle, ete., upon his arrest in- 
formed those who took him into custody at 
Los Angeles that he would get out. Braz- 
enly relating previous arrests, he remarked 
that, with good attorneys, it would be im- 
possible to “hang” the present offense on 
him, adding that “they always got him out 
before.” 

Riddell was arrested for securing a loan 
which he backed up with spurious or in- 
validated securities as collateral. He also 
purchased an expensive automobile giving 
as payments some worthless bonds. ~- 

When a crook exercises so much freedom 
and exhibits so much nerve, it is time to 
tame him properly. This man is wanted 
in Tampa, Fla., San Jose, Cal., and Seattle. 
We urge any other banks defrauded by him 
to have detainer warrants filed with the 
San Jose authorities as he is now being held 
there. He is a dangerous swindler and it is 
strictly up to his victims to make him un- 
derstand that law actually exists and has 
a purpose in this country, regardless of his 
bravado. 


Queer Procedure 


LERTNESS on the part of the em- 

ployees of a member bank averted loss 
and foiled a smartly planned fraud. This 
proves the contention that crime can be re- 
duced to a minimum through eternal 
vigilance. 

Recently, a man _ styling himself as 
CHARLES GILMAN (2051), treasurer of 
the Gilman Paper Company, Inc., entered a 
bank and asked for.corporate resolutions. He 
told the employees that his organization 
contemplated withdrawing its funds from 
another large bank and placing them on de- 
posit with their bank. An examination 
proved the other bank did have such an 
account and valued it. Soon after, how- 
ever, Gilman returned the~ resolutions, 
signed. Opening the account with a worth- 


less instrument, he ordered the printing of 
special checks, meanwhile taking a book of 
regular forms. 

The procedure struck one of the employees 
as strange. He felt that, if honest, Gilman 
would have opened the account only after 
conferring with the officers, rather than 
clerks of the bank. Investigation proved 
that the signature on the resolutions did 
not coincide with the records of the same 
names at the other bank. 

Elevating his entry, the operator has since 
tried the same scheme in New York City, 
using a bank president for his approach. 


It Didn’t Work 


if tree happened in Girard, Ohio. It’s a 
crude bit of work, but for the benefit 
of those who may be called upon with a 
similar story, we give it here: George W. 
GILMER (2053), about 50 years of age, 5 
feet 5 inches tall, with reddish gray hair, 
wearing a dark blue suit, which showed 
signs of wear, went into a Girard bank, to 
open a checking account. He produced a 
blank check from the Safe Deposit and Title 
Guarantee Co. of Kittanning, Pa., and asked 
the teller to make it out for $465, which 
amount, less $30, he wanted deposited in 
the new account. At this stage the matter 
was turned over to the cashier, who upon 
questioning the man, learned that he was 
a former baseball player, was with the 
Youngstown, Ohio, team in 1909-10, was 


acquainted with personages of note, showed 
a picture of two little girls and a boy, say- 
ing they were his children. It all sounded 
plausible, but he got no money, and when 
finally his check came back from Kittanning, 
it was marked “No Funds.” 


Warning 


E. C. ALLEN (2056), alias Ed E. How- 
ard, passed three forged checks in Mounds 
and Beggs, Okla., recently. These checks 
were drawn on a bank in Tulsa, Okla., 
against the account of one of its customers, 
the Ice Drilling Company. Negotiation of 
the checks followed the robbery of the de- 
positor’s office and a theft of blank checks. 
Member banks should be on the look-out 
for further operations. 


A smooth worker, using the alias of 
FRED C. BAKER (2057), is operating 
around San Francisco and tries a more 
brazen method than he formerly practised: 
In the beginning of his career, he invariably 
opened accounts and later endeavored to 
draw funds against a deposit of worthless 
checks. His time evidently grew -too valua- 
ble for trifling with the opening of an ac- 
count, for he now operates as follows: 
Filling out a deposit slip in an assumed 
name, he approaches the teller’s window 
with a group of checks for deposit, repre- 
senting himself as a customer of the bank. 
At the same time he requests cash for sev- 
eral checks, to all appearances his own 
His practice has proven effective and banks 
have suffered losses. We are reproducing 
herewith a spécimen of his penmanship. 


Canceled Checks 


NGER of loss to the bank is 
increased by irregular or late 
delivery of canceled checks to 
depositors. Late examination of 
their checks by depositors often 
serves to aid the forger in mak- 
ing a complete “get-away.” 
Recently in Kansas City a 
forged check cashed on Septem- 
ber 14 of last year was not de- 
tected until December 29, when 
the customer obtained his can- 
celed checks and reported a 
forgery to the bank. As a result, 
our agents are endeavoring to 
locate an elusive JOHN CATH- 
ERY (2049), whose name ap- 
pears on the check and who 
cashed it at a local tire company. 
The chances of apprehending a 
criminal under such circum- 
stances are made remote by un- 
necessary and costly delay. 


Under the name of LEE BARNES 
(2058), alias Lee Benton, a crook cashed a 
number of checks in Hirsch, Cal., at a local 
bank. Later they were found to bear forged 
signatures of a customer of a Long Beach, 
Cal., bank, the latter sustaining the loss as 
they were honored ‘following passage 
through the clearings. 


BRUCE BAXTER (2059), a visitor for 
a short time at the home of a business man 
in Spokane, Wash., is being sought by our 
agents as a result of his having passed sev- 
eral forged checks drawn against the ac- 
count of his host. 


An operator assuming the name of JOHN 
C. BRAGG (2060), has been at work in and 
about El Centro, Cal. At least one speci- 
men of his “art” has come to light with 
subsequent loss to the bank he operated 
against. His specialty lies in forging the 
names of bona fide customers ef banks. 
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Member banks, especially those along the 
Atlantic Coast, are advised to keep a lookout 
for JOHN L. BRALS (2061), a former 
vice-president of the Oil Appliance Com- 
pany, Hartford, Conn., who, having appro- 
priated funds of the company and misused 
the confidence of his employees, suddenly 
disappeared. The last heard of him were 
several fake telegrams from Baltimore and 
Jacksonville, and as he has friends in the 
South, it is believed he is headed in that 
direction, possibly Munson’s Island, off 
Miami, Fla. His description is about 5 feet 
10 or 11 inches tall, weighs about 160 pounds, 
florid complexion, blue eyes, light brown 
hair; has a small moustache, high forehead, 
long thin face, rather pitted; well dressed ; 
right index finger is missing. 


STEPHEN C. CLARK (2062) forged 
the signature of a New York bank depositor 
to a check with which he attempted to pur- 
chase a watch. He employed a telegraph 
company’s messenger to deliver the check 
and a letter to a jeweler. The jeweler was 
instructed to deliver the watch that night 
at the office of the telegraph company. For- 
tunately the forgery was detected before the 
delivery was effected and a decoy package 
was prepared for delivery. Clark failed to 
call for the package and has not been lo- 
cated. We have no description of him but 
are reproducing his handwriting. 


Re. 


One 


An operator using the name FE. J. CLAY- 
TON (2063) has recently been active in 
western Pennsylvania, where he is defraud- 
ing hotels and other institutions by means 
of forged cashier’s checks, purporting to 
have been issued by the Camden National 
Bank, Camden, N. J. The checks bear the 
same number, i.e., 9832, while the bank tran- 
sit number is shown as 7-18 instead of 55-88. 
Some of these checks have turned up at 
Hanover and Brownsville, Pa., and it is be- 
lieved that the operator is working his way 
west. 


An operator, JACK M. DENT (2064), 
about 27 years of age, is wanted badly in 
several localities. He may enter a bank and 
deposit a worthless check for $250, drawn 
on the Commercial Trust Company, Kansas 
City, Mo., thus establishing a savings ac- 
count. A few days later, he returns with 
a forged pay check of Albert Pick & 
-Company, Chicago, IIl., drawn on the First 
National Bank of Chicago; signed Lee E. 
Blint, treasurer. This check may be for 
$350. He will ask for $300 cash, and ex- 
press the desire to place the remaining $50 


Phonetic Finance 


CROOKS pass forged checks, 

victimizing unsuspecting out- 
of-town business people and 
banks, by following a time-worn, 
simple method which should eas- 
ily be prevented by reasonable 
care. Employees of member 
banks should exercise extreme 
care in giving information over 
the telephone as to the standing 
of their depositors. Otherwise a 
repetition of the following an- 
cient order may occur: 

Recently an operator styling 
himself, H. E. BUTLER (2050), 
approached a business house in a 
large city not far from where his 
intended victim was located, and 
following some talk of business, 
asked to have a check cashed. By 
telephone it was ascertained that 
the standing of the man, whose 
name he paraded under, was 
good; therefore, the check was 
cashed. It went through the 
clearings, but the alleged maker 
later announced it a forgery. 


in his savings account, thus “safeguarding” 
the $300 he is taking in cash. These checks 
are on light green “Help Protective Paper,” 
the date and number of the check being 
printed with machine and rubber stamp with 
light red ink, a check protector being used 
for the amount. Specimen sample of his 
writing is shown below. Dent is described 
as 27 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighs 165 pounds; is of a medium build, 
light complexion, gray eyes; and has me- 
dium brown hair. 


ROBERT DILLON (2065), alias James 
F. McGill, alias “Giff,” has been operating 
in a manner commonly followed by crimi- 
nals of his class. The principal considera- 
tion in his plans is the securing of a check 
book from a bank which he immediately 
puts to use regardless of whether he has any 
money on deposit. Dillon is described as 
65 years old, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 150 pounds ; 
is a good talker znd very frequently engages 
in a conversation on baseball. 


February, 1926 


A forger calling himself S. GOODMAN 
(2066), recently presented a certified check 
drawn on the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers Bank for payment at a large 
Boston bank, where he had an account. The 
check was accepted for collection but three 
days later Goodman withdrew all of his 
funds and disappeared. The supposed maker 
has disclaimed responsibility for drawing 
the check and swore it was a forgery. 


W. C. HARLEY (2067) after opening 
an account in a Jersey Shore, Pa., bank, 
received a pass book and check book, which 
he immediately put into use. From last 
reports he is continuing to pass worthless 
checks, which, however, are in small sums, 
usually not exceeding $6. 


An automobile salesman known by the 
name of WALTER HEUER (2068) stole 
a demonstration car which he was allowed 
to use and uttered several forged checks. 
His present whereabouts are unknown and 
nothing has been heard from him since he 
left Meadville, Pa., the scene of his crimes. 
He is a young man about 27 years of age, 
5 feet 9 or 10 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, 
light complexioned ; has brown hair and light 
blue or gray eyes. 


OMEWHERE, possibly in the south or 

west, an operator using such names as 
J. H. Hill (2069), F. A. Horn, H. A. 
Davis, W. L. Lewis, M. A. May, C. A. 
Cole, B. Ward, R. B. Bush, R. R. Collins, 
etc., may undertake to repeat a recent Roa- 
noke, Va., swindle. On December 17, 1925, 
Hill opened six accounts in six different 
banks. The next day he deposited in each 
bank an out of town check in sums running 
to fairly large amounts, explaining indif- 
ferently that he was not in need of ready 
money. The next day, however, the operator 
checked out of his hotel early, -nd during 
a busy hour at each bank, presented checks 
drawn on still other banks. He desired 
cash, explaining that he wanted to pay his 
men. (He posed as a contractor in some 
instances). Four out of six banks “fell” 
for his story. Immediate investigation dis- 
closed the fraud, but before the police be- 
came active he was gone. His description 
is: 30 to 40 years of age, medium height, 
weighing about {50 to 160 pounds, “chunky“ 
build, smooth and florid complexion, dark 
hair, streaked with gray. When last seen 
he wore a pin striped suit, soft hat, patent 
leather slippers and carried a larg. black 
gladstone bag. He speaks with a slight 
German accent. A specimen of his hand- 
writing is produced herewith. 
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HAROLD JOHNSON (2070) opened a 
savings account in a Pittsburgh bank and 
deposited several checks which subsequently 
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proved to be bogus. He later attempted to 
withdraw funds which were refused him. 
No description is available at this time. 


A dangerously persistent operator, in the 
South, is L. LAZARUS (2071), whose 
original home was Valdosta, Ga. On two 
different occasions he has been confined in 
insane asylums, his folks paying more than 
$700 as a result of their son’s activities dur- 
ing the last year. Lazarus’ last trick in- 
volved the forging of two large checks 
drawn on the City’ National Bank, in Daw- 
son, Ga., accurately copying the name of a 
man, whose guest he was. Lazarus is de- 
scribed as being 32 years of age, 5 feet 4 
inches tall, weighs about 135 pounds, brown 
eyes, brown hair, long face and has a high 
forehead. When last seen he wore a gray 
suit and overcoat, drove a closed five-pas- 
senger Chrysler car; usually works as a 
salesman, and is of Hebraic extraction. 


A strict watch should be kept for a man, 
who may endeavor to cash checks on the 
Peoples Trust Company, Kansas City, Mo., 
drawn against the account of the Breston 
Building and Investment Company, whose 
pass book he carries. It appears that 15 
checks were stolen from this company and 
one of them  has_ been successfully 
negotiated. 


C (CHICK) MEADE (2072), colored, 
a worthless check passer, has been active 
in the vicinity of Harrisburg, Pa. He is is- 
suing checks on banks located in Phil- 
adelphia and Morgantown, Pa. He impresses 
one as an intelligent negro, about 30 years 
old, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 150 pounds, 
light brown complexion, freckled; wore cap 
and brown overcoat.. 


Among the many operators giving checks 
to merchants and making small purchases 
on which they receive change, is GEORGE 
MILLER (2073). Miller is a young man 
not over 27 years old, approximately 5 feet 
4 inches tall, weighing about 175 pounds, 
rather heavy build, dark complexion, and 
dresses like a workman. He last operated 
in the vicinity of Blairsville, Pa. 


F. S. MILLEF (2074). The Pennsyl- 
vania Bankers Association Bulletin No. 37 
carries the following article concerning this 
operator : 

The South Hills Trust Company, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., reports that one “F. S. Miller” 
has been circulating “no fund” checks drawn 
on them in Pittsburgh and Canton, Ohio. 
Miller carried a’ very satisfactory account 
with the bank from about the middle of 
September, 1925, to the latter part of No- 
vember, when he moved from the locality 
and has since been issuing bad checks. He 
is described as about 5 feet 4 inches tall, 
slight build and of a nervous disposition. 


He wears thin dark shell rimmed glasses 
and usually dresses in dark clothes.” 


Early in January, a man representing him- 
self as W. E. OVERTON (2075) entered 
a Miami, Texas, bank, and requested that 
a telegram be dispatched to a bank, in Beaver 
City, Okla, for a sum of money, asking 
the latter to waive identification. This was 
done. On Monday when he returned he was 
informed that the Beaver City Bank would 
not waive identification. A telephone mes- 
sage followed, and the Beaver City people 
were prevailed upon to acquiesce. The funds 
were turned over to the operator, but the 
draft, when sent through, proved to be a 
forgery. This man is described as about 22 
to 25 years old, about 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighing 160 to 170 pounds; dark complex- 
ion, dark eyes, mashed nose; has a squint- 
eyed expression. He said he was originally 
from Mobeetie, Texas. 


FRANK PAYNE (2076) has drawn 
eight checks against the account of the 
Standard Underground Cable Company, 
which were cashed by a large California 
bank, at its Oakland branch, having re- 
ceived them through the clearings. Member 
banks are advised to be on the lookout 
for further spurious instruments circulated 
by this operator. 


JOHN PIERSIMONI (2077) opened an 
account with a Chicago bank with checks 
drawn on the Lodi Trust Company, Lodi, 
N. J. An investigation developed the fact 
that this man did have an account there at 
one time, but it was closed. However, all 
of his checks are not drawn on this bank 
alone. He is also issuing some on other 
institutions. 


215 


A doctor, located in Pocatello, Idaho, was 
imposed upon recently by a man calling him- 
self WILLIAM ROGERS (2078). This 
operator obtained the doctor’s aid in iden- 
tifying himself in an endeavor to collect 
on a check and was successful. The sup- 
posed maker of the check was communicated 
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with and pronounced the instrument a 
forgery. Rogers is described as, about 40 
years of age; 5 feet 1 inch tall, weighs from 
165 to 170 pounds, blue eyes, light hair, 
slightly bald on top, ruddy complexion, and 
tanned. He is a cook, speaks fast, not 
talkative, and may be of Scotch origin. 


W. L. SCOTT (2079) has been reported 
as issuing worthless checks in the vicinity 
of Charlotte, N. C. This man’s method is 
rather unusual in that he most generally 
presents a check drawn on the bank which 
he is asking to cash it. He is reported as 
being about 40 years of age, weighing 
around 150 pounds; black hair, graying; 
smooth shaven; has rather red complexion. 


J. J. SINCLAIR (2080) has been passing 
bogus printed cashier’s checks purporting to 
be issued by the Commercial National Bank 
of Raleigh, N. C. These checks are signed 
with the name of A. P. Bauman, Cashier. 
They are printed in black on an ornamental 
form with a dog’s head about the center of 
the bottom line The words “Cashier’s 
Check” are printed at the bottom in red 
ink. The description of the operator is: 
40 years of age; 6 feet tall, weighs 200 
pounds, round face, dark hair; he has in his 
possession a Chrysler sedan. 


Fake Pullman Check 


The success of HARRY PARKER 
(1612), with numerous aliases, apparently 
continues. Bogus Pullman Company pay 
checks also worthless checks ostensibly is- 
sued by different railroad companies are still 
being returned through the clearings ur‘paid. 
Parker poses as a Pullman porter, and 
as a rule selects merchants for his victims. 
Therefore, the only effective means of ap- 
prehending this man is for tellers to watch 
deposits. If they observe a check similar 
to the one appearing above, the depositor 
should be immediately notified and it may 
be possible to catch the operator before he 
leaves town. 

His description is 28 to 30 years of age, 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 140 to 
150 pounds, slender build, light brown com- 
plexion, hair is wavy, but not kinky, thin 
face, narrow nose, lips not thick as those 
of the average negro, tip of right front up- 
per tooth decayed off, has gold crown upper 
left front. 
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TREASURER IN CHICAGO, ILL. 


PAY TO THE 


oncesor full for services ‘to date 


EIGHTY. FIVE DOLL ARSKoxes 


_Payable Without Exchange st 
‘THE NEW YORK TRUST COMPANY Ay 
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j A specimen check passed by Harry Parker who poses as a Pullman porter . 
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A young man,.calling himself HERMAN 
SMITH (2081), is wanted for forgery in 
Chicago, Ill. He operated against one of 
the larger institutions there by forging the 
name of one of their customers. He is de- 
scribed as 24 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighing about 135 pounds, and is of 
Jewish extraction. 


Cincinnati and Detroit banks have suffered 
at the hands of a woman who has adopted 
the name of Mrs. J. Smith (2082), alias 
Mrs M. M. Miller. 
account book of another bank, usually for- 
eign, she expresses her desire to transfer 
the funds to the bank, whose representatives 
she is talking with. She produces a com- 
mercial account book also, showing another 
sum of money deposited with still another 
bank; then issues a check for the full 
amount to the order of her new bank. Thus 
having ingratiated herself, she usually cashes 
a check for $50 and then leaves town. In 
a day or two, word is received by the bank 
that the accounts drawn against have been 
closed for some time. This lady is described 
as being about 45 years of age; 5 feet 5 or 
6 inches tall; weighing about 150 pounds, 
heavy build sandy hair; respectable looking, 
and somewhat rural in appearance. 


A pen artist styling himself W. S. Walls 
(2083) forged the signature of a St. Louis 
bank’s customer to a large check, which 
they cash. The fact that it was a forgery 
was not learned until the supposed maker 
checked up on his cancellations. Walls is 
apparently operating in or about St. Louis. 


High Hat Crook 


Y virtue of his method in first winning 

the confidence of responsible local busi- 
ness men, bankers, etc., an operator parading 
under such names as R. J. WELLINGTON 
(1825), alias G. C. Hansen, alias G. C. 
Reeves, has left an endless trail of bad 
checks throughout the Middle West, and 
eastern states He was especially active in 
St. Louis, Mo., Butte, Mont., and Baltimore, 
Md. 

Wellington usually ingratiates himself 
with a prominent real estate man or banker, 
selects a business location, and, at times, 
even occupies it for a while, seemingly car- 
rying on a business, claiming to represent 
a large eastern concern At the proper mo- 
ment he appears with numerous checks for 
deposit. Among these is also a check for 
his salary and commission up to date. 

Anticipating returns on the deposited 
checks, the teller is persuaded to extend him 
the courtesy of a cash advancement cor- 
responding to his pay check. Later, word 
is received to the effect the checks are worth- 
less. Incidentally, numerous other checks 
passed throughout town — subsequently 
find their way to bank to be marked N. G. 


Presenting a savings. 


His description follows: 40 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighs 140 pounds, 
slender build, blonde hair, blue eyes, light 
complexion, flashy dresser, distinct talker, 
smooth shaven, and wore gold rimmed 
glasses. A specimen of his handwriting is 
produced herewith. 


Arrests 
Forgers, etc. 


ADLER, ISIDOR—Alias Philip Levy, 
December 12, 1925, at New York City, 
held at the city jail. 

ANDERSON, V. L.—Alias Grover Cox, 
December 19, 1925, at Sturgis, S. Dak., 
held at the county jail. 

BRADFORD, ROBERT LELAND—Alias 
A. A. Sander, alias John L. Gray, alias 
W. A. Platt, November 27, 1925, at San 
Francisco, Calif., held at the city jail. 

CONNERS, R. S.—Alias R. A. Connors, 
December 22, 1925, at Freeport, N. Y., 
held at the city jail. 

GRAHAM, JOHN—January 1, 1926, at 
San Francisco, held in the city jail. 

HUDSON, L.—Alias Hudson Luckett, De- 
cember 23, 1925, at Hillsboro, Mo., held in 
the county jail. 

JOHNSON, KENNETH—January 7, 1926, 
at Jamestown, N. Y., held in the county 
jail. 

JONES, ALFRED—December 30, 1925, at 
New Orleans, held in the city jail. 

McGRATH, TOM—December 12, 1925, at 
North Judson, Ind., held in the county 
jail. 

MELTON, GEORGE—November 27, 1925, 
at San Francisco, held in the city jail. 
MOORE, JOHN L.—January 1, 1926, at 

Tulsa, Okla., held in the county jail. 

MOSS, VERA—Alias Mrs. J. C. Stroud, 
December 12, 1925, at Dallas, Tex. 

PIERCE, WILLIAM A.—January 1, 1926, 
at Tulsa, Okla., held in the county jail. 

RIDDELL, ROBERT R.—December, 1925, 
at San Jose, Cal., held in the county jail. 


ROSS, C. W.—Alias G. Carlson, alias A. 
Hass, alias G. Dupkes, December 17, 1925, 
at Portland, Ore., held in the city jail. 

SCOTT, H. GLENN—December, 1925, 
Wabash County, Ill, held in the county 
jail. 

SWEEZEY,CLAUDE B.—Rearrested after 
escape, December 23, 1925, at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, held in the county jail. 

WALKER, W. D.—December 14, 1925, at 
Tulsa, Okla., held in the county jail. 

YORK, FRED E—Alias James Yorke, 
December 10, 1925, at.Boston, Mass., held 
in the city jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANDREW, A. O.—December 31, 1925, at 
Pine City, Minn., held in the county jail. 

BROWNBACK, L. V.—December 28, 1925, 
at Centerville, Kans., held in the county 
jail. 

CLEAVER, CHARLES—December 29, 
1925, at Chicago, held in the city jail. 
FULLER, JAMES.G.—August 28, 1925, at 
Schenectady, N. Y., held in the county 

jail. 

GROUNDS, CHARLES C.—December 24, 
1925, at Hutchinson, Kans., held in the 
county jail. 

GROUNDS, HAROLD C.—December 24, 
1925, at Hutchinson, Kans., held in the 
county jail. 

HARRISON, CLYDE—December 24, 1925, 
at Hutchinson, Kans., held in the county 
jail. 

HEINE, FRANK—January 4, 1926, at Los 
Angeles, held in the city jail. 

KVISTER, ALBERT—December 31, 1925, 
at Pine .City, Minn., held in the county 
jail. 

MASON, TONY—Alias Tom Murray, De- 
cember 30, 1925, at Chicago, IIl., held in 
the city jail. 

MATKIN, DALE—December 24, 1925, at 
Hutchinson, Kans., held in the county jail. 

MINNETT, GEORGE A.—December 31, 
1925, at Pine City, Minn., held in the 
county jail. 

NORDEAN, OVIRD—December, 1925, at 
Superior, Minn., held in the county jail. 

PAYNE, HOMER—December, 1925, at 
Virginia, Minn., held in the county jail. 

TOLBERT, ERNEST—December 20, 1925, 
at Savannah, Mo., held in the county jail. 

WEBBER, WALTER—January 4, 1926, at 
Los Angeles, Calif., held in the city jail. 

WHEELER, MELVIN—December 20, 
1925, at Savannah, Mo., held in the county 
jail. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Awaiting} Arrests | Arrests Dis- Fugi- 
Trial {|Reported|/Reported Con- | charged| tives [Awaiting 
Aug.31,| Since | in Total | victed | or Ac- |Escaped| Trial 
1925 | Aug. 31, |January, quitted | Insane 
1925 1926 or Died 
Forgers 180 84 19 103 56 24 3 200 
Burglars vee 57 13 13 2 4 2 62 
Holdup robbers 202 65 17 82 52 14 5 213 
Sneak thieves. . a 1 1 4 
TOs 6.53 442 163 36 199 110 42 10 479 
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ported to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. 


Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 


Protective Services Are Available Only When 


Notice Is Given Within Ten Days After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 
ulations Which Distinguish Between Preventable and Unpreventable Losses 
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SECTION TWO 


“Magic Words” 
Cause Losses 
To Many Banks 


Contents Noted by 
Vice-President .............. 


Paying Teller............... 
Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CairorNniA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 
CALIFORNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 
Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District of CoLtuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 


. Frorma, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 


GeorciaA, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 
Otis Building. 
Iowa, Des Motnes.—609 Observatory Building. 
Louistana, New Or eans. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 
MaryLanp, Building. 
Massacuusetts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 
MIcHIGAN, Detroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 
Missouri, Kansas Crity.—Ridge Arcade Building. 
Missourt, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 
New York, Burrato—D. S. Morgan Building. 
New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 
Onto, Crnctnnati.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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Ou10, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PortLanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA——Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurcH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIs.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, SAN Anton10.—606 Travis Building. 

Uran, Satt Lake City.—525 Continental Building. 
SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WaAsHInNcTON, SpoKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanapA, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CANADA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Magic 


ords—Currency, 


ash, 


Bearer 


N unknown operator recently secured large sums 
of money from Chicago banks on checks bearing 
forged signatures of prominent business men and 
made payable to “Currency.” Banks in New 

York and the vicinity are being plagued with the operations 
of a clique known as the “Saloon Gang,” whose forged 
checks are drawn to the order of “Cash.” The magic 
word “Cash” is also responsible to a large extent for the 
success of a Greek forger now operating on the Pacific 
Coast, whose arrest was caused by our agents a few years 
ago, and who recently broke his parole. “Bearer” has the 
same effect and while some forgers still employ this word, 
its use is not as prevalent as “Currency” or “Cash.” : 

The appearance of one of these seemingly magic words 
on a forged instrument apparently minimizes a crook’s 
difficulty in disposing of fraudulent paper, and there are 
any number of operators who are aware of and capitalize 
the average teller’s lack of care in cashing checks drawn 
in this manner. 

The acceptance of signatures as those of bank customers 
on instruments payable to “Currency,” “Cash” or “Bearer” 
as proof of the presenter’s right to secure funds is direct- 


ly contrary to sound banking practice. As brought forth 
in an article appearing in a previous issue of this section, 
tellers should realize they have the right to delay in cash- 
ing checks, including those payable to “Currency,” “Cash” 
or “Bearer” for at least two purposes: (1) To determine 
if the signature is genuine, and (2) To ascertain whether 
the maker has sufficient funds on deposit to cover the 
check. Taking a telephone to communicate with the cus- 
tomer whose signature appears on such checks to verify 
their genuineness usually causes a forger to leave the 
teller’s window hastily, while it may be done without em- 
barrassing the honest presenter. This procedure should 
be followed, particularly when checks made payable in this 
way are drawn for large amounts or where the depositor 
does not customarily so draw checks. 

Warnings regarding the Greek forger, John Doucas, and 
the “Saloon Gang” appeared in the January and February 
issues of this section respectively. The Chicago operator 
is described as 36 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighs about 170 pounds; has dark complexion, dark hair, 
smooth shaven; appears of decided Hebraic origin. 


Do You Know Clause and Felter? 


AT the present time there are under ar- lice. It would also be appreciated if such 
members would notify the nearest office of 
our agents or this department of their iden- 


rest in Chicago two operators who have 
worked on an extensive scale. The local 
police, after causing 
their arrest, located 
paraphernalia pecu- 
liar to their line, and 
also found numerous 
signed forged checks 
amounting to more 
than $100,000. These 
operators, GEORGE 
CLAUSE (2052) 
and J. P. FELTER 
(2081) have left a 
path strewn with 
forged documents 
throughout a large 
portion of this coun- 
try. It is possible 
that member banks 
which have not made 
previous reports of 
their crimes will 
recognize them as 
men whom they 
want. In such an 
event warrants 
should be sworn out 
and detainers lodged 
with the Chicago po- 


George Clause alias L. B. Golding, etc., and J. P. Felter alias Peter Fuller, etc. 


tification and the action taken. 

Our agents, in reporting this case, further 
state that George Clause is also known as 
L. B. Golding, alias 
Frank Clark, alias 
Miller, about whom 
an article appeared 
in this section in 
February. He is 
about 32 years of 
age, about 5 feet 
10 inches tall, 
weighs about 150 
pounds, is smooth 
shaven, has a fair 
complexion and 
brown hair. 

Felter is known as 
Peter Fuller, alias 
Fulton, alias Faulk- 
ner. He is about 48 
years of age, about 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighs about 180 
pounds, smooth 
shaven; thin hair; 
wears glasses. 

Promptly forward 
any information 
likely to help to 
complete the record 
of their operations. 
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Ty quarter century of activity in crime 
by JOHN SAWYER (1775), alias Harry 

E. Thompson, alias Peter W. Miller, alias 
Peter W. Burke, alias Frank Hamer, was 
the subject of an article in the January 
Section. A recent episode merely empha- 
sizes the need for care, when approached 
by a crook of his calibre. 

About a year ago, Sawyer, posing as a 
Texas ranger, managed to have his picture 
taken in the company of a bank president 
and the latter's wife. Nothing happencd for 
a year. Then the operator, as Captain 
Frank Hamer of the Texas rangers, ap- 
peared in the Maryland home town of this 
bank official and paid his respects. 

Following this Captain Hamer produced 
a check for a large amount and, on the 
strength of his friendship with the presi- 
dent of the bank and the picture, he was 
successful in securing funds on the uncol- 
lected item. Being extremely grateful for 
the courtesy shown him, Captain Hamer left 
a .32 calibre S & W revolver at the bank 
as well as the trouble making picture. 

Member banks are again advised to read 
our January issue and acquaint themselves 
with this operator as he is extremely dan- 
gerous. Reproduced herewith is Sawyer’s 


A Loyal Worker 


NLY the bulldog tenacity of a strong- 

willed man and an uncommon loyalty 
to his employers could possibly have enabled 
Emil Cartisser, aged 55, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
to fight off the thugs who made a futile 
effort to rob him recently. 

Cartisser, a messenger employed by the 
St. Clair Savings and Trust Company, in 
Pittsburgh, was on his way to down-town 
banks carrying considerable money in a 
large traveling bag. While waiting for a 
car, in front of the bank, he was attacked 
by three bandits. One of the thugs beat 
him about the head with a black jack, while 
the other two made an attempt to take the 
bag away from him, but Cartisser hung on 
to his grip of the bag even after he had 
fallen to the pavement, stunned. The ban- 
dits managed to escape by jumping hurriedly 
into a waiting metor, but later THEO- 
DORE GEISLER (2082) alias Pete Geis- 
ler, known for his past implication in sim- 
ilar work, and HERMAN KNERR (2083) 
distantly related to Cartisser, the messenger, 
were apprehended. Knerr confessed and im- 
plicated Geisler and an individual known as 
the “KID” (2084), whose identity is still 
rather vague. 
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An Old Bird’s Bag of Tricks 


John Sawyer 


latest photograph, taken December 27, 19235. 
Warrants are in existence and he should be 
detained by any banker recognizing him. 


Looking for “Taylor” 


TAYLOR (2092), the only name he is 
known by, was arrested recently in Erie, 
Pa., where he had just cashed a bogus check 
on the First National Bank, of Corinth, 
Miss. He was caught in the act of nego- 
tiating a second check at another bank, and 
had several more bogus instruments on his 
person as well as some $300 in cash. 

We are reproducing his likeness for the 
benefit of those member banks who may 
have been visited by this operator and re- 
quest that detainer warrants be immediately 
sworn out for his further punishment. He 
is about 5 feet 11 inches tall and weighs 
about 208 pounds. . 


“Taylor” 


Forged Withdrawal 
Orders 


HERE can be no doubt of the tremen- 

dous problem in handling the accounts 
of illiterates. Forged withdrawal orders 
and slips are a too common occurrence, es- 
pecially among foreigners. Only recently, 
a Filipino representing himself as GE- 
NARO ABAD (2100) entered a San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., institution and after producing 
a pass book, drew_a considerable amount 
on a forged withdrawal slip. 

Soon after this, the bank received a visit 
from the real Genaro Abad, who pronounced 
the withdrawal slip a forgery and, for the 
first time, informed the bank that someone 
had rifled his locker at the hospital, where 
he worked, and had stolen his passbook. 
The foreign depositors must be educated to 
the point of cooperating with the banker 
more than the increasing losses of this na- 
ture show he does. 


Stolen Money Orders 


EMBER banks are requested to be on 

watch for an operator who calls him- 
self HENRY FLEMING (2102). Fleming 
has been particularly active in the states of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey, where he has 
purchased travelers’ checks at banks, paying 
for them with stolen money orders. The 
blanks for these money orders, according 
to the postal authorities, were stolen at East 
View, N. Y. They are numbered from No. 
11079 to No. 11200, inclusive. 

Fleming should be easily recognized, being 
about 5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs about 
165 pounds, is light complected, slightly 
bald, in front, has sandy hair, an English 
accent, is slightly lame and wears tortoise 
shell glasses. 


Ex-Banker a Crook 


MAX B. MARCANTEL (2096), a for- 
mer employee of the Calcasieu National 
Bank at Sulphur, Oakdale, and Lake 
Charles, La., is imposing upon bankers 
throughout the south, drawing checks on 
his old employers by representing himself 
as traveling in behalf of the Kinder branch 
of that bank. His last offense was traced 
to Houston, Tex., where he approached a 
prominent business man and told of having 
come there to collect an old bill for his 
bank, but had met with an accident and 
needed funds to get back to Kinder. 

He is a man about 35 years of age, 
fair complexion; a rapid smooth talker, of 
nervous disposition, and usually wears a 
Shriner’s button. 


Good Riddance 


JACOB WESTLEEN (2132), alias Jack 
Hurley, received a sentence of twenty-five 
years in the West Virginia State Peniten- 
tiary when found guilty of participating last 
October in the robbery of the Guyandotte 
Bank in Huntington, W. Va. Westleen was 
arrested in Detroit and subsequently extra- 
dited to West Virginia. 
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Redlick Wanted 


Julius J. Redlick 


ULIUS J. REDLICK (2089) is wanted 

by the Cleveland, Ohio, police on a war- 
rant charging grand larceny. Redlick, while 
employed by a branch of the Cleveland 
Trust Company, on last January 20 appro- 
priated some of the bank’s funds and dis- 
appeared. Being an inveterate “crap shoot- 
er,” he may be located in or about pool 
rooms or gambling resorts. 

His description is 19 years of age, 5 feet 
6 inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds, me- 
dium build, smooth face, light chestnut eyes, 
black wavy hair, and is of Jewish extraction. 
When last seen, Redlick wore a dark suit, 
long gray overcoat, green colored, smooth 
felt fedora hat and black lace shoes. Our 
members should examine the photograph of 
Redlick and detain him should he apply for 
a position. 


Costly Acquaintances 


AY operator, styling himself L. H. 
SCHNABEL (2098) or Leonard H. 
Schnabel was active in and about Coving- 
ton, Ky., recently. Schnabel’s name is as- 
sociated with fraudulent transactions in 
Ohio, Illinois, Massachusetts and Pennsyl- 
vania. His mode of operation consists of 
getting acquainted with some employee of 
a bank and when cashing his paper, he 
calls upon his newly acquired friend for 
identification. Schnabel poses as a sales- 
man, is a good talker, has personality, and 
is about 38 years old, 6 feet tall, heavy 
build, and weighing about 200 pounds. 


Hiding a Secret 


HE average man cannot help wondering 

at the peculiar contradictions in man’s 
make-up, especially a “crook’s code of 
ethics.” It has been said, “A crook won't 
squeal on his pal.” The average man doubts 
this—yet, we are confronted with the inex- 
plicable fact that a crook, who does not 
recognize any written law, adheres rigidly 
to an unwritten understanding in a manner 
almost surpassing belief. Attention is called 
to the stubbornness of a group of hold-up 
men, recently. sentenced to serve from 5 
years to life in Folsom Prison, Cal., who 
for a time managed to hide the identity of 
their dead companion. 

Justice quickly followed the hold-up of the 
Roseville Branch of the Farmers and Me- 
chanics Bank in Roseville, Cal., when two 
Sacramento detectives, fighting a running 
battle with the bandits, killed one known to 
them only as “WHITEY” (2085), wounded 
and captured J. F. RYAN (2086), JOSEPH 
RECHISON (2087) and THOMAS NEW- 
MAN (2088). When the captured men 
were questioned they refused to disclose the 
true identity of their dead companion, say- 
ing that it was his last request to remain 
unknown. 


Was he the scion of a well-known family, 
which caused these outlaws to refuse to add 
to the sorrow of his relatives making public 
his nefarious end—or was there a gray 
haired little mother, all oblivious of her 
son’s vocation, waiting patiently for his re- 
turn? 

Just before going to press the police es- 
tablished the identity of “Whitey”’—we are, 
however, withholding his name, as that was 
part of the bargain when dealing with the 
dead man’s companion who was finally pre- 
vailed upon to make the disclosure. 


A Bold Woman 


A passbook showing a large cash deposit 
is a real persuader in the hands of an ac- 
complished crook. Recently, a woman call- 
ing herself MRS. ROSE MARY LEANG- 
HORN (2101), entered a large New York 
bank and expressed her desire to open an 
account. She had one of the employees 
draw up a check in the amount of $121,000, 
against her supposed account in an El Cen- 
tro, Cal., bank. 

Fortunately she was not given a passbook 
and when a short time later, the check was 
returned marked “No account,” the bankers 
realized that the exercise of care had pre- 
vented the operator from carrying out her 
well laid plans. Following this attempt the 
woman appeared at a New Orleans member 
bank and attempted the same scheme, but 
only succeeded in obtaining a few days’ 
credit at a local hotel while the proprietor 
patiently waited with his guest for her “ship 
to come in.” 


Stockton Flees 


Finis E. Stockton 


INIS E. STOCKTON (2090) former 

cashier of the Peoples Bank in Ozark, 
Ark., is being sought throughout the country 
on charges of forgery, embezzlement and 
the making of forged entries. Stockton left 
Ozark about three days after the closing 
of his bank. At the time it was believed 
he was on his way to a doctor in Fort Smith, 
but nothing has been heard from him since. 

No clear description of Stockton is avail- 
able as we go to press. However, we are 
publishing a picture of him with the advice 
to our members to be on guard against his 
attempting some act involving them. Infor- 
mation leading to his arrest and conviction 
would be appreciated by the Arkansas Bank- 
ers Association. 


Fake College Student 


OBERT NEILSON (2099), a young 
man about 21 years of age, recently 
resorted to an unusual method of swindling. 
By presenting forged credits of another uni- 
versity he was permitted to enroll with a 
university in the South. He gave the regis- 
trar a warrant for $60 more than his tuition 
and received a university voucher for this 
amount, which he easily cashed at a local 
bank by virtue of the fact that students in 
the neighborhood had given very little trou- 
ble in the past. 

A short time later the school received 
notice that the warrant giver them by Neil- 
son was bogus. His writing is reproduced, 
but unfortunately we are unable to supply 
a reliable description. 


Rat 
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Stopped a-Starting 


EFORE he had an opportunity to carry 

out his carefully prepared scheme, GUY 
HENDRIX WILSON (2093) alias E. C. 
Smith, alias R. H. Horning, alias G. H. 
Wilson, was recently arrested in Harris- 
burg, Pa., where he had laid the ground 
work to “do” the smaller merchants. 

Wilson spent some time taking grocery 
orders from business men. He said he rep- 
resented the Levi Brothers of New York. 
After a week, or so, he had stationery and 
checks printed—then his room was raided. 
The police found a check protector, com- 
plimentary letters from his supposed em- 
ployers, apparently written by himself, also 
checks purporting to cover his expense and 
salary. After being questioned he confessed 
that he was about to start out on a new 
career of cashing bogus checks. 

Banks, recognizing him as an old offender, 
should swear out detainer warrants and 
lodge them with the Harrisburg police. 

He is about 32 years of age, 5 feet 9%4 
inches tall, weighs about 149 pounds; me- 
dium dark complexion; black hair; high 
forehead. 


Guy Hendrix Wilson 


Do You Want Him? 


RAY FRANKLIN (2012) is now serving 
a five-month sentence in the Jefferson Coun- 
ty Jail in Louisville, Ky., which will expire 
on April.9 of this year. Franklin is re- 
sponsible for a large number of crimes 
throughout the country, and any members 
recognizing him as a man wanted by them 
should swear out detainer warrants for his 
further retention. 


Ray Franklin 


Recently an operator using the name of 
FAREL EDWARDS (2112) collected a 
neat sum on a forged check in Nephi, Utah. 
The man in forging the check used the 
name of one of the largest depositors of 
the bank. No description of the operator is 
available. 


Being Held | 


William Willis 


HE two operators whose photographs 
appear herewith are under arrest in 
Tampa, Fla., on charges of passing bogus 
checks. They are known as WILLIAM 
WILLIS (2094) alias John Smith, and 
GEORGE McDONALD (2095) alias Leo 
Ryan, alias Ralph D. Hylan, alias Walter 
Carey. At the time of their arrest, both 
operators had in their possession sufficient 
paraphernalia to lead the police to believe 
that they have been operating extensively. 
Member banks recognizing these men as 
operators who have worked against them in 
the past should immediately notify this de- 
partment so that action may be taken to 
have them held. 


George McDonald 


Once a Crook 


OME men have no sense of gratitude 

and their conception of moral obligations 
is practically nil. A member bank in Miami 
is convinced of this as they have suffered a 
heavy loss as a result of the running amuck 
of a man of this calibre. C. L. BROWN 
(2103), heretofore respected employee of a 
prominent Miami concern, left town sud- 
denly, leaving behind him a string of checks, 
bearing forged indorsements. 

After an unsuccessful attempt at real es- 
tate work, Brown came to his former em- 
ployer, and begged for work. A _ special 
job was made expressly for him, “just to 
help tide him over the holidays.” But as 
collector he appropriated checks to his con- 
cern, affixed a likeness of his employer’s 
signature, cashed them, and then disappeared. 


WARNING 


JOHN A. BART (2104) alias John 
Costa, was working in Massachusetts, when 
he deposited a bogus check drawn on the 
Phoenix National Bank, ‘Hartford, Conn., 


then, awaiting his chance, drew against it. 
This operator is approximately 25 years of 
age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, medium build, a 
rather sallow complexion, dark hair, dark 


pole 
ao 


Some operators resort to methods which 
at times verge on the boundary of childish- 
ness. Yet, the banker has learned that be- 
cause of the apparent simplicity of the act, 
it costs a great deal to cease being vigilant 
if only for a moment. Recently HARRY 
BLUMNER (2105) opened an account with 
a large San Francisco bank using a worth- 
less check. He returned to the bank later 
the same day and attempted to make with- 
drawals. Unsuccessful in this, he left and 
was not heard from again. The checks he 
deposited, of course, were returned worth- 
less. 


ROBERT W. BOLTE (2106) recently 
took advantage of a school game being 
played in Corinth, Miss., by representing 
himself as a member of the visiting football 
team. He persuaded a local member bank 
to advance a sum of money on a check 
drawn on the First National Bank, Erie, 
Pa., which proved to be bogus. The young 
man is reported as being an intelligent oper- 
ator and is described as follows: 18 to 19 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 
about 130 pounds, of medium complexion, 
and having dark hair. 


A. CLIMBER (2107) is a name assumed 
by an operator whose method includes the 
purchasing of a cashier’s check for a small 
amount of money, then raising it. He im- 
posed upon a Milville, La. bank a short 
time ago and we are advising our members 
to be on the lookout for him. He is about 
40 years old, 5 feet 6 inches tall, sports a 
grey-black mustache and affects colored 
shirts. When last heard of he was travel- 
ing with a companion in a Ford Coupe, 
bearing an Indiana license plate. 


Bankers and furniture men throughout 
the country have been repeatedly imposed 
upon by an operator using the name of 
SAMUEL COHEN (2108). His favorite 
pose is that of a representative for a re- 
sponsible New York concern. He makes 
three or four regular calls, then swoops 
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down on his victims with forged checks 
supposedly sent him. 

He has used the following aliases: Jack 
Falk, alias Harry Appel, alias Harry Blau, 
alias I. Franks, alias Herman Daniels, alias 
“Titus,” and is described as 28 to 30 years 


of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, sandy hair, and- 


a short mustache of the same hue; flat nose 
bridge; big teeth, widely separated; large 
head, long slender fingers, very flat on ends 
and with very large joints. 


A forger whose work defies the closest 
inspection, is active in and about Detroit. 
He calls himself MEYER CRANUS 
(2109), but may, of course, operate under 
other aliases. Cranus recently forged the 
name of a Detroit professional man, so like 
the original that it is difficult to recognize 
it from half a dozen genuine signatures. 
He is not a “piker’ and plays for big 
stakes. 

Bankers are advised to be on the alert 
for Cranus, who is about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 7 inches tall, 145 pounds, fair com- 
plexion, light hair; well dressed; sharp fea- 
tures; Jewish appearance. 


RAYMOND CREWS (2110), alias Ben 
Crews, alias Raymond Martin, is wanted by 
our agents for his alleged participation in 
the American Bank holdup at De Soto, Mo. 
Crews has a criminal record, having been 
convicted on a charge of burglary in the 
latter part of 1920, then serving a sentence 
in the penitentiary at Little Rock, Ark. 

Crews is about 25 years old, 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, and 145 pounds in weight; of slender 
build; has dark hair, sallow complexion, 
dark brown eyes; clean shaven. He has 
many friends in and about St. Louis. Our 
members in that vicinity are requested to 
keep watch for him as he may be hiding in 
one of the small towns just outside of St. 
Louis. 


Raymond Crews 


J. DODSON (2111), a woman operator, 
has been issuing a great deal of spurious 
paper among business men, and especially 
the smaller merchants in Arkansas. This 
woman is traveling in a car accompanied 
by a man friend. She usually enters a store, 
buys such articles as she might need, then 
tenders a check in payment. This check, 
she claims, was given her husband in pay- 
ment for work. The check as a rule bears 
the forged signature of a well known local 
contractor. The woman is described as 
from 25 to 30 years of age, weighing about 
135 lbs., and has dark hair. 


ROBERT H. EPPS (2113), a past ex- 
alted ruler and a generally high official in 
the colored Elks of 
Roanoke, Va., left 
for parts unknown 
a short titme ago, 
after passing a 
number of forged 
checks. Epps is 
supposed to be 
somewhere in the 
Central Atlantic 
States and may un- 
dertake to use his 
fraternal connec- 
tions in continuing 
his swindling activ- 

Robert H. Epps ities. Member 

banks should be 

on their guard for this operator of whom 

we are unable to give a complete descrip- 

tion, but whose photograph is reproduced 
herewith. 


Forging the name of a local contractor, 
is the method adopted by an operator call- 
ing himself A. L. ETIE (2114).  Etie 
passes his paper to the merchants of a com- 
munity after making small purchases. The 
amounts of his checks and his general ap- 
pearance help in persuading the merchant 
to believe that he is actually a working man. 
Etie is about 30 to 35 years of age, 5 feet 9 
inches tall, weighs 160 to 170 pounds; has a 
peculiarly blotched, ruddy complexion. 


J. B. EVERETT (2115) is responsible 
for cashing several checks in Rock Springs, 
Wyo., on which he forged the name of a 
prominent woman depositor of one of the 
local banks. His forged paper was nego- 
tiated through the medium of business 
he-ses in the city. He has a reputation of 
being a gambler and an inveterate drinker, 
and is described as 30 to 35 years of age, 
5 feet 6 inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds, 
is of medium build, has brown hair, blue 
eyes, and a ruddy complexion. 


J. W. FELBER (2116) is active with 
forged checks in and about Chicago, IIl., and 
recently collected a fairly large amount of 
tnoney due to his cleverness with a pen. 
Member banks should be on the alert for 
a comparatively young man, 27 to 28 years 
of age, about 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
150 pounds, black hair, smooth shaven; 
grows a heavy beard and has extremely 
hairy hands. 


An operator calling himself 
HARTMAN was arrested in Dayton, 
Tenn., where he is awaiting trial. Hartman 
usually represented himself as a prospective 
real estate buyer, and upon completing nego- 
tiations for the purchase of property, he 
always made the first payment with a bogus 
check. Meanwhile, having gained the con- 
fidence of the people he was dealing with, 
he generally was successful in cashing sev- 
eral checks of smaller amount. He then 
disappeared, following which all checks is- 
sued by him were returned as bogus. 

With the announcement of this operator’s 
arrest, he was at first believed to be none 
other than J. Fitch (2117), alias J. F. Par- 
rent, alias Fred C. Hartman, who worked 
the same game. However, word reached us 
just before going to press that this was an- 
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other man. Those recognizing F. C. Hart- 
man as having defrauded them should 
swear out detainer warrants for his further 
detention by the authorities. 


Member banks are advised to be on their 
guard against an operator best known as 
FERD FLOTH (2118), alias Harry Bum- 
back, alias Henry Mayers, who recently 
“worked” Orland, Cal. Forging the names 
of two prominent local individuals, Floth 
cashed five checks for various amounts be- 
fore arousing suspicion. There is no de- 
scription available. A specimen of his writ- 
ing appears herewith. 


A young man styling himself, as AN- 
DREW FREEMAN (2119), alias A. J. 
Freeman, is badly wanted by the Missouri 
Bankers Association for check raising, a 
reward of $25 having been offered by that 
organization for his arrest. Freeman is an 
American, 20 to 22 years of age, about 5 feet 
4 inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds, 
brown hair, fairly dark complexion, smooth 
shaven, and is an unskilled laborer. He has 
a habit of shifting from one leg to another 
while standing. 


Using Psychology 


HE professional operator usually plays 

upon the mind of his victim in a man- 
ner to bring about the most natural psychic 
reaction. That, and the cocksureness or 
carelessness of some bank employees, ac- 
counts for the numerous deals terminated 
successfully to the benefit of the roaming 
gentry. CHARLES W. HARDMAN 
(2120), alias Brooks, alias Stewart, is aware 
of this situation and while in Dallas, Tex., 
he paid a visit to a local banker. He de- 
posited a supposed cashier’s check drawn on 
the Lee County Savings Bank, Ft. Madi- 
son, Iowa, and produced a pass book from 
the same institution. 

He asked for an advance, as his wife was 
on the eve of confinement and he needed 
the money. The check was returned marked 
bogus, much to the banker’s regret. Hard- 
man is about 25 years old, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, 150 pounds in weight; has light brown 
hair, a small mustache; is a neat dresser. 


ARTHUR F. HOOS (2121) has the 
peculiar faculty of forging avd cashing 
checks drawn against the accounts of people 
already dead. His most recent “flyer” took 
place in Los Angeles. The check was cashed 
at the store of a prominent haberdasher 
and then, surprisingly, passed through the 
clearings at the bank. Hoos is about 28 
years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall, 160 pounds 
in weight; has a decidedly dark complexion, 
dark brown hair and eyes; smooth shaven; 
a good dresser. 


An operator known as C. A. JONES 
(2122), alias W. A. Brown, alias Arthur 
Purdom, is active in Oregon. Some of his 
work recently came to light in . Portland, 
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where he issued a series of checks for small 
athounts. Having paid a few of these checks 
through the clearings, member banks soon 
were able to note a marked difference in the 
signatures when compared with the originals. 
No definite description of this operator is 
available. 


RUBY KRANS (2123) is a dangerous 
woman operator, who sometimes works 
alone but often is accompanied by a man. 
When last heard from she was operating 
in the Middle West. She passes checks on 
distant banks, which are always worthless. 
She travels in a car, and directs her ac- 
tivities for the most part against merchants. 
She is about 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, 170 pounds in weight; wears shell 
glasses and is of a decidedly rural type. 


We are again warning members to be on 
guard against an operator known to us as 
J. W. KROGER (2037), alias Frank Kro- 
ger, who has been posing as the representa- 
tive of a large Ohio grocery company. He 
utters bogus checks ostensibly issued by that 
firm and is about 45 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, dark complexion, very dark 
eyes, brown hair, smooth shaven; rather 


ea 


prominent lips and is always well dressed. 


An operator using the name of ARTHUR 
LAURIE (2124) has a particular affiriity 
for the furniture dealers. He knows the 
“game” and can usually be found where one 
or two of these gentlemen have gathered in 
the interests uf their business. Recently he 
obtained possession of checks belonging to 
a large furniture house in Toledo, Ohio. 
After forging the signatures of alleged of- 
ficers of the company he negotiated them 
through a friendly furniture dealer. 

It is believed by our agents that he has 
gone to Chicago, where there is to be a 
gathering of furniture men in the near fu- 
ture. Banks carrying accounts of dealers 
engaged in this type of business should 
watch their accounts for forgeries. 


A dangerous forger calling himself 
FRANK PORTER (2127) was last heard 
of in Boston, where he successfully nego- 
tiated a series of forged instruments. Porter 
usually opens an account with a cash de- 
posit and several checks bearing forged sig- 
natures of another bank’s customers. The 
next day he withdraws a portion of the 
money—a smaller amount than his cash de- 
posit. Then, later, he-makes several with- 
drawals of large amounts on the strength 
of the forged checks, which have gone 
through the clearings. The operator is about 
30 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, thin, 
black hair, wears horn rimmed glasses and 
is of apparent American extraction. 


A woman operator, accompanied by a 
young. man who passes as her son, calling 


themselves MRS. R. L. MURPHY (2125) 
and ROBERT L. MURPHY, JR. (2126), 
respectively, are cashing numerous bogus 
checks throughout their travels, especially 
in Texas. These checks, for the most part, 
are drawn on the Commercial National 
Bank, Waycross, Ga. Member banks are 
advised to guard against further depreda- 
tions on their part. 


A jem 


A warrant has been issued for the arrest 
of EARNEST RAMSEY (2128), a forger, 
who was last heard of in Arkansas. Ramsey 
is described as being about 30 to 35 years 
of age, about 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs 
about 160 pounds, light hair, rather thin in 
front; one upper front tooth missing. 


Bankers in the South should watch for 
an operator, who calls himself W. B. 
SANDERFORD (2129). This operator 
was last heard of in Columbia, S. C., where 
he passed a bogus check, drawn on the 
Fidelity Bank at Durham, N. C. 


Gs 


A dangerous operator calling himself 
JOSEPH F. WADSWORTH (2130) is 
treking his way southward along the At- 
lantic seaboard. Bankers should be on their 
guard so as to frustrate any further at- 
tempts at repeating his “game.” A short 
time ago Wadsworth tried vainly to cash a 
forged cashier’s check in Rochester, N. Y. 
The local bankers were apprehersive and 
accepted the check merely for collection. 
It proved to be bogus. A short time later 


‘the managed to pass several checks for large 


amounts in Princeton, N. J. 

Wadsworth carries documents proving a 
Canadian army record as well as a third 
assistant engineer’s license, and endeavors 
through these mediums to negotiate his 
bogus checks. He is about 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, weighs about 140 pounds, light hair, 
blue eyes, square forehead, narrow chin, 
ears without lobes and has a small scar at 
the corner of one eye; wears double breasted 
clothes and tan shoes. 

Just as we were going to press, word was 
received to the effect that Wadsworth has 
been arrested in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
where he and a company were trying to 
“put across” their regular “turn.” 
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Big Reward 


EWARDS, running into a princely sum, 

are being offered for information lead- 
ing to the apprehension and conviction of 
an operator calling himself HAROLD J. 
WITTAKER (2133), alias Fred Whittaker, 
alias H. J. Whitney, alias Fred Gordon. 
alias W. A. Murphy, alias “The Duke,” etc. 
He is wanted on charges of larceny and 
felony. -Member banks are advised to be 
on guard for this dangerous operator. He 
is described as being an American, about 
29 years of age, about 5 feet 11 inches tall, 
weighs about 165 pounds, is of medium ath- 
letic build, has a fair complexion, medium 
light chestnut hair, green, blue eyes, is 
smooth shaven and has a slightly disfigured 
nose with a depressed scar above it. He 
posed as a clerk or automobile salesman 
when in Arkansas. 


Arrests 


Forgers, etc. 


ADLER, JOE—December 29, 1925, at Chi- 
cago, held in city jail. 

ALGASE, M. B.—January 19, at San Fran- 
cisco, held in city jail. 

AWARD, GEORGE—Alias George A. 
Ward, January 16, at Detroit, held in 
city jail. 

BARLOW, S. E.—December 29, 1925, at 
Los Angeles, held in city jail. 

BECKMAN, RALPH—Alias Henry J. 
Strong, December 15, at Chicago. 

BELSON, EDWARD—December 28, 1925, 
at Chicago. 

BERGMAN, GUS—February 5, at Chicago, 
held in city jail. 

BIERMAN, JOHN—December 28, 1925 
at Chicago, held in city jail. 

BONUGLI, WALTER—1926, in Boston. 

COHEN, SAMUEL—Alias Jacob Cohen, 
January 20, at Boston, held in city jail. 

FANDREE, J. H.—Alias Harry Steele, 
alias R. H. Morgan, alias I. N. Norris, 
January 4, at Portland, Ore., held in coun- 
ty jail. 

GREEN, CHARLES—yanuary 30, at Kan- 
sas City, held in city jail, 

GREENSPAWN, JACOB—Alias Hyman 
Brody, December 15, 1925, at Chicago, 
held in city jail. 

GREGORY, WILL—January, at Big 
Springs, Tex., held in county jail. 

HATFIELD, RUFUS, A.—January 23, at 
Newton Falls, Ohio, held in county jail. 

HENSLEY, W.—January 18, at Canby, 
Ore., held in county jail. 

KAHN, ISSY—December 28, 1925, at Chi- 
cago. 

LUNDRY, BETTY—Alias Lydia Williams, 
at St. Louis, Mo. 

MARTIN, JOE—Alias Leto Rodriguez, 
hese at Los Angeles, held in county 
jail. 

PACE, JOHN (colored)—January 9, at 
Canton, Miss., held in county jail. ~ 

RESS, H. K.—Alias Bowers, January 4, at 
Baker, Ore., held in county jail. 

SMITH, JOHN—January 15, at Canton, 
Miss., held in county jail. 

SMITH, JOE—January 15 at Canton, Miss., 
held in county jail. 

SOLMAN, WILLIE—January 29, at Los 
Angeles, held in county jail. 

SWEATLAND, ANTHONY L.—Decem- 
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ber, 1925, East Cambridge, Mass., held in 
county jail. 

TANIYUCKI, HARRY—January 15, at 
San Francisco, held in city jail. 

URIE, DON W.—February 5, at Chicago, 
held in city jail. 

WALKER, W. D.—Alias Harry Rogers, 
alias Harry J. Sunderland, rearrested Jan- 
uary 26, at Tulsa, Okla. 

WELLS, A. C—Alias Ralph E. Grace, 
January 21, Long Beach, Cal., held in 
county jail. 

WILLIAMS, T.—Alias Vernon H. Laird, 
February 2, at Portland, Ore., held in city 
jail. 


Burglars 


MURPHY, VINCENT—December, 1925, 
at Portland, Ore., held in county jail. 
MARTIN, ROY—February 6, at Cincin- 

nati, held in county jail. 


Holdup Robbers 


ABBEY, FLOYD—January 13, at Los An- 
geles, held in city jail. 

BECK, MILTON—January, at Los An- 
geles, held in county jail. 

BILLINGS, JOSEPH—January 8, at Red- 
ding, Cal., held in county jail. 

MILBOURNE, DAVIS—January, at Los 
Angeles, held in county jail. 

GEISLER, PETE—January 26, at Pitts- 
burgh, held at city jail. 

HAUSENBERGER, PHILLIP—January, 
1926, at Pittsburgh, held in Allegheny 
County Jail. 

HERZOG, GEORGE W.—Alias George 
Reief, January 18, at San Francisco, held 
in city jail. 

KNERR, HERMAN—January 26, at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., held in city jail. 

LONGBRAKE, MERITT—February 2, at 
Cleveland, Ohio, held in city jail. 

MAJORS, RAY—February 3, at Wichita, 
Kan., held in county jail. 

MOORE, DON—January 8, at Redding, 
Cal., held in county jail. 

MOORE, NORMAN-—January 8, at Red- 
ding, Cal., held in county jail. 

MURRAY, EDWARD-—January 19, at St. 
Louis, Mo., held in county jail. 

NEWMAN, THOMAS—January 18, near 
Verona, Cal., held in county jail. 

RECHISON, JOSEPH — Alias Joseph 
Richardson, January 18, near Verona, 
Cal., held in county jail. 

RYAN, JOHN—“Blackie,” alias J. F. 
Ryan (4th timer), January 18, Roseville, 
Cal. 

RYAN, PHIL. F.—February 2, at Long 
Beach, Cal., held in county jail. 

SALYERS, LEE—January 6, at Minneap- 
olis, held in city jail. 

SCHROEDER, GEORGE—January 8, at 
Redding, Cal., held in county jail. 

SCHULL, ED—Rearrested—sent to Sedan, 
Kansas, for trial. 

WESLEY, JACK—Alias John Chrisoffer- 
sen, alias Rex Spalding, January, 1926, 
at Detroit, Mich., returned to Huntington, 
W. Va. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 
ADLER, JOE—Alias J. Krause, alias J. 


Strong, case dismissed. 
AWARD, GEORGE—Alias Reynolds, sen- 


tenced to 2 to 14 years, Jackson State 
Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

BIERMAN, JOHN—Released. 

BELSON, ED—Alias Harry Fein, alias J. 
Harris, case dismissed. 

BONUGLI, WALTER—Case settled out of 
court. 

BROWN, A. L.—Alias Frank Brown, alias 
Al Bert Burdette (Colored juvenile), pro- 
bation. 

BROWN, JAMES A.—Alias T. N. Ned- 
row, alias H. M. Nedrow, 4 years proba- 
tion. 

BUYS, J. L—Sentenced 1 to 4 years, Cali- 
fornia Prison, San Quentin, Cal. 

BYRD, CLARENCE ROBERT (Colored) 
—Forfeited bond for non-appearance. 

CAMERON, R. A.—Case dismissed. 

CREEKBAUM, DENNY—Acquitted. 

DAVIS, GEORGE—Alias James Rolson, 
sentenced 1 to 15 years, Folsom Prison, 
Cal. 

FISHER, J. W.—Sentenced, 1 year, Ply- 
mouth County jail, Mass.; escaped. 

FRANKLIN, RAY—Sentenced 5 months, 
Louisville, Ky. ° 

GINSBERG, HARRY—Made restitution; 
case dropped. 

GLOBENFELT, WILLIAM—Alias W. E. 
Gold, parole violator, returned to Folsom 
Prison, Cal., 1 year sentence. 

GLOBENFELT, MRS. BESSIE—Alias 
Mrs. Gold, sentenced, 1 to 14 years, San 
Quentin, Cal. 

GREENBERG, ISADORE—Released. 

HILLMAN, ALLEN H.—Convicted, 1 to 
14 years, San Quentin, Cal. 

IUTZELER, MRS. RUTH—Acquitted. 

KAHN, IZZY—Alias Bennie Lubin, for- 
feited $500 bond by non-appearance. 

LA BLANC, LORIETTA—Received a de- 
ferred sentence. 

LUNDRY, BETTY—Case settled. 

LYONS, JACK—1 year probation. 

MANDZERK, MIKE—(Juvenile),  sus- 
pended sentence, following plea of guilty. 

MILES, TOM—Sentenced, 1 to 14 years, 
Oroville, Butter County, Cal. 

MUSTOE, CARL—Sentenced, 2 years, 
State Penitentiary, West Virginia. 

ORR, R. W.—Sentenced, 2 years, pardoned 
after 60 days. 

STAPP, BEN F.—Alias L. L. Rose, sen- 
tenced, 1 to 14 years at San Quentin, later 
Folsom Prison, Cal. 

ROSS, C. W.—Alias J. H. Bowers, alias 
C. Carlson, alias A. Hass, case dismissed. 

WEHBA, JIM—Alias Albert Jacob I[utz- 
eler, case dismissed. 
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WILSON, CLAUDE E.—Case settled, no 
trial. 

WORTH, J. E—Sentenced, 1 to 14 years, 
Folsom Prison, Cal. 

ZELLER, CHARLES—Died in Pittsburgh. 


Sneak Thief 


BOLIO, MARIO—Alias Mario Poli, re- 
leased after making restitution. 


Holdup Robbers 


ANDREWS, ARCHIE O.—Sentenced, life 
imprisonment, State Penitentiary, Still- 
water, Minn. 

BURNS, CURLEY—Sentenced, 10 years to 
life, State Penitentiary, Missouri. 

BETHEL, B. H.—Acquitted. 

EDWARDS, PHILLIP—“No bill,” voted 
by grand jury. 

FRANTA, EDWARD—Sentenced to life 
imprisonment, State Penitentiary, Illinois. 

GIBERSON, TRUE—Sentenced, 3 to 20 
years, State Penitentiary, Missouri. 

JOHNSON, H. T.—Alias T. H. Johnson, 
alias James Kendall, alias W. L. Callan, 
sentenced from 20 to 30 years, Walla 
Walla, Wash. 

KVISTLER, ALBERT (Kvister)—Sen- 
tenced for life, State Penitentiary, Still- 
water, Minn. 

MATTSON, WILLIAM—Acquitted. 

McCARTHY, WILLIAM—Sentenced, 20 
to 30 years, Walla Walla, Wash. 

MINETT, GEORGE A.—Sentenced, life, 
State Penitentiary, Stillwater Minn. 

NEWMAN, THOMAS—Sentenced 5 years, 
Folsom Prison, Cal. 

PAYNE, HOMER—Sentenced, life, State 
Penitentiary, Stillwater, Minn. 

RECHISON, JOSEPH—Alias Richardson, 
sentenced 5 years to life, Folsom Prison, 


ROGERS, CATHERINE—Sentenced, 3 
years, State Penitentiary, South Dakota. 

ROGERS, VERA—Sentenced, 3 years, 
State Prison, South Dakota. 

RYAN, JOHN—Alias J. F. Ryan, sen- 
— 5 years to life, Folsom Prison, 

WALLING, ELMER—Sentenced 3 to 20 
years, State Penitentiary, Missouri. 

“WHITEY”—Shot and killed on January 
18 in California. 


Burglars 


CRAIG, H. F.—Case dismissed. 
SCOTT, CLAUDE—Case dismissed. 
SINGLETON, C. C.—Case dismissed. 
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OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CA.LiFoRNIA, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CALIFoRNIA, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District oF CoLumMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fioripa, Mram1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

Georcia, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Cuicaco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Lourstana, New — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MaryYLanp, BALtTimMorE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuuseEtts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuHicaNn, Detroitr.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

Minnesota, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missour!, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missour!, St. Louts.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NEBRASKA, OMAHA, 756 Omaha National Bank Building. 

New York, BurraLo.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Oxnto, Crnctnnat1.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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Ou10, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA City.—908 Colcord Building. 
Orecon, PortLtanp.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PittspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, SAN ANTONIO.—606 Travis Building. 

Urtan, Satt Laxe City.—525 Continental Building. 
WasuinctTon, SEATTLE.—L. Smith Building. 

WasHIncTon, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanapbA, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
Canapa, VANCcOouvER.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Adler Crowd Still Going Strong! 


HE continued activity of members of the “Adler 
Gang” calls forth the need of reiterating our 
numerous warnings to member banks to guard 
against being fleeced by this group of criminals. 
Recently, two members of this gang, namely, RALPH 
BECKMAN (2007) and JACOB GREENSPAWN 
(2008) were arrested only to be released under $500 bail 
bonds. Low bail made their appearance in court for trial 
unnecessary from their viewpoint and a poor business 
proposition. Meanwhile, our agents have associated them 
with new forgeries in Detroit, Buffalo and Cleveland. 
These men include in their operations the rifling of 
offices of business and professional men. They then cut 
the telephone wire, and, when they appear at a bank with 
a check to be cashed, they suggest that the teller call the 
depositor. After a futile attempt to do so, money is paid 
out and the instrument later proves to be a forgery. Their 


method also includes the use of “Cash” and “Bearer” 
forms of makeup together with a forged “O. K.” over 
the forged indorsement of the supposed maker. 

These crooks are well organized and comprise one of 
the most skilful, daring and successful group of forgers 
in this country. Time and again, members of the gang 
have been apprehended only to escape through convenient 
exits furnished by loopholes in the laws. We have broad- 
cast so many warnings to safeguard member banks against 
the crooked inroads of this gang as to make their arrest 
and imprisonment long overdue. Their method of operat- 
ing and movements are of a character that places their 
arrest and successful prosecution largely in the hands of 
alert tellers. Accordingly, we again urge all member 
banks to warn their employees to be on the lookout for 
their appearance and to lose no time effecting an arrest. 

Photographs of Beckman and Greenspawn appear on 
page 2 of the January issue of this section. 
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Indorsements First—Safety Always 


ANK crooks place a high value upon 

the right kind of introduction they may 
receive when opening business negotiations 
with a banking institution. The most re- 
sponsible customer of a bank may be ex- 
cused for unknowingly introducing a crook, 
but there is no excuse for the bank honor- 
ing his paper without the safeguard of 
the customer’s indorsement. The swindler 
specializing in this particular method of 
operation usually cultivates responsible per- 
sons for the simple reason that he may be 


thus presented to officers of banks. 

In Eureka, Cal., recently an operator call- 
ing himself C. S. OLDS (2137) was pre- 
sented to a local banker by a responsible 
citizen, who honestly believed all he said 
of the man. After opening an account for 
more than $11,500 with worthless checks, 
the stranger was permitted to draw several 
hundred dollars on an uncollected item. 
Due to his new standing, he passed many 
checks among the merchants, including the 
purchase of a diamond ring. Investigation 


proved the check for $11,500 on the Bank 
of Crisco, Tex., to have been drawn on a 
non-existent bank. 

Olds is a large man, more than 6 feet 
tall; affects the part of a prosperous oil 
man, and his talk is tinged with a bit of 
braggadocio. He will talk of his connec- 
tion with oil concerns, and of receiving 
large royalties monthly. A check-up on 
these concerns will usually show them to 
have ceased operations years ago. He is 
traveling in a Ford coupe. 


Pullman Porters’ Prosperity Ends 


WE are reproducing the photographs of 
S. LEA (2134), alias Henderson Lee, 
with JAMES BUFORD (2135) and ALEX 
WILLIAMS (2136), who have given bank- 
ers and business men throughout the country 
considerable trouble. Kindly examine their 
pictures, and if recognized by your cus- 
tomers, please have detainer warrants lodged 
with the proper authorities. 

The February, 1926, issue of this Section 
sounded the last of many warnings regard- 


ing these men, who became known to bank- 
ers in many states as the “Pullman Porter 
Swindlers.” Their specialty was the pass- 
ing of bogus payroll checks purporting to 
be issued by the Pullman Company. 

The first two named were recently ar- 
rested in Seattle. Lea, known to us as 
Henderson Lee, received a sentence of 3 
to 10 years at Walla Walla State Peniten- 
tiary in Washington. Buford was also 
found guilty and was given 1 to 5 years 


in the Monroe Reformatory, Monroe, Wash. 
Williams was arrested in Peoria, Ill., and 
is awaiting trial there. Lea or Lee is de- 
scribed as about 45 to 50 years of age, 5 
feet 7% inches tall, weighs about 136 
pounds; of medium build; has maroon eyes, 


_ black, wavy hair; and a scar on his left 


lower jaw. Buford is about 27 years of 
age, 5 feet 6% inches tall, weighs 158 
pounds; of medium build; has maroon eyes. 


James Buford 


S. Lea, alias Henderson Lee 


Alex Williams 
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Standard Oil Check Passer Arrested 


STAN DARD One: COMPANY. 
“A CORPORATION. or. 


NEW YORK. 


OCLARS 


THE NATIONAL cry BANK « 
~NEW YORK 
YORK.» 


Specimen check with photograph of forger, 


AURICE E. ROWE (1980), alias 

Charles E. Foley, alias Phil J. Haw- 
ley, who has experienced success in the past 
negotiating forged checks ostensibly issued 
by the Standard Oil Company in the form 
shown was recently apprehended at Mena, 
Arkansas, through the alertness and action 
of a bank officer. We urge that defrauded 
members, who are able to identify his photo- 
graph which has been inserted in one of the 
checks take steps to see that detainer war- 
rants are lodged with the sheriff at Mur- 


= 


Maurice E. Rowe, inserted 


freesboro, Ark. 

Several articles regarding this criminal 
have appeared in previous issues of this 
section, the last on page 3 of the December, 
1925, Supplement. It is now thought that 
another operator may have been associated 
with Rowe in the negotiation of these checks 
and members are urged to be on the alert 
for similar checks which may be presented 
by an individuai using the name of Bert V. 
Sterling or other aliases. Sterling is said 
to be wanted at Oden, Ark. 


Checks of a Non-Existent Bank 


One of the checks forged by Joseph Kanter and Ed Matchett on a non-existent bank 


LL member banks and especially those 
along the Atlantic coast are warned 
to make a careful study of the check re- 
produced herewith, which is the work of 
a pair of forgers known as JOSEPH 
KANTER (2138), alias Chas. Cleary, and 
ED MATCHETT (2139). These crooks 
specialize in negotiating bogus certified 
checks drawn on a so-called “Liberty Trust 
Co.,” of New York, N. Y., a non-existent 
institution, and passing such checks among 
hotels, bootleggers and merchants. 

They were last heard from in Boston, but 
our agents believe they are somewhere south 
of that point and may be operating in the 
Metropolitan district. They have in their 
possession a stolen letter of credit and 
credentials belonging to G. E. Ricaud and 
are using these credentials to assist in pass- 
ing their bogus checks. These operators 


also used other checks similar to the one 
pictured but the Liberty Trust Company 
type predominate. 

Some of their aliases are, John J. Ma- 
loney, alias A. H. Johnson, alias Wm. Ga- 
gen, alias Harry Wilson, alias J. P. Lewin, 
alias Joseph Kurtz. Descriptions of the 
operators have been supplied as follows: 
Cleary is about 5 feet 10 inches tall; weighs 
about 175 pounds; has brown eyes; smooth 
face; black hair, parted in center, and has 
a scar on his left cheek as though made 
by a bullet. Matchett is about 5 feet 11 
inches tall; weighs about 200 pounds; light 
complected; has stubby mustache; is rug- 
gedly built and wears an overcoat with a 
fur collar. All members are requested to 
watch for these crooks and trap them into 
a prompt arrest. 
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Woman Raises Pawn- 
broker’s Checks 


A* Italian woman operator has made an 
appearance in Boston, whose continued 
efforts may result in heavy losses to bank- 
ers wherever she may work. She calls 
herself ROSE CAPELLA (2141), alias 
Frances G. D’Angello. 

On December 18, last year, she pawned 
a diamond ring for $150 and asked for a 
check for that amount. The same day, a 
woman bearing the same description cashed 
the check at the bank, but it had been raised 
to $950. Later she redeemed and repawned 
the ring three times before the end of the 
month.. On December 31, an Italian lad, 
about 14, came into the bank and said he 
was sent by the pawnbroker for his monthly 
statement, which was given to him. A short 
time later, the pawnbroker’s bookkeeper 
arrived and asked for the statement only 
to find that he was too late. The bank, of 
course, suffered a serious loss. 

The woman is described as being about 
35 years of age; 5 feet 7 inches tall; 175 
pounds; heavy set, good looking and a well 
dressed woman of Italian extraction. Her 
boy accomplice is about 14 years old, 5 feet 
4 inches tall; 120 pounds in weight; has 
a fat round face; exceptionally good com- 
plexion and also of Italian extraction. 


Beardsley Works North- 
west in Auto 


E. O. BEARDSLEY (2140), alias E. O. 
Beach, recently made his appearance in the 
Northwest. He passed numerous worthless 
checks in Salt Lake City drawn on the 
Spokane & Eastern Trust Company, Spo- 
kane, Wash. This criminal is traveling in 
a Cadillac car, and talks of having worked 
for Don Lee in San Francisco, selling 
Packard cars (Don Lee is the California 
representative for the Cadillac Company— 
not Packard). He has been through the 
Northwest, living for a time in Spokane, 
Wash., Portland, Ore., and points in be- 
tween. 

Beardsley usually obtains employment in 
an auto sales corporation, opens an account 
with a local bank—and, shortly thereafter, 
begins his operations. This man should 
easily be recognized. He is about 45 years 
of age; about 5 feet 7 or 8 inches tall; 
weighs about 150 to 160 pounds; has a large 
nose, high cheek bones, wears glasses, and 
appears to be highly educated. The opera- 
tor is quite voluble as to his past experi- 
ences and is also a heavy drinker. 


Member banks are advised to be on guard 
against an unknown operator working in and 
about West Orange, N. J., who is forging 
the signature of members of a well known 
family living there. One of the names used 
is that of R. H. Parker, who has been dead 
for some time and another name is Eleanor 
Parker, who has changed her name by mar- 
riage. It is the belief of our agents that 


the checks are being written by a former 
servant-of the Parker family. 
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“Fleischman” Checks Again 


ESPITE our repeated warnings, members. 
BRUCE GREGG (1370) is still dis- Gregg has used. the following aliases 
posing of worthless checks purporting to during the past: Frank L. Bradley, Thomas 


be issued by the 
Fleischmann Com - 
pany. Recently his 
checks were passed 
throughout Michi- 
gan, his last attempt 
being reported in 
Grand Haven. This 
operator has had his 
own way for too 
long a period and it 
is time his criminal 
career was brought 
to an end by the ex- 
ercise of reasonable 
care within the 
bank. His arrest de- 
pends upon the co- 
operation of our 


= 


Book Agent Swindler 


a 


A. M. Harris 


BRAHAM MOSES HARRIS (2142), 
known better as A. M. Harris, is 
wanted by the postal authorities on a charge 
of using the mails to defraud. Recently, 
the matter of fake book agents’ activities 
in the south was brought to our attention. 
Our agents, together with the postal in- 
spectors, immediately set to work on the 
case and after establishing the identity of 
the above operator, had a, warrant issued 
for his arrest: 

This man is an old violator and is a for- 
mer member of a gang broken up several 
years ago. It is believed that Harris, to- 
gether with his pals, used the name of an 
H. J. Drayman Company, publishers, dis- 
counting notes of purchasers at their banks 
and without sending any books. Member 
banks receiving overtures along these lines 
should establish the standing of the com- 
pany before they allow themselves to com- 
promise their institutions as well as many 
of their customers in a scheme where only 
the unsuspecting suffer losses. 

The operator and a companion are some- 
where in the South, traveling in an Essex 
car. Any information leading to their 
whereabouts or arrest should be communi- 
cated to our agents at the earliest possible 
moment. 


77 


One of Bruce Gregg’s worthless checks purporting to be issued by the 


Fleischmann Company 


Forged Withdrawal Order 
Thief Caught 


UR agents in Detroit report the arrest 

of CARLO PAOLUCCI (2143), 
“lone wolf” operator, who negotiated forged 
withdrawal orders over a long period. His 
activities also spread over a wide range of 
territory. We are reproducing his photo 
in the hope that bankers will recognize him 
as an operator they want and will promptly 
lodge detainer warrants to assure certain 
prosecution of a very dangerous criminal. 


Carlo Paolucci, alias Carlo Ferrari, etc. 


Some of his other aliases are, Carlo Fer- 
rari, John Kordakes, Jos. Caplan, Vakar 
Drizda, L. D. Moyers, V. S. Yazejian. He 
is described as being 30 years of age; about 
5 feet 8 inches tall; has dark brown hair 
and dark brown eyes. 


A “cash and bearer” type of forger is 
again working in San Francisco. His 
method includes the use of signatures of 
prominent bank depositors and he usually 
collects on the checks over the counter. 
Our agents have a line on this operator and 
are endeavoring to place him under arrest. 
Meanwhile, member banks should exercise 
care in cashing checks for anyone but known 
customers. 


Spicer, Robert L. McLaughlin, C. S. Went- 
worth, Wm. F. Lambert and C. E. Lewis. 

He is.described as being about 35 years 
of age; weighs 
about 135 to 140 
pounds; is dark 
complexioned; has 
dark hair; is a fair 
dresser and a good 
talker. We are re- 
producing one of 
his checks, showing 
the kind of instru- 
ment usually nego- 
tiated and suggest 
that our members 
watch for — such 
items among. their 
customers’ deposits. 
Fleischmann is 
spelled incorrectly on 
the worthless checks. 


Carlson Caught 


James H. Carlson 


AMES H. CARLSON (2144), confessed 

forger and worthless check operator, was 
arrested in Toledo last month through the 
efforts of our agents. Carlson worked over 
a wide range of territory. 

Leaving Seattle with a woman companion 
and her two children, a little less than a 
year ago, this operator “worked” Salt Lake 
City and Ogden, Utah, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Boston and Quincy, Mass., Washington, 
D. C.,, and New York City. He admits 
having forged his employers’ name to no 
less than 5 checks while in Ogden. He 
also confessed having passed many worth- 
less checks, throughout his wanderings. 

His other aliases are, H. J. Carlson, alias 
Fred Watkins, alias J. H. Cranston, alias 
James H. Cameron. Carlson is about 40 
years of age; 5 feet 10 inches tall; weighs 
about 200 Ibs.; is of heavy build; dark 
complected; has squinty, dark eyes; dark 
hair and nearly bald; large aquiline nose 
and teeth noticeably apart. He is a pro- 
nounced Jewish type with a limp in his 
left foot. Member banks, recognizing him 
as one who operated against them, should 
lodge detainer warrants against his chance 
of escaping with light punishment, consid- 
ering his various operations. 
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Thirteen Warnings Worth Heeding 


“Saloon Gang’’ Waxes Fat 


ENEWED activity on the part of the 

old “Saloon Gang,” in New York 
City, is reported. Mail thieves are again 
extracting checks from hall letter boxes 
and cashing them in devious ways. At times 
they are cashed over the counter—then 
again, having forged the indorsement, they 
will either wait for collection on the check 
or send a telegraph messenger with a cer- 
tified check to collect on it. Bankers should 
be on guard against paying out funds on 
any check presented to them in a manner 
any different from the usual method of their 
customer. Meanwhile anything of a sus- 
picious nature should be reported to our 
agents as soon as possible. 


Forged Cashiers Checks 


EMBER banks are advised to be on 

guard against the paying out of funds 
on forged cashiers checks, which have been 
negotiated recently in Georgia. These 
checks are drawn on the Bank of Dawson, 
Dawson, Ga. They bear a clumsy forgery 
of the name of B. C. Perry and are usually 
made payable to Albert Mennen. Just be- 
low the indorsement will be found “O. K. 
B. C. Perry.” 


Why Such Practice? 


B L. WILLIAMS (2148), a salesman 
* in the employ of. the National Electric 
Company, was recently discharged for 
cause. It now develops that Williams vio- 
lated company rules in that he had been 
cashing “down payment” checks, made out 
to his concern, at banks in Iowa. This 
practice is too slipshod for any bank. It 
is poor business to say the least, and is 
hard to reconcile with sound banking. Un- 
less a traveling man carries unquestionable 
right to cash his employer’s paper it is 
better to disappoint him. 


Those $32.75 Checks 


YOUNG woman operator was arrested 

in Jeannette, Pa., recently where she is 
held on charges of passing bogus checks. 
Member banks have been repeatedly advised 
against this woman, whose specialty lay in 
passing checks of $32.75 denomination, and 
representing them to be her husband’s pay 
checks. She used various names, such as 
J. A. HENLEY (2155), alias W. F. 
Mayer, etc., and is about 22 years old; 
5 feet 3 inches tall; 120 pounds; of medium 
build; has a fair complexion; blue-gray 
eyes; brown hair. At the time of arrest 
she wore a dark blue raincoat with cor- 
duroy collar and blue hat. Member banks 


fecognizing this woman as an offender 
against them should have detainer warrants 
lodged in Jeannette. 


A Thorough Cleanup 


ENRY E. MANNING (2149), alias 

MURRAY, is wanted badly in Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., where he carried out an 
extensive swindle, involving a loss to a 
local bank as well as imposing heavily on 
merchants throughout the city. 

Manning must have planned his coup for 
more than a year. He opened his account 
in 1923, carrying a good balance; then, sud- 
denly his account became very active when 
he cashed numerous good checks over the 
counter and at the same teller’s window. 

On the Saturday evening preceding 
Washington’s Birthday he came into the 
bank and cashed a large check and before 
leaving town he also cashed twelve checks 
at twelve different establishments in the 
city. All of these checks, including the last 
one presented at the bank were worthless. 
This operator is also wanted in Bingham- 
ton on a charge of arson. 


Colored “Rev. Kelly” Again 


EMBER banks are advised to be on 

guard against the cashing of checks 
drawn against the account of a so-called 
Providence Realty Co., on a check bearing 
the name of the High Street Bank, Provi- 
dence, R. I., printed red, in the upper left 
hand corner. These checks are worthless 
and are being made out to the order of some 
“pseudo” clergyman, as for instance, the 
“Rev.” W. B. Alexander or James W. 
Jones. Some received from Orangeburg, 
S. C., were payable to a “Rev.” D. H. Kel- 
ley. These checks are usually made out for 
$125 or $175 and it is the belief of our 
agents that they are the work of an old 
group of colored crooks. 


A Florida Operator 


A operator calling himself DAVID 
STERN (2151), alias Louis Kaufman, 
a worthless check artist, is collecting rather 
heavily in Florida. Stern opens an account 
and gives Boston as his home address—he 
claims to live in Roxbury. In his dealings 
with a bank in Miami, he gave the name of 
the First U. S. Trust Company of Boston, 
for references. That concern notified the 
Miami institution to the effect that this 
particular signature did not coincide with 
any of their customers’. : 

Stern is described as being about 26 years 
of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall; 160 pounds 
in weight; dark complexion, and he is of a 
distinct Jewish type. 


A Moving Story 


WO check operators, a man and woman, 
are “doing” Texas, where their activities 
are rather extensive. The woman, especially, 
is the one who should be watched. She is 
known as MRS. MARY SMITH (2150), 
alias Mrs. Harry Graham, alias Mrs. Robert 


Baker, alias Mrs. Martha J. Brady. Upon 
coming to town, she visits a banker and 
tells a plausible story of moving there. 

She suggests telephoning to check up on 
her newly rented home, opens an account 
and orders the withdrawal of funds in some 
foreign bank and then, because she is so 
honest in her appearance, and so earnest, 
she manages to cash a draft or two before 
returns are received on her deposits. Her 
entertaining method is very costly, though 
interesting. She is described as being 
about 5 feet 6 inches tall; has dark hair; 
brown eyes, and is of medium weight. She 
and her male accomplice are traveling by 
auto. 


Crude Work 


= banks in New York City are 
advised to be on the lookout for an 
unknown mail box thief who is cashing 
numerous. checks, which he obtains from 
hall letter boxes. His work is extremely 
crude and amateurish. Notwithstanding 
this, he has passed checks, which he raised, 
using an ink which was decidedly different 
in color from that which was used by the 
maker. The original names and amounts 
were crudely altered. There is no reason 
for his work succeeding—however, he oper- 
ates during the banks’ busy hours, par- 
ticularly on Saturdays—leaving the tellers 
unable to supply his description. 


Uniformed Imposter 


EMBER banks, especially those along 

the Atlantic seaboard, are advised to 
be on the lookout for an operator parading 
in the uniform of a Marine and calling 
himself SERGT. RALPH LE CLAIR 
(2152). Le Clair is convincing in his talk 
and produces documents to prove his con- 
nection with the recruiting branch of the 
Marine Corps. However, all the checks he 
has cashed have been returned marked “no 
account.” We last heard of him in Day- 
tona, Fla., where he passed a bogus check 
drawn on the First National Bank, Coving- 
ton, Ky., for $50. No satisfactory descrip- 
tion of this operator is available. 


Effeminate Crook 


Aa styling himself G. O. PAR- 
KER (2153), and who is identified as 
being the same operator who worked under 
the alias of P. S. DICKINSON, is wanted 
by the Boston authorities. Parker recently 
opened an account with a Boston bank, using: 
a forged check for his initial deposit. He 
attempted to draw on it before it had been 
collected but this privilege was denied him. 
As soon as the forgery cleared he with- 
drew the full amount and left town. He is 
described as 22 years of age; 5 feet 10 
inches tall; weighing about 140 pounds; is 
quite thin; light complexion, and is de- 
cidedly effeminate in his speech. 
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Jap Check Artist 


JAPANESE worthless check operator 
calling himself T. E. KATO (2154), 
is busy cashing worthless checks through- 
out Southern California, especially among 
the Japanese merchants and proprietors of 
Japanese hotels. Kato recently obtained 
pass books from the Citizens Trust & Sav- 
ings Bank, Plaza Branch in Los Angeles, 
through the opening of an account with 
that bank on the strength of another pass 
book he had, showing a deposit of $17,211.90 
with the Mercantile Trust Co., of San 
Francisco. He also had a pass book on the 
Sumitomo Bank in San Francisco for $1,642. 
Member banks are advised to hold the 
books if presented to them in any manner. 
He is about 42 to 45 years old, 5 feet 3 
inches tall; 150 pounds; is stockily built; 
decidedly Oriental in appearance; is cross- 
eyed (left eye defective), and has large, ir- 
regular teeth. 


A Telling Laugh 


R. M. PHILLIPS (2156) left a trail 
of forged checks behind him, when he re- 
cently disappeared from Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Phillips, who was employed by the 
Dodge Brothers Electric Company, and 
whose name he used in forging his checks, 
is an accomplished spianist and sometimes 
works as salesman for electrical appliance 
houses. His home is in Texas and he may 
be headed that way. He is described as 
being about 28 to 30 years of age; is little 
more than six feet tall; weighs about 180 
pounds; of slender byild; has dark hair, 
brown eyes, dark complexion, and when 
he laughs, his features take on the expres- 
sion of extreme cruelty. 


Recently CHARLES WAGNER (2181) 
was arrested in Jacksonville, Fla., following 
a well laid plan, wherein he defrauded a 
bank by opening an account, then drawing 
large sums against uncollected items. He 
operated during the busy hour just before 
closing time on a Saturday morning. 

His description is: about 5 feet 11 inches 
tall, weighing about 160 to 170 pounds, has 
sandy brown hair, sallow complexion; is a 
neat dresser; Hebrew type. Member banks 
recognizing him as an operator who worked 
his schemes against them are requested to 
swear out detainer warrants and lodge same 
with the Jacksonville police. 


Bootleg Bargains 


66Q@ PEAK EASY” establish- 
ments, by virtue of their 
being outside the law, are greatly 
infested with passers of bad 
checks. The bootlegger has no 
recourse in the courts and is 
easy prey for the check artist. 
But, when such losses are passed 
on to banks, then a definite stop 
should be put to this practice by 
the banks adopting stricter meth- 
ods in measuring the character 
and business of their customers. 
Recently, an operator calling 
himself J. COOPER (2147) 
passed a series of forged checks 
at a saloon in Brooklyn. The 
checks were later cashed at a 
bank, which suffered a small loss 
and investigation of the case is 
hindered by the usual close- 
mouthed attitude of gangsters. 
This result must be expected 
from this class of customers and 
for this reason all member banks 
shvuld scrutinize carefully all 
instruments coming to them from 
known bootleggers, or “speak 
easy” proprietors before making 
payments on any of their checks. 


Burglars at Large 


Edward A. Allison 


Bony Post Office Department recently is- 
sued warnings concerning RICHARD 
TAYLOR (2145) and EDWARD A. AL- 
LISON (2146), both of whom are under 
indictment in Wisconsin for burglarizing 
post offices. These men are experts in the 
use of explosives, and will not hesitate 


to tackle a bank safe when the opportunity 
presents itself. 

Taylor is described as 53 years of age; 
height, 5 feet 514 inches; weight, 163; com- 
plexion, dark; hair, dark gray; eyes, hazel- 
green-slate. Identification of Taylor is 
simplified by the absence of the thumb and 
all fingers of his left hand and the fact 
that all his fingers are amputated from his 
right hand; an oblong scar is also visible 
on the left center of upper lip. Allison is 
described as 52 years of age; height, 5 feet 
3% inches; weight, 132; complexion, fair; 
hair, dark mixed with gray. 

The Post Office Department offers a re- 
ward of $200 each for the arrest and con- 
viction of these criminals, whose location 
or arrest should be wired to Grant B. Mil- 
ler, Post Office Inspector in Charge at 
Chicago, III. 


Caught With the Goods 


Thanks to the wide awake tactics of the 
employees of a Chicago, IIl., bank, a forger 
known as GUS BERGMAN (2157) alias 
E. Cline, alias Don W. Urie, was arrested 
while in the act of trying to pass a forged 
instrument. Bergman used the name of one 
of the bank’s depositors. 


Stolen Securities 


containing registered mail was 
stolen from the Kensington Station 
platform of the Illinois Central Railroad 
in Chicago, late in January. 


Member banks are advised to be on their 


guard for the following securities: 


Certificates number 7419 to 7433, inclusive, each 
for £19:15:6 of Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad stock. Also certificates numbers 347 and 
348 for £98:17:6 of the same organization. Other 
missing securities were: 

Sinclair Consolidated Oil Corporation, First Lien 
Collateral Gold Bond numbers M-8553, Series C, 
6 per cent December 1, 1927, amount $1,000; 

omestead Securities Corporation — Notes, (2) 
numbers 36 and 37, payable to bearer in amount of 


$1,000; 

Trinity Methodist Church Bond, number 93, 
amount $500; 

Brazilian 4 per cent Loan of 1889, number 
011439 for £500; 

Four shares of Libby, McNeill & Libby, common 
stock, number C-012904; 

Nine shares of Compania Swift International 
Stock, number 14895, and forty shares of Standard 
Oil Company Capital stock number D43737. 


The Post Office Department will pay not 
to exceed $200 for the arrest and conviction 
of any person on the charge of stealing 
these securities. 


What Next? 


EMBER banks are advised to be on 

guard against the paying out of cash 
on checks, which may come in a_ virtual 
flood as a result of a successful scheme of 
obtaining official signatures from Illinois 
bankers. A short time ago letters were re- 
ceived written on forged letterheads of the 
First National Bank, Casey, Ill.. The let- 
ters called for an answer and many of the 
bankers replied. The result is that the next 
move on the part of the operators is ex- 
pected with a certain amount of apprehen- 
sion as they have genuine signatures of 
several bank officers in their possession, and 
their purpose or scheme has not yet been 
manifested. 


i 
j 
7 
q 
7 
q ° 
4 
Richard Taylor 
: a 
Si 
SC 
ol 
al 


April, 1926 


AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 7 


Warnings 


A BRENNER (2158) visited Cranford, 
N. J., where, after some side play peculiar 
to his type, he undertook to have worthless 
checks cashed by the local bankers. Bren- 
ner, however, did not count on the care 
exercised within the banks. He engaged 
store space and had cards printed for his 
new business—“Brenner’s Exclusive Wom- 
en’s Apparel.” He deposited a check in a 
local bank for $600, drawn on the -Bank of 
Detroit, Detroit, Mich., and for several days 
tried to draw against it, but to no avail. It 
was learned, after he left town, that he did 
pass a number of checks for small amounts 
to outsiders. This experience proves the 
wisdom of being careful when dealing with 
glib strangers. 


teh 


A 


W. BREWER (2159), alias H. M. Eadie, 
alias A. F. Flanagan, has cashed forged 
checks at Chicago banks and various de- 
partment stores. In each instance, he had 
to wait for collections on his checks, which 
speaks loudly for the potentiality of this 
criminal unless immediately curbed. Mem- 
ber banks are warned to be on guard against 
irregularities of all sorts and to scrutinize 
carefully incoming checks, when they seem 
to be coming in a manner not characteristic 
of the customer. 


CLARENCE E. BRUCE (2160), col- 
ored, is wanted in Pittsburgh for passing 
a number of forged checks, using the name 
of a colored woman, member of his brother- 
in-law’s parish. Bruce is described as being 
about 32 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, 
weighs about 140 pounds; is of slender 
build; eyes are dark; is smooth shaven; 
affects brown suits, a black derby hat and 
light overcoat. 


tor 


Cree 


H. CARTER (2161) recently made his 
appearance in Oakland, Calif., where he 
forged the names of~.prominent men and 
cashed checks at commercial establishments. 
These instruments are not for large amounts 
and merchants, in order to make a profitable 
sale, often take a chance on strangers. This 
operator is known to our agents and is de- 
scribed as having the appearance of a Cher- 
okee Indian and is also known as Max Day, 
alias Geo. T. Oldsen, alias Herzo Cruz. 


Styling himself L. GIESINGER (2162), 
an operator in Boston, Mass., laid down four 
forged instruments and the bank he dealt 
with sustained a large loss. His method in- 
volves the “cash” and “currency” type of 
check and his ability to reproduce genuine 
signatures, stamps him as being skilled and 
dangerous. He is described as being about 35 
years of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, dark com- 
plected; fairly well dressed; looks like a 
heavy drinking man; has heavy circles 
under eyes, and appears to be either Jewish 
or Italian. 


A forger calling himself AKSEL JO- 
HANSEN (2163) was active in Newark, 
N. J., a short time ago. He passed a forged 
instrument on a local bank and then dis- 
appeared from his regular haunts. Our 
agents have been supplied with the follow- 
ing description and report that he is a tran- 
sient laborer. He is about 30 to 35 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, 175 pounds in weight; 
is strong and muscular in build; light com- 
plexion; has the appearance of a working 
man and is apparently Swedish. 


F. Winston Johns 


An operator known as F. WINSTON 
JOHNS (2164) is again active in the South, 
especially in Florida, where he is repre- 
senting himself as the son of the editor of 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch. He is de- 
frauding banks and hotels. Johns was con- 
victed during April, 1923, in New York 
City, on a charge of forgery, and has used 
the aliases of: Frank B. Sliger, F. W. 
Johns, Herbert Loeb and Bruce Morgan. 
His specialty seems to be the passing of 
worthless checks. He is described as 30 
years of age; height about 5 feet 8 inches; 
weight about 135 to 140 pounds; medium 
build, with light brown hair and blue eyes. 


An old offender, a colored operator, 
known as L. L. LOWE (2165), alias Lex. 
L. Lowe, is again active in passing worth- 
less checks. Lowe was last heard from in 
Anderson, Ind., where he arrived in a car, 
made himself known to several colored Ma- 
sons and obtained their indorsement on his 
paper. He usually exhibits a pass book 
from the First National Bank, St. Cloud, 
Minn., showing numerous deposits. He is 
supposed to be an auto repair man and is 
traveling through the country by auto—‘on 
his way to Florida.” Member banks should 
easily recognize him, as he has always used 
the above name. He is a very light negro, 
being almost white, about 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
weighing about 140 pounds; has many gold 
fillings in teeth; fairly regular features; is 
a good dresser; speaks good English and is 
invariably presented by colored members of 
the Masonic order. 


An operator using the name of A. LU- 
BIN (2166) made an appearance in Boston, 
where he passed a forged check, using the 
signature of a member bank’s customer. 
Lubin is described as being about 40 years 
of age, 155 pounds in weight; is of appar- 
ent Hebraic extraction; dark complected, 
and has a deeply lined face. 


Member banks are advised to be on guard 
against paying money on checks bearing the 
name of LOUIS MERLI (2167). This 
operator was last heard from in Los An- 
geles, where he forged the name of a prom- 
inent business man and cashed the instru- 
ments through depositing them with a mem- 
ber bank for collection. 


JOHN MOLLER (2168), alias Frank 
Harris, is still at large in San Francisco, 
where he is a regular habitat in the south 
of Market section. Moller is wanted for 
several forgeries committed in that city 
and is described as, being 30 years of age, 
about 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs about 165 
pounds, medium build, dark hair, blue eyes, 
dark complexion; is smooth shaven; has 
a foreign appearance; wears plain working 
clothes and affects a dark slouch hat. 


Another Japanese operator, T. NAKA- 
MURA (2169), is forging the names of his 
countrymen to checks, which he is cashing in 
and about San Francisco. Unfortunately, 
we have no description of this operator 
and are only able to advise our member 
banks to scrutinize carefully any checks 


_ presented to them for cashing by strangers— 


Japanese or otherwise. 


LOUISE NEWSOME (2170) is charged 
with having cashed several checks bearing 
forged signatures of a bank’s customer lo- 
cated in Atlanta. She has disappeared from 
her old haunts, and member banks are ad- 
vised to be on guard for a young lady about 
21 years of age, with red hair, freckles, and 
a rather stout figure. 


A youthful operator calling himself 
LAWRENCE PACE (2171) is reported to 
have passed forged checks in Ogden, Utah. 
His method calls for checks of small de- 
nomination on which he uses the names of 
prominent local depositors. This youngster 
should be easily identified as he is only 14 
years of age, weighs about 145 pounds; is 
of medium build; has brown hair; brown 
eyes, medium complexion, protruding teeth 
and his left eye is askew. He is a provin- 
cial, has a rolling walk and a vacant ex- 
pression. 


LOUIS RAYFORD (2172), colored, a 
former ex-service man, has suddenly mi- 
grated from Los Angeles, where he made his 
home since the war. Following his disap- 
pearance, our agents were called upon to 
investigate a series of 12 forged checks, 
the circumstances pointing to Rayford as 
being implicated. Incidentally, being a re- 
cipient of compensation from the Govern- 
ment to the extent of $19 per month, Ray- 
ford has not returned to claim this. Our 
agents advise member banks to beware of 
his impositions. His age is given as any- 


where between 27 and 40 years; about. 5 
weighs about 150 to 165 


feet 6 inches tall; 
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pounds; smooth shaven; very black skin 
and of ordinary dress. 


An operator calling himself BERT 
RICHTOR (2173), while on his way 
South, stopped in Smith River Cal., long 
enough to pass a worthless check. He did 
not approach the bankers there, but swindled 
a bank’s customer. Member banks should 
watch for a man about 30 years of age, six 
feet tall, weighing about 190 pounds; wore 
a light velour hat; a red checked mackinaw, 
open all the way down in front, had the 
appearance of having a trace of Indian 
blood. 

Two operators, ELIAS SIRKIN (2174), 
alias M. D. Irons, and ENGENE BEDAY 
(2175), alias Eugene Beatty, were arrested 
in Los Angeles recently through the effort 
of our agents. These men have followed 
the practice of stealing blank checks from 
the offices of their employers, and after fill- 
ing them out, negotiated them at merchants 
and banks. Following their arrest, the men 
confessed to having used the funds “to 
take out their girls.” Beday is a parole 
breaker and will doubtless suffer as a con- 
sequence. Meanwhile, many checks have 
been cashed, and member banks thus 
swindled, should take immediate measures 
to punish these men for their numerous 


forgeries. They are being held in Los 
Angeles. 

29. 


e 
| 
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FRANK SMITH (2176), representing 
himself as a brakeman on the Y. & M. V. R. 
R. Co., and giving a fictitious local address, 
negotiated a forged check for a consider- 
able amount in New Orleans. His mode 
of operation calls for the opening of an 
account and depositing a forged check, 
awaiting returns on the collections. The fol- 
lowing description was given by our agents: 
30 years of age; about 5 feet 10 inches tall; 
weighs about 155 pounds; is of medium 
build; has dark hair; a sunburned complex- 
ion; has dark eyes and usually wears work- 
ing clothes—to harmonize appearances with 
his story. 

A. J. STEIN (2177) passed a forged 
check for a fair amount while in Miami, 
Fla. Stein is a transient and used the name 
of a responsible customer of the bank he 
dealt with. Latest reports show him to be 
still sojourning in Florida. He is about 5 
feet 8 inches tali; has an exceedingly dark 
complexion and speaks with a marked 
Jewish accent. 

J. E. B. STEELE (2178), alias C. P. 
Carter, is a forger, who specializes in pass- 
ing forged certified checks. He came 
through Sylvester, Ga., on his way North 
not long ago, and cashed his paper among 
the smaller merchants and oil stations along 


the way. His checks usually bear small 
amounts, are drawn on the Atlanta & Lowry 
National Bank, Atlanta, Ga., and they are 
generally signed, J. E. B. Steele, cashier. 
This operator is about 28 to 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, 140 pounds in 
weight; has dark brown hair; a sharp face; 
ruddy complexion and wears dark clothes. 
He was traveling in a 1923 model Ford 
Coupe. 


AF § 


A forger using the name of GORDON 
E. SWEET (2179), alias Walter Biles, 
cashed several forgeries in Boston, using 
the name of a depositor of the bank, who 
had been away on a visit. The operator 
is dangerous because of his apparent ability 
at duplicating signatures, as well as his 
engaging manner of approach for he smil- 
ingly works his way to winning the con- 
fidence of his victim. He is described as 
being about 30 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tai’, 140 pounds in weight; is dark com- 
plected; has regular features; well dressed 
and has a perpetual smile, showing even and 
exceptionally good teeth. 


BLAINE JOHN THOMPSON (2180) 
is charged with having passed two forged 
checks in Santa Ana, Cal., using the name 
of a prominent local resident, who recently 
repudiated the checks in question. Thomp- 
son is well known to the bank and to the 
customer. He may be recognized by a 
broken tooth and a crooked nose. 


ty 


An unknown operator, using the signa- 
tures of customers of various Los Angeles 
banks, is passing forged checks of small 
amounts. He usually has a check made out 
to “cash” and asks for money upon presen- 
tation. Though we have no complete de- 
scription of this operator, member banks 
are advised to be on guard for this fellow 
who has a heavy rash ‘on his face and 
numerous pimples. 


Member banks, throughout Idaho, are ad- 
vised to be on the alert for a youthful opera- 
tor who recently passed a series of forged 
checks in Blackfoot. This operator works 
through the smaller merchants and business 
men. He invariably forges the names of 
locally prominent people to his paper. He 
is described as being only'14 years of age, 
5 feet tall, sallow complexion; has a large 
head, and a full face; when operating last, 
he was dressed as a “lumber-jack” and pa- 
raded as a working man. 


" Watch Hassett Checks 


HE Indiana Bankers Association re- 

ports a suspicious transaction of two 
men and a woman traveling in Hudson 
sedan, with New Jersey license. This trio 
stopped at a small outlying print shop in 
Indianapolis, and had 25 checks on the 
Corn Exchange Bank, New York, imprinted 
with the name of David Hassett Corpora- 
tion, 342 Madison Ave., New York. Checks 
are numbered from 1864 to 1890 . 

One of the men is described as 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighs 170 
pounds; short black mustache, black snappy 
eyes; wore brown tweed overcoat and soft 
hat. The other is 40 years of age, 5 
feet 10 inches tall, weighs 165 pounds; 
smooth face, sandy complexion; light 
overcoat. 

They may attempt to pass worthless 
checks in Indiana or elsewhere. The David 
Hassett Corporation is a dealer in furniture 
with no account at the Corn Exchange 
Bank. Do not let these people redeem 
worthless paper for good money at any 
bank. Merchants can also be warned 
through your local chamber of commerce. 


Arrests and Dispositions 


Doyen of space prevents publishing the 
detailed lists of arrests and disposi- 
tions usually presented upon this page in 
support of the results during March as 
summarized below. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Awaiting] Arrests | Arrests Dis- Fugi- 
Trial wr my Reported Con- |charged| tives [Awaiting 
Aug. 31, ince in Total | victed | or Ac- [Escaped] Trial 
1925 | Aug. 31,} March, quitted | Insane 
1925 1926 or Died 
Forgers apes 180 133 30 163 78 38 6 221 
Burglars 3 18 2 7 2 64 
Holdup robbers 21 125 92 19 8 208 
Sneak thieves. . 1 1 3 
Total... 54 307 172 65 16 496 
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ported to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. 


Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 


Protective Services Are Available Only When 


Notice Is Given Within Ten Days After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 
ulations Which Distinguish Between Preventable and Unpreventable Losses 


PROTECTIVE DEPARTMENT 


American 
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SECTION TWO 


Riddell Is Convicted 
for Using Invalidated 


Bonds as Collateral 


Contents Noted by 
Vice-President .............. 
Assistant Cashier ........ 
Receiving Teller............. 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


Cairorn1A, Los ANGELES.—I. N. Van Nuys Building. 

CatirorN1A, SAN Francisco.—First National Bank Building. 

Cotorapo, DENvER.—421 Cooper Building. 

District of WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. 

Fioripa, MrAmi1.—220-221 Calumet Building. 

GeorcIaA, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. 

Ittrnors, Cutcaco.—1020 Otis Building. 

Lourstana, NEw Or eAns. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank 
Building. 

MARYLAND, BALTIMoRE.—Fidelity Building. 

MassacuHusetTts, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. 

MicuicAn, Derroir.—Dime Savings Bank Building. 

MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 

Missouri, Kansas City.—Ridge Arcade Building. 

Missour!, St. Lovis.—Railway Exchange Building. 

NesraskA, OMAHA, 756 Omaha National Bank Building. 

New York, Burrato.—D. S. Morgan Building. 

New York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Onto, CinctnnatTi1.—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 
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CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 

OKLAHOMA, OKLAHOMA Crty.—908 Colcord Building. 
OrEGON, PorTLAND.—Yeon Building. 

PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
PENNSYLVANIA, PitrspurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Texas, Datitas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

Texas, SAN ANTONIO.—606 Travis Building. 

Uran, Satt Lake Crry.—525 Continental Building. 
WasuinctTon, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 


FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CanapA, MonTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
CanapaA, VANCOUVER.—605 Vancouver Block. 


XVIIL, No. 11 
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Riddell Convicted in Florida 


OBERT R. RIDDELL (2048), notorious for 
offering invalidated securities as collateral for 
loans, has been sentenced to prison for swindling 
two Florida banks in his favored style. 

Riddell acquired, through a reputable New York broker 
dealing in unlisted securities, sixty-seven $1,000 bonds of 
the Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railway Consolidated 
Mortgage 4% per cent bonds. He paid only $167 for the 
bonds, which were invalidated by the terms of a reorganiza- 
tion of the D. T. & I. back in 1913-14—several years 
before the railroad was purchased by Henry Ford. Evi- 
dence was presented to show that Riddell made repeated 
bids by wire from Spokane for these worthless bonds and 
finally got them. 

Later, :n Tampa, Riddell obtained loans from two banks 
and put up these invalidated bonds as security. When he 
failed to pay the notes, the banks found that the bonds 
were worthless. Although the successful prosecution and 
conviction of Riddell involved an expense to each bank of 
more than the amount lost through the fraud, because it 
was necessary to produce witnesses from New York to 
establish the worthlessness of the securities and to prove 
that the bonds tendered in this case were sold to the defen- 
dant, the banks determined against compromising crime 
for business reasons and took the position that this daring 
swindler should stand trial regardless of expense. 

As previously reported in this section, Riddell had been 
arrested before he got in trouble at Tampa. With a show 
of bravado, he had boasted that he would never be sen- 
tenced, his confidence in acquittal apparently being based 
upon an alibi contemplated to show him as an innocent 


holder of worthless paper which he could claim to have 
accepted in good faith. Previously he had been arrested in 
California and in Colorado, but moves to land him behind 
prison bars failed because court requirements for testimony 
entailed traveling expense in excess of the losses sustained 
in each case. 

Riddell did not reckon wisely in operating in Tampa. 
This may best be explained in the following quotation in 
a letter from one of the two banks: “We are happy to 
inform you that Robert R. Riddell, alias Don B. Leeds, 
was put on trial promptly, found guilty and will be sen- 
tenced Saturday. There is no doubt that the assistance 
given by you resulted in the apprehension and conviction 
of this man, because without your aid and the William J. 
Burns Agency, our local banks could have done nothing. 
Messrs. Merrick and Mitchell both proved valuable wit- 
nesses and we are satisfied that, without their testimony, it 
would have been very hard to secure a conviction.” 

Through the clever work of our agents, the broker who 
received a number of requests from Riddell for worthless 
bonds, previously sold at public auction, was located. He 
proved to be not only a reputable business man of high 
standing, but his suspicions of the purchase of the worth- 
less bonds negotiated by telegraph in 1925, caused him to 
retain with care the original records, covering every phase 
of the transaction. The broker was good enough to leave 
his business in New York to testify and another witness, 
whose familiarity with the terms of the reorganization 
qualified him as an expert, supplied vital evidence that 
swept aside the prisoner’s carefully constructed alibi. 

Riddell was given a three year sentence. 


Watch New Customers’ Florida Checks 


NE YORK city and its suburbs were 
recently visited by one of the most 
daring woman forgers. MARION BRAZ- 
IER (2181), with more than a hundred 
aliases, has been successfully operating 
against banks for a number of years. Police 
records show that following her last arrest 
she escaped from the Bergen County, N. J., 
jail by sawing the bars in the window of 
her cell. 

The Brazier woman is now successfully 
carrying on her swindles together with two 
accomplices, who are known as FLOR- 
ENCE BAUER (2182) and a man calling 
himself “CARPENTER” (2183). They 
have been working along the following 
lines: The woman (Mrs. Brazier), enters a 
bank where she opens 
an account with $200 
in cash, giving a fic- 
titious local address. 
The next day she with- 
draws $190 in cash and 
deposits a check, usually 
for about $2000 drawn 
on Florida bank. 
After waiting five days, 
the man or woman ac- 
complice appears at the 
bank and starts draw- 
ing money on the uncol- 
lected item. In most 
cases almost the entire 
amount of the large 


check is withdrawn, before word is received 
that it is worthless. Their recent success is 
due to the slow mail communication experi- 
enced on Florida checks. 
This woman is described as being about 
35 to 40 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches tall; 
plump build, snappy brown eyes, dark com- 
plexion ; is heavily rouged and gives the im- 
pression of being an actress. The other 
woman is described as about 30 years of 
age, tall, well proportioned; has red hair; 
is exceedingly dignified and usually fash- 
ionably dressed, also very much rouged. 
The man is either Italian or Jewish and 
sometimes appears at the bank dressed as a 
laborer. He is about 30 years of age, 5 
C feet 8 or 9 inches tall, of heavy build, weigh- 
ing about 170 pounds. 
He was recently ar- 
rested at Westfield, N. 
J., where he used the 
name of Al. Fink, and 
is held under $7,500 bail 
at the County jail in 
Elizabeth, N. J. The 
two women are still at 
large and will probably 
resume operations with 
a new accomplice, 
Should they appear, use 
a suitable pretext for 
delay to call in the 


One of the checks drawn by Marion Brazier last year police. 
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Business Side of Crime Revealed 


bandits and their “fences,” in the 

Whittemore gang, the New York police 
broke up one of the most daring and 
strongly organized bznds of gunmen in this 
country. As usual in the case of complete 
roundups of criminals so widely organized 
and including so many individuals, confes- 
sions came thick and fast in a desperate at- 
tempt to save themselves by casting their 
lot with the state. 

Although the complete confession of one 
prisoner, only part of which the authorities 
dared to publish, revealed the most deliber- 
ate business-like methods and affiliations for 


| N a recent roundup of nine murderous 


Mowrey Prospecting 
J. MOWREY (2044), 


a smooth, old offender, is now working 
along the west coast, possibly in California. 
This criminal has proved his versatility time 
and again and should be guarded against. 
He usually comes into a bank and requests 
advice regarding good legal representation 
and, after several weeks of negotiation, with 
an accomplice located in a distant city, 
Mowrey’s lawyer finally receives a check 
represented as in settlement for damages. 
The check is generally indorsed by the at- 
torney; however, it is sometimes cashed by 
banks merely on the latter’s recommenda- 
tion. Subsequently, the check comes back 
marked “no account.” 

This operator has only recently served 
time in a western penitentiary, but is again 
out prospecting looking for some easy money. 


the prompt and profitable disposal of their 
loot as to startle the authorities, their elab- 
orate organization is not uncommon in the 
larger cities. 

In refusing to publish the greater portion 
of the confession, the prosecuting attorney 
declared, “The confession details the opera- 
tions of this gang, and would have a tre- 
mendous effect in corrupting the youth of 
the land. Paladino has told just how the 
gang operated and how highly systematized 
was the crime corporation which the mem- 
bers had formed. The confession shows 
just how banditry on a scale as sweeping as 
this was can be done. The Whittemore 


Theophilus J. Mowrey 


He is described as being about 68 years of 
age, 5 feet 5 inches tall, weighs 133 pounds; 
has grey hair, light grey eyes, and a sallow 
complexion. 


band was the most highly organized I ever 
heard of. They had planned to operate on 
a national scale, with a million dollars in 
prospect as loot.” 

Although the leader and most of the mem- 
bers of this gang are less than twenty-six 
years of age, they had prison records and 
were capable, after quick organization, of 
successful criminal warfare against bankers 
and business men and particularly jewelers. 
In view of their careful planning and selec- 
tion of unsuspecting and unguarded victims, 
their daring successes should arouse all 
thinking bankers to a proper respect for the 
dangers in the situation. 


Costly Introduction 


in a small Virginia town, 
a man and wife successfully negotiated 
a forged check in the following manner: A 
director of the local bank was approached 
by “Mr. and Mrs. Hazlewood,” and was 
convinced that they had formerly lived 
there. The husband claimed that he lost 
all his money in a Western farm, but that 
his wife still had $12,000 which she wanted 
deposited in a local bank. Being properly 
introduced by the director it was an easy 
matter to have a check cashed. Of course, 
the operators left town: immediately after 
collecting. Their descriptions follow: 

The man is about 28 years of age, six 
feet tall, weighing about 135 pounds; clean 
shaven; neat appearing and affecting gray 
clothes. The woman is about the same 
build and age. 


Check Kiter Badly Wanted 


OSEPH KIRKOWITZ (2184), alias 
Joseph Kurby, alias M. Markowitz, alias 
Harry Fields, is a dangerous worthless 
check operator who has been imposing upon 
bankers, especially in the east, for several 
years. He has exacted a heavy toll from 


‘member banks as a result of unusual ability 


to pass worthless instruments. 

His plan involves the opening of ac- 
counts in five or six banks in a city, each 
account being kept active by making regular 
deposits of cash and checks. These checks 


are all good, payable in different names and 


Joseph Kirkowitz 


are readily paid through the clearings. 
Within hearing distance of the bankers, the 
operator discusses the advisability of start- 
ing in business. Trouble begins a few days 
later when he suddenly appears at each 
bank with numerous checks on out of town 
banks and deposits them in the usual man- 
ner, bringing his account up to more than 
a thousand dollars in each bank. The next 
day, as soon as the bank opens, he is on 
hand to inform a friendly teller that he is 
in need of ready cash for fixtures in the 
new store. Strangely enough, he manages 
to cash checks for large amounts against 


4 


the uncollected items deposited only the day 
before. 

This operator has abso used the aliases of 
“Cohen,” A. Goldman, M. Dexter, M. 
Hattner, Sam Susman, L. Lefkof, Ben Ru- 
bins, J. Phillips, H. Heller and numerous 
others, for the most part Jewish. He is 
described as being slightly more than 40 
years of age, about 5 feet 5 inches tall, 
weighing about 126 pounds, of medium 
build; has a medium sallow complexion, 
dark eyes and black hair. His general ap- 
pearance is that of a Hebrew of Russian 
extraction. 


w 


A check for $100 that this operator of many aliases put over 


| 


a 


4 AMERICAN BANKERS ASSOCIATION JOURNAL 


May, 1926 


Look Out for Miller’s Checks 


DEC 9 


To THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK > 
OF SAN FRANCISCO 


The Goo. P. Co. Ine. 


A check ‘Miller drew on a San Francisco bank 


W. MILLER (1945), according to all 
J @ reports has been working Texas and 
Oklahoma quite extensively and was last 
heard of passing bogus checks in the smaller 
towns of Arkansas. Miller is a dangerous 
operator and member banks should guard 
against the cashing of checks for any 
stranger, represented as being connected 
with a reputable firm such as the Lambert 
Pharmacal Company or possibly some ficti- 
tious concern, the name of which appears 
printed on checks he attempts to negotiate. 


Recently Miller has been drawing his checks 
against the National Bank of Commerce, St. 
Louis, Mo. Some of his aliases follow: J. 
W. Smith, J. W. Crawford, C. C. Pierce, 
C. R. Ryan, John Parker, J. W. Nelson, J. 
W. Lewis, C. W. Lewis, Leonard More- 
house, J. H. Anderson, Wm. C. Buford, W. 
C. Markham, etc. 

He is about 33 years of age, 5 feet 10 
inches tall, weighs about 150 pounds; has 
black hair, dark eyes, dark complexion and 
is smooth shaven. 


A Motherly Crook Succeeds 


- 


Youncsrown, Ou10, 


One of the checks successfully passed by May Paulson. 


AY F. PAULSON (2187), the woman 
operator of a hundred aliases, is 
again busy passing worthless checks. She 
was last heard from in Kansas, where, dur- 
ing the past month, she negotiated a num- 
ber of bogus instruments. This operator 
is a dangerous motherly type whose story 
rings true because of her inherent ability to 
act the part of a respectable mother and 
housewife. 

Usually posing as a new arrival in town, 
she opens an account with a draft on a 
foreign bank, and, by virtue of her seem- 
ingly straightforward story, manages to 
have a check cashed in order to tide her 
over for awhile. 

Among others, she has used the follow- 
ing aliases: Mrs. J. Esters, Mrs. Clara Holt, 
Helen Powelson. She is described as being 
about 40 years of age, 5 feet 3 or 4 inches 
tall, 150 pounds in weight; has a dark com- 


plexion, and dark hair. She usually affects 
a long black coat and an old hat. 


Moll Under Arrest 


ARL B. MOLL (2186), formerly a 

Methodist preacher whose credentials 
have been revoked, is under arrest at Dan- 
ville, Va. For a long time Moll imposed on 
religiously inclined people throughout the 
south by passing worthless checks drawn 
against a Jackson, Miss., bank. Moll has 
been known to assume the guise of an 
evangelist; hold protracted meetings for a 
period of ten days at a time, before passing 
his worthless paper. He never hesitated to 
deliver a sermon and is a convincing, in- 
teresting talker. Victimized banks will 
kindly swear out detainer warrants in order 
that he may be punished for his misdeeds. 


Lire Swindler Strikes 
Again 
CATANOSO (1673), alias Joseph D 
¢ Cassoro, alias Francesco Lolli, has 
again made his appearance. Our agents in- 
form us that he operated last in Reading, 
Pa., where he opened a real estate office and 
bank account with a local institution, using 
the name of Jules Vivian. For a time, he 
drew checks for various amounts having 
them certified and using them for purchases 
of foreign money. 

Finally, having established his credit and 
agreeable relations with the people he dealt 
with, he drew several large checks, forged 
their certification and negotiated them on a 
Saturday afternoon, just before the banks 
closed. This operator is very dangerous and 
every member bank should be particularly 
watchful for this Italian, who poses as a 
newcomer in town, opens a new business and 
trades extensively with certified checks. He 
is described as being about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing about 160 to 
170 pounds, is built stockily, has a medium 
complexion, black hair and dark eyes. 


Grossman Operating 


HARLES GROSSMAN (2185) has for 
many years operated against banks’ in 
this country and Mexico. He is a worth- 
less check operator, who has made this form 
of swindling pay him heavy dividends over 
a long period of time and is extremely 
dangerous wherever he undertakes to oper- 
ate. He is now in the vicinity of New 
York City or one of the neighboring cities 
in the east and seldom changes his name, 
operating mainly against banks and hotels. 
Grossman's favorite stunt is that of open- 
ing a bank account, depositing a large check, 
drawn against a Texas bank, then buying 
traveler’s checks, either at the time the 
deposit is made, or a day or two after. He 
also uses his passbook in cashing paper at 
hotels. This fellow has spent some time in 
Mexico and may enter into a discussion on 
that country. Though of Jewish extraction 
he affects'a Spanish accent when speaking 
English. He is described as about 48 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing about 
170 pounds and has an extremely dark 
tanned skin. 
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Another Concealable Weapon 


Writ versed in all the new methods of 
his particular game, the professional 
criminal today cannot afford to remain 
static; and a good medium for perfecting 
his education is the press. Recent arrests 
and confessions of notorious criminals have 
been so vividly displayed in the newspapers 
that a natural reaction has set in. 

Reports are coming from various parts 
of the country to the effect that holdup men 
are using handcuffs instead of binding their 
victims as formerly. Last year two daring 
bandits held up a bank in Illinois by parad- 
ing as bank examiners. The newspapers 
gave this unique crime wide publicity, and 
now a pair of California bandits tried the 


same method with considerable success. 
Through the use of forged credentials they 
had all the money and securities brought be- 
fore them, so they found it a comparatively 
easy matter to take what they wanted. 
The bandits’ use of handcuffs on law 
abiding citizens brings a new element of 
danger, and member banks should prevail 
upon merchants selling weapons in their 
communities to stop selling handcuffs to 
people not entitled to carry them. Anybody 
handcuffed to a radiator is in a decidedly 
sad plight during a holdup with no chance 
for self-protection, nor the opportunity to 
retaliate by prompt notice to the authorities. 


A Warning Heeded 


E. NORRIS (1550), the subject of 
¢@ warnings published in the April and 
December 1925 issues of this Section, was 
recently arrested and is now held in the 
New Bloomfield jail, Perry County, Pa. A 
Baltimore banker interested in the prosecu- 
tion of this criminal reports that the arrest 
was due to quick action being given to our 
warnings which were readily recalled by the 
bank employee when another worthless 
check was presented for payment. 

Although arrests frequently result from 
warnings broadcast through this Section, 
‘our files show that sometimes criminals re- 
appear at other banks and are permitted to 
leave without restraint after warnings are 
sounded even though their operations are 
featured with photographs and handwriting 
specimens. Such carelessness is incon- 
sistent with the banker’s reputation for ex- 
ercising due care, and we must again urge 
that these warnings be properly distributed 
so that all those dealing with the public 
may give them effect. 

Norris has also used the names of W. E. 
Good, G. M. Prosser, Harry Schaeffer, W. 
W. Barden and E. T. Lauber. He is being 
held in New Bloomfield, Pa., under the 
name of Barden, but his true name is said 
to be Lauber. All victims of this man 
should immediately forward detainer war- 
rants to Sheriff Harry B. Ulsh at New 
Bloomfield. 


Confidence Game 


SING the name of a local depositor, a 
forger recently entered a bank and ap- 
proaching one of the officials confidently in- 
quired, “How do I stand with my account 
here?” Upon being told, he withdrew for 
a moment and later approached a different 
teller to have a check cashed. The teller 
appealed to the official, whom the operator 
had seen first, and was told that the ac- 
count was O. K. The check was promptly 
cashed, but realization of the fraud suf- 
fered the usual delay until the real depositor 
complained of a shortage in his balance. 
This operator also worked against other 
Ohio banks along the same lines and our 
agents give the following description: about 
30 to 35 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
145 pounds in weight; is of slender build 
and has black hair. 


Suriano Skips 


Frank Suriano 


ERTAIN forms of delinquencies seem 

to come in floods. We have already 
laid stress on the fact that introductions to 
banks, even by the most respected depositor, 
do not always mean that the man being 
introduced is worthy of credit in the form 
of cash. 

Recently, in Portland, Ore, FRANK 
SURIANO (2190) obtained work with a 
responsible organization in that city. His 
employers took him to their bank and in- 
troduced him to the officers for the purpose 
of facilitating his cashing of checks. It all 
worked nicely for a while, but when he was 
ready the operator put over a fast one and 
disappeared 


Correction 


le last month’s issue of this publication, 
we inadvertently published the name of 
F. Winston Johns in the caption of the ar- 
ticle and under the photograph of FRANK 
B. SLIGER (2164), an operator who is 
abusing the former’s good name in defraud- 
ing banks and hotels throughout Florida. 
Mr. Johns is a responsible citizen of St. 
Louis, but his impersonator is a dangerous 
forger. 
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Birds of Passage 


hag migrating individual will always be 
a problem to the banker. Those lacking 
the stability of character to settle down 
to honest work and a normal existence 
are apt to stray from the straight and 
narrow path. This unfortunate turn is fre- 
quently occasioned by stern necessity, and 
a hungry man, of small intellect, is but 
an animal consumed with a single obsession. 
He must eat. 

Potential criminals are launched upon 
their careers of crime through just such 
an emergency. They “pull off” a stunt once 
—eat regularly while the money lasts, and 
then having become fugitives from justice, 
unwittingly continue outlawing them- 
selves because of the peculiar trend of the 
criminal mind, which causes them to look 
upon life from an entirely abnormal angle. 

For this reason, if for none other, bank- 
ers should exert the utmost care in their 
dealings with transients. There is particular 
need for the exercise of such diligence in 
such boom centers as Southern California 
and Florida, where the “drones” of the 
human race foregather—lured by the cli- 
mate, as well as the promise of easy living. 

Cashing checks for strangers is only a 
minor phase of the criminal possibilities 
open tothe unscrupulous. Bankers should, 
through careful study of the various meth- 
ods of criminal operations, draft rules gov- 
erning every phase of the work of those 
of their employees, who of necessity come 
in contact with the public. An _ honest 
seeker for a business favor should not re- 
sent a request to establish his identity and 
true financial responsibility. Resentment, 
on the part of a new customer, in such 
matters, may be a mask for ego, or a crim- 
inal streak hidden somewhere within him. 
Otherwise, such procedure is considered 
good business. 


Hurd Is Being Sought 
for Holdup 


Edward Hurd 


DWARD HURD (2188) is now being 
sought by the authorities for his part 
in the holdup of a member bank in Joppa, 
Ill. Hurd is an ex-convict and has been 
implicated in this holdup together with 
Arthur Rice and Thomas Toler. Some of 
the aliases used by this man are, Earl Hill, 
alias Ray Devan, alias Riley Harris. 
He is described as 28 years of age, 5 feet 
8 inches tall, weighing 135 pounds, of me- 
dium build; has medium complexion, light 
hair and brown eyes. He is supposed to 
have been born in Kentucky and is a 
laborer. - 
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Checks Drawn on Liberty National 


as Alvin D. Goldman of the Lesser- 
Goldman Cotton Company, St. Louis, Mo., 
a forger is meeting with success in nego- 
tiating checks ostensibly issued by that 
firm and drawn on the Liberty National 
Bank of St. Louis. Although the Lesser- 
Goldman Cotton Company are cotton mer- 
chants of high reputation in the trade, there 
is no bank named the Liberty National 
Bank in St. Louis. These bogus checks were 
first negotiated in New York City upon 
persons guillible enough to accept such 


Fake Dr. Pope 


ALLING himself GEORGE H. POPE, 
M. D. (2191), a crook recently visited 
Atlanta, Ga., where he entered a bank and 
presented a letter supposedly written by an 
officer of the Guarantee Trust Corporation 
of Athens, Ga., to the effect that the sub- 
ject was known to this company for many 
years and had done considerable business 
with that institution. After being introduced 
to other officers of the bank, he expressed 
the desire to open an account, which started 
with a bogus check drawn on the First Na- 
tional Bank of Louisville, Ky. Telegrams to 
the various institutions brought forth the 
information that Dr. Pope was unknown. 
Fortunately, the bank suffered no loss, 
though a check was received through the 
clearings which had been cashed by a 
depositor. The would-be doctor is described 
as about 45 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall, weighing about 165 pounds; having 
dark hair, slightly gray; is slightly deaf; 
middle finger missing on right hand; is a 
neat dresser, a very effective talker and has 
the appearance of a successful physician. 


A Transient Operator 


E. JACKSON (2192) oper- 
ated in Uniontown, Ohio, in February 
and March where he opened an account with 
a local bank. His first two deposits were 
cash, after which he deposited several 
checks on an out of town bank. Later he 
drew checks, cashing them at the bank and 
throughout town. All the checks he de- 
posited were worthless. 

He has used the aliases of R. Cordray, 
and H. E. Jones, and is described as being 
5 feet 11 inches tall, weighs about 140 to 
150 pounds; has a hook nose, thin face, dark 
hair, and limps with a crippled right foot. 
He is traveling in a Ford touring car and 
is accompanied by his wife and one or two 
small children. 


Slipshod Methods 


CARELESS depositor is often the 

source of a great deal of trouble to 
bankers. Recently a Boston bank suffered 
loss through the ignorance of its customer, 
a furniture dealer, located in a section of 
the city infested with gangs. This business 
man one day called upon a _ pool-room 
hanger-on to make a deposit of several 
checks and cash for him. Shortly after, a 
stranger called for the business man’s can- 


worthless paper, but according to last re- 
ports, the scene of activities has been 
changed to Kansas City, Mo. The operator 
appears to be thoroughly familiar with St. 
Louis and the cotton business and_ boasts 
acquaintance with J. T. Milliken and well 
known bankers in St. Louis. 

We are unable to supply a complete de- 
scription, but are informed that the operator 
is about 36 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall, stout build and has decidedly Jewish 
features. 


celled checks and monthly statement and 
the cry that a loss was sustained came im- 
mediately after. The bank, unfortunately, 
is the loser due to the slipshod manner of 
doing business on the part of its customer. 


Wanted in Indiana 


August A. Shapiro 


UGUST A. SHAPIRO (2193) re- 
cently left his home town, Gary, Ind., 
deserting his family and forging his eldest 


son’s name to a large check, which he . 


cashed. From all reports, it is the belief 
of our agents that Shapiro has gone to 
Florida, where he may become troublesome. 
Shapiro is about 5 feet 7 inches tall, 210 
pounds in weight; is plentifully tattooed, 
having the letters W. H. on right arm. He 
has relatives living in Citronella, Ala., with 
whom he may communicate, usually fre- 
quents liquor dispensaries and sometimes 
works as a chef. 


Woman Forger 


Aare woman forger using the 
names of people known to have ac- 
counts with department stores, is busy 
swindling banks and merchants along the 
west coast. She is most active in and about 
San Francisco. 

This operator usually enters a department 
store and after making her purchases, in- - 
variably pays with a check drawn against 
the account of one whose charge account 
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she knows to be O.K. Our agents give the 
following description of the operator: 30 to 
35 years of age, about 5 feet 2 inches tall, 
weighs about 120 pounds; of slender build; 
had dark, bobbed hair, blue eyes, dark com- 
plexion. 


Providence Checks 


AST month’s issue of this Section re- 
counted the activities of a group of 
colored operators, working under the name 
of the Providence Realty Company. Since 
then, more checks have been passed by this 
group of criminals who have been par- 
ticularly active in eastern Pennsylvania and 
southern New York. Checks have been 
coming through from Allentown and Coates- 
ville, Pa, and Poughkeepsie, N. Y. The 
names appearing on the checks are Rev. 
W. B. Alexander (2194) and Rev. D. 
H. Kelly (1835). Member banks should 
lay particular stress on advising their em- 
ployees to be on the lookout for them. Un- 
fortunately, we are unable to include in this 
warning any description of the operators, 
but all of their checks are fraudulently 
drawn against the Providence Realty Com- 
pany. 


From Pipestone, Minn. 


ELEN APPLEGATE (2195), alias 

Helen Wilkins, and ROBERT A. 
WILSON (2196), are reported as passing 
checks on distant banks in Los Angeles and 
throughout the southern portion of Cali- 
fornia. These operators bear the earmarks 
of responsible people and have been suc- 
cessful in having their checks cashed across 
the counter. Invariably, however, these are 
returned marked “No Account” or “Ac- 
count Closed,” 

The woman operator also has a time 
certificate belonging to Helen Wilkins on 
the First National Bank of Pipestone, Minn. 
It is on the latter bank that she is draw- 
ing her checks and member banks should 
guard against being mulcted by these two. 


TA. A. Ub Ler 


Warning 


R C. BAKER (2197) until recently a 
# favored bootlegger in and about Tulsa, 
Okla., suddenly disappeared from his regular 
haunts following the cashing of a check 
which has since been adjusted a forgery. 
The operator is described as about 35 years 
of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 185 
to 190 pounds; has dark heavy hair, large 
black bushy eyebrows and is a_ neat 
dresser. 


I BARKER (2198) is wanted by the 
¢ authorities in Portland, Ore., on charge 
of forgery. Barker was employed as fore- 
man by a large manufacturing concern in 
Linnton, Ore. Recently when paying off, one 
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of Barker’s men was absent for the day. 
That night Barker left his job without 
leave and took the absent working man’s 
check with him. This check was cashed the 
next day in Portland, bearing a forged in- 
dorsement. Barker is described as about 
35 years of age; 5 feet 6 inches tall, weigh- 
ing about 155 pounds, and has light hair. 


Styling himself as C. E. BARNES 
(2199), J. D. Stephens is busy passing 
forged checks. Barnes, in some manner has 
obtained signatures of prominent business 
men and is reproducing them on _ paper, 
which he is passing among merchants of 
the smaller towns in Oklahoma. Member 
banks should carefully scrutinize all checks 
of their depositors before making payment 
on them. 


W. L. BROWN (2200), colored, recently 
defrauded member banks in Easton, Pa., 
where he opened savings accounts and de- 
posited checks drawn against the American 
National Bank, of Denver, Colo. ap- 
parently drdwn by the City Realty Co. 
signed R. L. Polk, treasurer, and made out 
to the operator. After several days, the 
operator returned and deposited additional 
checks drawn on the Bankers Trust Com- 
pany, Indianapolis, Ind: This time, he re- 
quested a certain amount of cash and got 
it. The operator is a negro about 30 to 
35 years of age, 6 feet tall, weighing about 
170 pounds and presenting a good ap- 
pearance. 


ELMER BLAND (2201), a farm hand, 
is passing bad checks in Arkansas, where 
he worked for a short time on a farm. 
Member banks should guard against the 
cashing of checks for this young transient 
who claims to have funds in banks at 
Tuckerman or Newport, Ark. He is deé- 
scribed as being about 21 years of age, 5 
feet 10 inches tall; slender build; has dark 
hair, red or ruddy complexion and claims 
Tennessee to be his home. 


JOHN C. COLLINS (2202) is wanted 
in San Francisco for having cashed a check 
which later proved to be a forgery. Collins 
used the name of a well known woman, who 
is an old depositor at the bank where the 
instrument was negotiated. 


E. M. DARNALT (2203) alias J. R. 
Higgin, alias Leonard J. Pyle, alias Edwin 
or Edward M. Darnalt, some time ago im- 
posed upon a Detroit, Mich., bank. He, as 
a supposed manager of a local importing 
concern, obtained the proper type of in- 
troduction to a bank, following which he 
opened an account. The checks he depos- 
ited were all drawn on foreign banks. Mean- 
while, he was permitted to draw against 
them but was gone before the time the 
checks were returned marked “No Ac- 
count.” This operator has traveled the 
country extensively and.usually flaunts let- 
ters and references ostensibly written by the 
Bank of London, Mexico City. 


A negro known as WILLIAM HENRY 
DISHROOM (2204) raised a check in 
Columbia, La., recently and left town. This 
man usually obtains work as a plasterer or 
a cement and concrete worker and was last 


heard of in Vicksburg, Miss. He some- 
times uses the alias of Will Henry Thomas 
and is described as being about 30 to 35 
years of age, five feet 9 inches tall, weigh- 
ing about 150 to 165 pounds, and is very 
black. 


An operator styling himself as CHAS. 
DOCKERY (2205), while sojourning in 
Miami, Fla., recently proved the contention 
that aiding a down and outer is risky busi- 
ness. Dockery, in time of stress, was be- 
friended by a prominent business man, who 
loaned him a small sum in the form of a 
check. Shortly afterwards an item for a 
larger amount was cashed through the 
clearings and proved to be a_ forgery. 
Dockery, of course, has disappeared. Our 
agents are doing their utmost to apprehend 
him, but he has thus far succeeded in cover- 
ing up his tracks. Member banks should al- 
ways be suspicious of cashing checks for 
strangers, and especially those who dis- 
play sudden affluence. 


A clever forger known as CHARLES O. 
FULLER (2206), has been successfully 
negotiating forged checks throughout 
Michigan. The operator had checks printed 
ostensibly for the Carnation Milk Company 
on the National Bank of Commerce of 
New York City. Michigan member banks 
are advised to guard against cashing this 
type of check for stangers. The following 
characteristics are especially noted: The 
word “secretary,” abbreviated, is spelled 
“sect.,” also the term, “auditor” is spelled 
“aditor,” and the name “Carnation Milk 
Company” is printed below the signature 
line, which is unusual. 


Member banks along the Pacific Coast 
should be on guard against the appearance 
of CHARLES J. JENSEN (2209). While 
in Vallejo, Calif., Jensen cashed a check, 
which proved to be a forgery. He is an ex- 
naval man of foreign extraction, who sud- 
denly disappeared from his usual haunts. 

Jensen is about 24 years of age, 5 feet 10 
or 11 inches tall, weighing about 159 
pounds ; has sandy hair, blue eyes, a reddish 
complexion; is built along slender lines and 
generally affects army breeches, a leather 
jacket, light cap and high laced boots. 


JAMES E. HUNTER (2208), alias 
Frank Hust, an auto mechanic, parades for 
the most part as a “Burn’s Man” on special 
duty. This man was never connected with 
our detective agents but is wanted hy the 
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Virginia Bankers Association on charges of 
defrauding banks. Because of his ability as 
a mechanic he secures work in a garage or 
opens a place of business of his own. He 
is a talkative young man and soon makes 
himself well liked by the young folks, 
especially in church circles. 

This operator is about 35 years of age, 
5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing. about 185 
pounds; very erect; has a smooth, round, 
pink face with a powder mark on his nose 
and chin. His eyes are extremely wie open 
and large. 


tet 


An unknown operator is responsible for 
several checks cashed in and about Chicago, 
which bear forged endorsements. This man 
is very daring in negotiating his paper 
across the counter. Member banks should 
guard against the paying out of funds to 
a man who is described as being about 30 
to 35 years of age; about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall; weighing about 175 pounds; has dark 
brown hair and is smooth shaven. 


Lost Certified Check 


INDLY watch for a certified check on 

the American Exchange-Pacific National 
Bank, 470 Broadway, New York City, pay- 
able to M. J. Murphy, in the sum of $8,695.84. 
The check bears number 10346, is dated April 
26, 1926, and the name of the Monroe Ex- 
press Co., T. A. Kenny, Jr., Treasurer, ap- 
pears as maker. This check has been lost, 
and if presented for payment, it will bear 
a forged indorsement, consequently all 
member banks are requested to hold same 
and immediately notify the interested bank. 


aH C. JONES (2210), alias B. J. Thorne, 
@ has been active in Coleman, Tex., 
where he passed several bogus checks, 
supposedly issued by the Phillips Petroleum 
Co., Inc., of Texas. The checks are drawn 
on the First National Bank, Fort Worth, 
Tex. A special check has been printed by 
the operator and we are reproducing one 
of them to impress member banks with the 
form which is being passed upon unwary 
business men and bankers by an unscru- 
pulous criminal. 


O.. INC. OF TEXAS Ne 903 


EXPENSE ACCOU! 


FORT WORTH. TExas._Mar.20, 1926. 
DoLLars 


PHILLIPS P 
LLIPS PETROLEUM CO.. INC. OF TEXAS 


To THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
One of the bogus Phillips Petroleum Company checks 
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Reviving An Old One 


EVERAL New York banks have suf- 

fered recently at the hands of a worth- 
less check operator known as G. A. 
KESTLER (2211), alias A. R. Callander. 
Kestler opened an account with a fairly 
large check drawn on a_ foreign bank. 
Within the next few days he deposited ad- 
ditional checks, which were also on out of 
town banks but during this time he man- 
aged to have a check cashed. After a few 
days the bank realized it was out the 
amount of the check cashed by the opera- 
tor, as all the paper deposited by him were 
returned worthless. This man is described 
as being about 45 years of age, 5 feet 8 
inches tall, weighing about 160 pounds; is 
stockily built; has a light, somewhat flushed 
complexion, light blue eyes; dresses well, 
and is apparently an American by birth. 


$5707 


JAMES E. McCOY, Jr. (2212) is 
wanted in Daytona Beach, Fla., charged 
with passing a check, on which he forged 
the name of his employer, a prominent 
business man. McCoy was known to the 
bankers through having cashed other checks 
made out by his employer. This made it 
smooth sailing for him in negotiating the 
forged instrument. He left town soon 
after. McCoy is about 23 to 24 years of 
age, 5 feet 9 inches tall; weighing about 
145 pounds; having black hair, parted in 
the center; brown eyes and a dark com- 
plexion; has a pleasing personality and is 
a very neat dresser. He is also an expert 
chauffeur and soda fountain dispenser. 


A. A. McRAE (2213) is passing worth- 
less checks drawn on the First National 
Bank, Attelboro, Mass. He _ represents 
himself as being connected with the McRae 
and Keeler Company of Attelboro, Mass., 
although he has not been with that firm for 
three years. He was last heard from in 
Richmond, Va., and has been operating ex- 
tensively throughout the south. 


JOHN I. PARKS (2214), alias A. E. 
Parks, is passing worthless drafts through- 
out Arkansas. These drafts are usually 
drawn on the American Exchange National 
Bank, Dallas, Tex., and are supposedly 
made out by his mother, Mrs. A. E. Parks. 
It is quite possible that this operator also 
uses the names of other banks, either in 
Texas or Arkansas. Member banks should 
guard against Parks who is described as 
follows: Comparatively young; about 5 feet 
8 inches tall; weighs about 150 pounds; 
usually wears a blue suit of clothes and a 
light hat. 


Forged Pay Checks 


ANKS, throughout the country, lose 
thousands of dollars annually through 
the cashing of so-called pay checks. These 
instruments rarely exceed the amount of a 


weekly stipend and for this reason are easily 
negotiated, either by a merchant or across 
the counter in a bank. A suit of working 
clothes, a begrimed appearance often prove 
sufficient background for this form of 
swindle. 

Recently an operator calling himself 
RAMON PERATO (2215) negotiated this 
type of instrument using the name of a 
prominent Los Angeles business man. The 
operator is described as being a Mexican, 
about 5 feet 4 inches tall, weighing about 
130 pounds, stocky build, has an olive com- 
plexion, smooth shaven, has dark hair, dark 
eyes. He affects a black coat, khaki shirt 
and pants, tan leather leggins and a gray 
cap. 


G. E. RICHERD (2216) obtained pos- 
session of a passbook and blank checks on 
the Bank of Slidell, La., recently by open- 
ing an account with a supposed certified 
check drawn against a Florida institution. 
This operator negotiated for a garage loca- 
tion and was introduced at the bank by 
people he had been dealing with. Through 
the exercise of care the bank lost nothing 
but other bankers are warned to be on 
the lookout for Richerd, who is middle 
aged, about 6 feet tall, weighing about 200 
pounds, has dark complexion and_ usually 
affects dark brown clothes. 


L. SIMPSON (2217) worked Rialto, 
Cal., where he passed a number of checks 
amounting to a considerable sum. This 
operator may try to duplicate his stunt else- 
where and member banks would do well 
to be on the lookout for a man with heavy 
eyebrows and lashes, a slim-thin face and 
a very pointed chin. 


A negro calling himself WILLIAM 
TAYLOR (2218), alias Samuel Scott, man- 
aged to ingratiate himself in the minds of 
two elderly people in Houston, Tex., whose 
names he later used in forging several 
checks. Member banks should watch for 
this negro who becomes very helpful to 
their customers in the matter of banking. 


A light colored negro operator, calling him- 
self WILL THOMPSON (2219), alias Gil- 
bert Owl, alias Uhl, is working somewhere 
in the west, and no doubt, passing bad paper 
whenever he can. He travelled in a new 
Ford coupe, bearing dealers license plate 
No. 3339 and passed a number of forgeries 
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in Los Angeles before leaving there and 
member banks elsewhere should be on their 
guard against his reappearance. This opera- 
tor is about 20 years of age, is profusely tat- 
tooed, with a double figure 8 on one hand 
and a nude woman on his forearm. 


FRANK L. WALKER (2220) is forg- 
ing checks throughout Oklahoma and 
other western states by resorting to a plan 
which seems to be very effective. He ap- 
proaches a merchant and represents him- 
self as an outside man of a mercantile sales 
company. After arranging to stage a sale 
for the merchant, a contract is drawn from 
which he obtains a specimen of the mer- 
chant’s signature, he passes checks bearing 
duplicates of this signature. A warrant has 
been issued for this man’s arrest. Mean- 
while, member banks can prevent loss by 
making certain of a check before cashing it 
for a stranger. 


Arkansas Traveler 


VIRGIL WALTERS (2221), alias 
@ J. D. Wait, alias M. P. Hanks, is 
passing bogus checks in the middle west. 
They are usually drawn against the Bank 
of Scotland, Scotland, Ark., and are made 
out payable to “Self.” As a matter of fact, 
there may be more than one operator in- 
volved. Member banks should, therefore, 
refuse to cash checks for any strangers 
drawn against this bank, unless the reli- 
ability of the person is satisfactorily es- 
tablished. 


Member banks should guard against the 
cashing of checks being issued by J. S. 
WILSON (2222), who claims to be a pub- 
lisher’s representative for the International 
Sales Company, an organization selling 
magazines. This operator, while in Jack- 
son, Miss., obtained a check for $3 from a 
local individual, and raised it to $30. He is 
described as being of the student type, about 
21 years of age. He claims to be attend- 
ing college and is working in this manner 
to pay for his scholarship. 


HE detailed record of arrests and dis- 

positions of forgers, hold-up men, burg- 
lars and confidence men is omitted from 
this issue but the figures are taken into ac- 
count in the following table. 


Statistics of the Protective Department 


Arrests | Arrests 
Awaiting|Reported/Reported 


Trial Since in Total | Con- | charged |Escaped|Awaiting 
Aug. 31,] Aug. 31,] April, victed | or Ac- | Insane | Trial 
1925 192 1926 quitted | or Died 
Forgers, etc... . 180 162 17 179 92 43 7 217 
Burglars...... 57 18 3 21 9 7 2 60 
Holdup robbers.| 202 124 21 145 110 22 8 207 | 
Sneak thieves. . 3 1 1 1 3 
Total. .... 442 305 41 346 211 73 17 | 487 


Fugi- 
Dis- tives Total 


. 
q 
a 
4 
q 
qj 
| | 
; 
a 
q 
4 
4 
| 
A 
| 
. 


Any Frauds or Information Regarding Subjects Described in This Section Should Be Promptly Re- 
ported to the Nearest Office of Our Agents. Protective Services Are Available Only When 
Notice Is Given Within Ten Days | After Discovery of Loss, in Accordance with Reg- 
ulations Which Distinguish Between Preventable and Unpreventable Losses 
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Banks Keep Open 
House for a Lot of 
Crooked Strangers 


OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


CairorniA, Los ANGELES—I. N. Van Nuys Building. Ou10, CLEVELAND.—Swetland Building. 
CALIFORNIA, San Francisco.—First National Bank Building. OKLAHOMA, OxKLaHoMa City.—908 Colcord Building. 


CoLorapo, Denver.—421 Cooper Building. OREGON, PorrLanp.—Yeon Building. 
District or CoLtuMBIA, WASHINGTON.—500 Southern Building. PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA.—Widener Building. 
Forma, MIAMI. —220-221 Calumet Building. PENNSYLVANIA, PittsBurGH.—1108 Diamond Bank Building. 
GrorcIA, ATLANTA.—921-922 Healey Building. TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS.—Bank of Commerce and Trust Building. 
Cx1caco—1020 Otis Building. Texas, Dattas.—207 Mercantile Bank Building. 

Loulstana, New Orteans. — 930-932 New Hibernia Bank Texas, Houston.—1020 Keystone Building. 

; Building. Texas, SAN ANTONIO.—606 Travis Building. 

MarYLAND, BALTIMORE.—Fidelity Building. Satt Lake Crty.—525 Continental Building. 

: MASSACHUSETTS, Boston.—200 Devonshire Street. WasHIncToN, SEATTLE.—L. C. Smith Building. 

| MicuicANn, Derrorr.—Dime Savings Bank Building. WASHINGTON, SPOKANE.—Old National Bank Building. 
MINNESOTA, MINNEAPOLIS.—McKnight Building. 
Missour!, KANSAS Crty.—Ridge Arcade Building. FOREIGN OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM J. BURNS 
Missourr, St. Louis—Railway Exchange Building. INTERNATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY, INC. 


NEBRASKA, OMAHA, 756 Omaha National Bank Building. 
NEw York, BurraLo—D. S. Morgan Building. 

NEw York, New Yorx.—165 Broadway. 

Cincinnatt—1012 Keith’s Theater Building. 


Canapa, MontTREAL.—Transportation Building. 
Canapa, VANcouver.—605 Vancouver Block. 
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Keeping Open House For Crooks 


By JAMES E. BAUM 


Deputy Manager, Protective Department 


INCE 1924, the peak year of bank crimes, the bank- 
ing fraternity has made giant strides in suppressing 
crimes of violence, where life is endangered, but little 
improvement is noted in the volume of forgeries, the 

prevention of which rests well within easy control of the 
banks. 

For years the Protective Section of the Journal has re- 
peatedly sounded the dangers of welcoming strangers with 
cash, merely because they looked good and their stories 
seemed plausible. Every issue gives sad testimony of 
losses resulting from careless banking in honoring the 
paper of new and unidentified “customers” without wait- 
ing for returns from the drawee or issuing bank. 

Opening accounts with a few dollars in cash and a 


“check” that is uncollectible, followed by cash withdrawals. 


thereon is a trick as old as banking, yet this ancient scheme 
continues thriving against unsuspecting bankers with a 
regularity that is monotonous and unwarranted. Sound 
banking practice makes such losses inexcusable, as they 
can be avoided with reasonable care and, therefore, beyond 


APPLING & RODMAN, 


He Pay to che order of PETERS 

THREE MUMORED EIGHTY POUR mune 


WALLEY BANK 
CAL. 


A check Miller cashed in Phoenix under the name of Peters 


199) 
FRESNO, CAL." 
SB_ $554.55 


our authority to investigate under the Protective Commit- 
tee rules. 

In contrast with the commendable progress bankers 
have shown in dealing with criminals of a far more danger- 
ous and violent type—burglars and holdup men—the care- 
lessness displayed against forgery is astonishing in view of 
the -repeated warnings setting forth the exact plan by 
which these simple frauds are executed. This issue fur- 
nishes an apt example in the many warnings that follow. If 
banks victimized by their own credulous attitude would 
always realize they are dealing in a commodity that is the 
crooks’ main objective in avoiding work, they would decline 
these unnecessary risks, and help themselves to relief from 
forgery losses and high insurance rates. Moreover, greater 
care within the bank would give the forger more incentive 
to seek an honest living or ply his trade elsewhere. 

Stop keeping open house for crooked strangers! Instead, 
make them all subjects for absolute proof of identity, 
preferably by indorsements that stand verification. This 
will reduce forgery losses. 


Another Cattle Buyer 


R. OLIVER (2229) claims to have an 

es | ¢ account at the Florida National Bank 
7314 4 in Jacksonville, Fla. On the strength of 
this contention, he is passing bogus checks 
among bankers in Missouri. Upon arrival 
at Columbia, Mo., recently he approached 
a prominent livery man and expressed a 
desire to buy a Holstein herd. The livery 
man took him to the local bank and made 
him acquainted. A few days later, he pro- 
duced a sight draft on the Florida institu- 
tion, the liveryman endorsed it for him and 
the bank cashed it. 

Later, he again visited the bank and 
cashed a sight draft on the Southern Bank 
of Mexico, both drafts being bogus. Oliver 
is traveling with a wife and child; is about 
45 years of age, short of stature, weighing 


@ reason to remember him. He has 
worked extensively throughout the west, 
and enjoyed a brief but profitable stay in 
Phoenix, Arizona, where a felony warrant 
has been issued for his arrest. While there, 
he opened an account in six different banks, 
using cash and a different name in each 
case. 

Representing himself as traveling for a 
large California concern, he engaged a room 
and instructed the landlady to accept mail 
addressed there for his men. He did not 
occupy the room but on the second day 
after opening his accounts deposited out-of- 
town checks in each of the banks, stood 
about and chatted with the tellers and cul- 
tivated them with cigars. 

The third day he again appeared with 
checks on out-of-town banks and managed 
to obtain cash on most of them. Some of 
the names used by this man in Phoenix 
were: C. C. Peters, alias Geo. Bowen, alias 
J. W. Moore, alias W. C. Thomas, alias 


J W. MILLER (2223) is giving banks 


William Thompson. He is described as be- 
ing about 32 years old, about 5 feet 10 
or 11 inches tall, large white prominent 
teeth, blond (some bankers reported him as 
being decidedly dark; looks his victims in 
the eye and spreads his features into a 
winning, friendly smile. Miller is always 
well dressed, affecting dark suits and fawn 
or gray colored hats. 


Fake Pay Checks 


S—- themselves T. J. DAVIS 
(2224) and J. L. MARTIN (2225), two 
individuals are cashing bogus checks at hotels 
and banks, which are drawn against a fic- 
titious account of Spear & Company, on 
the First National Bank of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
They were reported as working in Charles- 
ton, W. Va., and Columbus, Ohio, when 
last heard from. The checks are usually 
drawn for amounts up to $100 and their 
usual story is that the paper represents pay 
for services or commissions. 


about 140 pounds; has sharp features, clean 
shaven, dull looking, not a fluent talker and 
claims to be a veterinary surgeon. 


Uncollected Items 


D. KENADY (2230) put several hot 

@ ones across on Philadelphia bankers 

early in April. Kenady opened accounts at 

various banks in the city, depositing bogus 

out-of-town checks. The following day he 

again appeared and deposited more out of 
town checks. 

On the third day he repeated the transac- 
tion and succeeded in obtaining several hun- 
dred dollars on counter checks. As usual, 
these losses were suffered by the banks hon- 
oring uncollected items. 

Kenady used numerous aliases such as 
J. B. Keenan, alias H. B. Mathews, alias 
R. B. Hawkins, alias S. B. Berkley, etc. 
He is about 40 years of age, 5 feet 8 or 
9 inches tall, weighing about 170 pounds, is 
well built, smooth shaven and a neat dresser. 
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The “Reverend” Alexander Still 
Operating 


STROUDSBURG, pa. Wor 192\o_ 
THE KEYSTONE REALTY COMPANY 
640 S. 3rd St, Stroudsburg, Pa. 


tye 


pay TO THE \ 
ORDER OF_-. 


STROUDSBURG NATIONAL BANK 
STROUDSBURG: Pa. 


One of the “Reverend’s” checks drawn on a Stroudsburg bank 


HE operations of REV. W. B. ALEX- 

ANDER (2194), alias Rev. D. H. 
Kelley, alias James William Jones, alias 
C. W. Henderson, alias Walter Lee Brown, 
have continued since previous warnings con- 
cerning him were broadcast, and he has 
added to his record the aliases of Dr. G. 
B. Welch, R. L. Rogers, R. B. Walker and 
Rev. W. L. Smith. In New Jersey he 
represented himself as a physician, but in 
his last reported crime, the scene of which 
was laid in central New York, he reverted 
to his original practice of impersonating a 
colored clergyman. 

Several banks have been victimized 
through their credulous cashing of un- 
collected items for this negro after he had 
opened a savings account with another 
bogus check. The checks used have been 
ostensibly issued by the Providence Realty 
Company on the High Street Bank, Provi- 


dence, R. I.; the City Realty Company on 
the American National Bank, Denver, Colo.; 
the Hoosier State Realty Company on the 
Bankers Trust Company, Indianapolis, Ind. ; 
the Southern Lumber Company on the 
Stroudsburg National Bank, Stroudsburg, 
Pa. 

It is reported that this negro operator is 
traveling with an accomplice in a Cadillac 
automobile, which may account for our hav- 
ing received the following descriptions: 
About 35 years of age, 5 feet 3 inches tall, 
135 pounds in weight, of a light chocolate 
complexion, wears black clothes, a black 
hat with a round crown; he sometimes 
wears glasses with gold rims and a chain 
to the back of his ear; is neat in appear- 
ance, shows more than ordinary intelligence 
and succeeds in winning over his victims 
with a pleasant smile; 30 to 35 years of 
age, 6 feet tall, weighs about 170 pounds. 


Credulous Banking Facilitates Crime 


Addon A 
Tan 


MIAMI, Front 


A-bogus check for a large amount that Clark drew 


AVING served time as a result of 

former criminal activities, ADDISON 
L. CLARK (2228) is again negotiating 
worthless instruments for large amounts. Re- 
cently, a bogus check drawn for $1280 on 
the Bank’ of Bay Biscayne, Miami, Fia., 
was returned marked “no account.” At 
the time of his arrest in 1915, this operator’s 


luggage contained more than 20 passbooks 
and other paraphernalia necessary to ply his 
trade. 

He has started again and if banks would 
guard against paying funds to strangers on 
uncollected items, this crook might be in- 
duced to seek an honest living. Clark 
seeks to cash checks of large amounts. 
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Gibson Wanted 


Donald Francis Gibson 


ONALD FRANCIS GIBSON (2226), 

alias Glorina, is badly wanted in va- 
rious sections of California on charges of 
forgery. Gibson is traveling with his wife, 
is very persistent in his criminal activities, 
having taken in a large number of bankers. 
He burglarizes offices and after obtaining 
printed checks, uses them on any unsuspect- 
ing victims. 

Gibson has served time in the asylum at 
Patton, Cal., where he was committed in 
1925, when he managed to have himself ad- 
judged insane. A short time later he escaped 
with the aid of his wife. He is 25 years 
old, 5 feet 6% inches tall, weighing about 
150 pounds, has brown hair, brown eyes 
and is a carpenter by trade. Gibson should 
be easily recognized as he is traveling with 
a police dog and a cat, which he calls 
“Prince” and “Lulu,” respectively. 


if Grossman Wanted 


Charles Grossman 


TS activities of CHARLES GROSS- 
MAN (2185) have been given consid- 
erable publicity both in this publication and 
by special circular, and we are now publish- 
ing his photograph, following his identifica- 
tion by three member banks of San Antonio, 
Tex., where he is badly wanted. Grossman 
is probably in the East, but wherever he 
is, he represents a menace to banking. 

This fellow is also known as L. H. 
Schnabel, alias Leonard H. Schnabel. He 
is about 48 years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighs about 170 pounds, stockily built, has 
a dark tanned skin and appears Jewish. He 
knows Mexico and affects a Spanish accent. 


Heed These Warnings 
Many of the operations recounted here 
are mere repetitions of the same crimes by 
the same operators. It will save banks 
money if these warnings are heeded. 
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| grew the past month we have had 
reported to us the work of another 
forger who specializes in the passing of 
bogus certified checks. This operator calls 
himself G. VAIL (2227), alias E. W. 
Gregory, alias H. B. Hertzler. The check 
reproduced above shows that his paper is 
drawn on a non-existent bank at Lancaster, 
Pa.—the Lehigh Trust Company. 


CURRENT IN ALA PARTS 
— of PAY TO THE ORDEROF 


United States 
, This Check is Payable 
r at the 
Current Buying Rate 
for 


Bankers Checks 
on New York 


we accasy tna 


E have frequently admonished mem- 

ber banks to exercise the utmost care 

in cashing traveler’s checks ostensibly issued 

by the Capital City National Bank of In- 

dianapolis, Ind. on the Atlantic Trust 

Company of New York, and bearing the 
name of the United Bankers Association. 

Several members of the bank of crooks 

passing these checks have been apprehended 


Active Old Swindler 


WARRANT has been issued in Shreve- 
port, La., for the arrest of JAMES E. 
a SMITH (1921), whose favorite mode of 
a swindling lies in passing bogus cashier’s 
seth 7 checks. In the beginning of his negotiations. 
Smith invariably uses genuine cashier’s 
q checks and having established himself as a 
eo reputable business man and educating his 
q victims to taking his paper without ques- 
tion, Smith suddenly passes a big check 
and disappears. 

His paper usually gives the name of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank, of Dodge 
City, Kan., as the issuing bank and the Lib- 
erty National Bank, of New York City, as 


20 3 United Bankers Association 


ATLANTIC "TRUST COMPANY Ne 21496 
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| More Bogus Certified Checks 


A bogus certified check on a non-existent bank 


Judging from the general appearance and 
characteristics of these checks, there is a 
probability that Vail is none other than 
JOSEPH KANTER (2138) in our issue 
of April, 1926 (page 3), who has specialized 
in this type of fraud for a long time. Kan- 
ter usually works with an accomplice. It is 
our belief that he is again on the job around 
New York with a new form of check. 


Bogus Traveler’s Checks Still Circulating 


20 | 


FEB 15 1925 


CAPITOL CITY NATIONAL BANK, 
2 IND. 
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A bogus traveler’s check on a non-existent bank 


and convicted. But the fact that these checks 
are still being negotiated shows that others 
are using the same form to obtain easy 
money. They recently passed this form in 
Houston, Tex., and as the banks designated 
on their paper are non-existent, we are 
again reproducing one of the “checks” for 
the purpose of acquainting more bankers 
with the type of paper used. 


the drawee institution. He is constantly 
on the move and resorts to many aliases, 


Jones E, lies Williamson 


Smith is about 63 years old, 5 feet 8 inches 
tall and weighs about 150 pounds. 
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Watch for O’Neil 


James B. O’Neil 


AMES B. O’NEIL (2231), for a time 

employed by a large banking institution 
in Los Angeles, suddenly disappeared with 
Liberty Bonds valued at $176,000. He was 
traced across the country to the East coast 
and, possibly because he was unable to sell 
the bulk of the stolen bonds, some $151,000 
worth were returned to the institution. The 
balance is still missing. 

O’Neil is about 33 years old, about 5 
feet 8 inches tall, and weighing about 155 
pounds; he has blue eyes, dark brown hair, 
and at times wears a short black moustache; 
he has a scar in the corner of his left eye; 
is somewhat bald in front of head and is 
fond of drink and women. He speaks 
Spanish fluently; is a smooth talker, limps 
slightly, likes to go about without his hat, 
and is extremely stubborn and _ persistent 
in manner. This man knows banking and 
may endeavor to secure a position with one 
of our members. Kindly examine the pho- 
tograph and notify our agents immediately 
upon his appearance at your bank. 


Mae Paulson Again? 


K Hoss routine activity of a swindler some- 
times grows monotonous due to the fact 
that the criminal spends considerable time 
developing his plans, and should these prove 
successful, he hates to give them up for 
any other untried scheme to gouge his 
victims. However, the occasional resource- 
fulness of this gentry is startling after the 
trouble has been done. 

As an example of criminal versatility, the 
following episode, which took place in a 
small Kansas town, is very much -to the 
point. A MRS. R. A. WHITE :(1978) en- 
tered a bank and announced that her Aunt 
Emma reputable customer of the bank) 
had vent her there to have a check cashed. 
She spoke intimately of Aunt Emma’s fam- 
ily so the bankers believed her and cashed 
her check. Developments proved that Mrs. 
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White had, that morning, come to town, 
took a room with Aunt Emma and after 
skillfully obtaining the information she 
wanted, managed to hoodwink the bankers 
into cashing her worthless paper. We have 
since learned that this operator is none other 
than Mae Paulson, the notorious forger of 
many aliases. 


Fake Letter of Credit 


bean unsuccessful attempts to de- 
fraud member banks and merchants 
throughout the West have been made by 
one O. K. Baldwin (2232), alias O. R. Bald- 
win. This criminal has apparently spent 
some time in the Hawaiian Islands, where 
he obtained an old letter of credit form 
numbered B-10441, supposedly issued by the 
Bank of Honolulu. He went from San 
Francisco to El Paso, Tex., and from there 
to El Dorado, Ark. Baldwin represents 
himself to be a wealthy sugar refining man 
from the Islands. 


Warning 


Checks made out to BECKER (2233) 
and NOVAK (2234) are being cashed 
quite extensively in Michigan. These 
checks are supposedly drawn against the 
account of the Vita Food Company, an or- 
ganization which went out of business some 
time ago. They are usually for $56 and 
$57 each. Becker is about 33 years of age, 
about 6 feet tall, dark complexion and 
speaks broken English. Novak is about 5 
feet 6 inches tall, has brown eyes, brown 
hair, is smooth shaven and also speaks the 
English language very brokenly. 


P. W. BERDINE (2235) left his home 


and convalescent wife in Waynesburg, Pa., 
recently, accompanied by a woman in a Ford 
car and all indications point to the fact 
that they are headed for the oil fields in 
Texas. Before leaving Pennsylvania, Ber- 
dine forged and negotiated a check pur- 
ported to have been made by his foster 
father. Their money cannot last long and 
member banks should guard against re- 
imbursing this fellow, who may try to pass 
more spurious paper while en route, or in 
Texas. 


A raised check came to light in Onida, 
S. D., recently, which in itself is ample 
proof of the need of educating depositors 
to be careful in the handling of their 
checks. More than a year ago a depositor 
in a bank in Onida gave someone a check 
properly drawn for $1.00. It is believed 
that this was the check that was raised to 
$175 and cashed only recently by an operator 
calling himself WM. BOUGHMAN (2236), 
alias J. S. Walton. A successful investi- 
gation has been hindered due to delay and 
the lax manner in which the depositor 
handled his account. Having failed to keep 
stub records of transactions, he could supply 
no information regarding the raised check 
and the bank is expected to pay for his 
carelessness. s) 


JOHN A. BRABANT (2237) while in 
Houston, Texas, managed to gain posses- 


sion of a letter written to a prominent 
local man by a bank president in Taft, 
Cal. Using this for identification purposes 
he was able to negotiate checks bearing 
the forged name of the man whom the 
letter was sent to. This operator is about 
20 years old, about 6 feet tall, weighing 
about 150 pounds, has dark hair, dark com- 
plexion and is usually well dressed. 


Harry Harvey Brown 


HARRY HARVEY BROWN (2238), 
who for a long time roamed about the 
country cashing bogus and worthless paper 
at hotels and banks, has at last been ar- 
rested in Washington, D. C. This operator 
is being held in that city and member banks 
recognizing him as a man whom they are 
looking for, should lodge detainer war- 
rants there for a longer sentence. Brown 
is 31 years old, 6 feet % inch tall, weighing 
190 pounds, medium build, dark brown hair, 
dark hazel eyes, medium dark complexion, 
smooth shaven and claims to be a salesman. 


Following the burglary of a business 
establishment in Detroit, Mich., recently, 
several forgeries bearing the name of 
STEVE CARTER (2239) came to light. 
These checks were accepted for collection 
by banks throughout the city, who paid the 
operator after the paper had been success- 
fully negotiated through the clearings. 


FAY S. CLAPP (2240) was arrested 
recently in Los Angeles on charges of 
forgery and is now lodged in jail there 
awaiting trial. Member banks having 
claims against this fellow are advised to 
lodge detainer warrants for his further 
detention. 


‘Using the name of a responsible customer 

of a bank in Toms River, N. J.. DANIEL 
DALY (2241) negotiated a check for a 
considerable amount. The forgery was 
cleverly executed and the operator received 
payment after the instrument went through 
the clearings. Daly is described as being 
26 to 30 years of age, about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing 145 pounds, slender, some- 
times has a small brown moustache, medium 
brown hair, tanned complexion with sev- 
eral noticeable scars under his chin and is 
a flashy dresser. 


Book Agent Turns Crook 


EMBER banks should guard against 
cashing checks for strangers, who 
may attempt to negotiate paper ostensibly 
drawn in San Francisco by the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce. The police are 
looking for an operator who calls himself 


WORTHINGTON DA _  DOMINICIS 
(2242). This man worked for the National 
Chamber for a short period and when he 
disappeared it was learned that 23 blank 
checks were missing from the books of 
the organization. Thus far, only one of 
these has been cashed but the operator may 
not stop there. Dominicis is described as 
being about 5 feet, 10%4 inches tall, weighs 
170 pounds, of medium build, black hair, 
dark eyes, dark complexion, smooth shaven, 
Italian or Spanish and solicits magazine 
subscriptions. Our latest information in- 
dicates that this operator has gone to New 
York and vicinity. 


C. H. GUTKE (2243)), together with a 
woman companion, is wanted in Ogden, 
Utah, on charges resulting from forging 
his mother’s name to a check. Gutke is 
described as being 22 years of age; about 
6 feet tall; weighing 160 pounds; of medium 
build; brown hair; an American. He is 
gentlemanly, a neat dresser and good look- 
ing. The woman is about 22 years of age, 
about 5 feet 5 inches tall, weighing 115 
pounds, slender build, henna hair, large 
blue eyes, light complexion. She has a harsh 
loud voice and laugh, but is reported as 
being very attractive. 


Good Money After Bad 


SING the names of M. M. HAM- 

MOND (2244), W. E. MARCH 
(2245) and G. W. LANDES (2246), three 
men, posing as representatives of the 
“NATIONAL DETECTIVE AGENCY,” 
recently solicited banks in Utah in consid- 
eration of a certificate of membership, for 
the collection of notes or accounts which 
the banks were unable to realize upon. 
After turning over a few claims on 
which it received no action, a member 
bank endeavored to communicate with 
this “Agency” at Ogden, Utah, but 
found that they had suddenly disappeared, 
leaving several unpaid bills locally. They 
may establish again in another locality. 


ELMER HANSON (2247) is wanted in 
many towns in South Dakota for passing 
forged checks. He negotiates his paper 
with the retail merchants, where he makes 
small purchases and usually tells a story of 
having worked for some local man and re- 
questing cash on that man’s paper. He has 
used some of the following aliases: Ray- 
mond Scott, alias Raymond Brown, alias 
Lyle Hanson and is described as about 5 
feet 10 inches tall, weighs about 145 pounds, 
has dark hair and dark eyes and sported 
dark clothes and a fancy purple sweater. 


H. HOWARD (2248) successfully 
passed a number of forged checks in De- 
troit. They were drawn for amounts rang- 
ing from $50 to $75 and were cashed at 
retail clothiers. The operator is a tran- 
sient, usually obtains employment in the 
capacity of a real estate salesman and has 
been doing this work quite extensively in 
Chicago, Flint, Mich., and vicinity. He may 
try to negotiate paper through the banks 
and should be watched for. 


E. JAKSON (2249) and R. JONES 
(2250), two young colored operators. are 
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wanted in Washington, D. C., where they 
are charged with negotiating forged checks. 
They were engaged for a time with a bak- 
ery lunch company in that city. Their du- 
ties required visits to the bank on business 
matters, which made it possible for them 
to pass their forged paper without difficulty. 

Jakson is described as being 15 or 16 
years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weighing 
about 145 pounds, having a very brown 
skin and sometimes wears handkerchief 
around his neck. Jones is about 20 or 21 
years of age, 5 feet 10 inches tall, very 
dark complexion, wore blue suits and a gray 
cap. 


While in Sacramento, Cal. HARVEY 
JOHNSON (2251), alias G. D. Luke, en- 
tered a bank and on the strength of pure 
nerve presented a check drawn for a small 
amount on that institution, signed by a 
Harvey Johnson. The check was cashed 
on the mere fact that the bank had a re- 
sponsible customer of that name. Investiga- 
tion proved that a closer examination of 
the check upon presentation would have 
resulted in a discovery of the forgery. 

The operator is described as being about 
38 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches fall, weigh- 
ing about 180-190 pounds, of medium build, 
and had a dark complexion. 


CHARLES LOCKHARDT (2252), 
former employee of the Volunteers of 
America in Boston, ‘s charged with having 
forged a number of checks on that organ- 
ization following his discharge from their 
service. It was later learned that Lock- 
hardt’s true name is Charles Hefferman and 
that he is now supposed to be in the employ 
of a woman bootlegger in Malden, Mass. 
Lockhardt might be identified by his name 
which is tatooed on his left arm. 


CHARLES S. MULLER (2253), alias 
Charles Meyers, is negotiating worthless 
checks of the $20 variety among banks 
in Pennsylvania. This operator is about 
37 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches tall, weigh- 
ing about 140 pounds and has a small black 
mustache. He -was well dressed and is 
usually accompanied by a small boy about 
5 years of age. 


HARRY C. NEWTON (2254) passed 
bogus certified checks to a number of re- 
tail merchants recently while visiting Van- 
couver, Wash. These checks were drawn 
on the U. S. National Bank of that city 
and bore the name of E. R. Reynolds, as- 
sistant cashier. Reynolds, however, has not 
been with this institution for several years. 


HAROLD PARKS (2255), well known 
and decidedly well connected in and about 
Big Lake Tex., is charged with having 
cashed several forged checks, drawn on a 
Big Lake institution: He is of a sporting 
nature and will probably be located with 
people of that type. Parks is described as 
being 22 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall and 
weighing about 155 pounds. 


Stolen Blank Checks 


Ottawa, Ill., was visited recently by a 
forger whose method except for the 
amounts of the checks involved, closely re- 
sembles the activities of the Adler Gang. 


This man manages to obtain possession of 
genuine checks from the offices of his vic- 
tims. His ability to reproduce the deposi- 
tor’s signature is exceptional, consequently, 
he is able to negotiate forged instruments 
without great difficulty. He is about 38 
years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, of medium 
build, is smooth shaven, has dark curly 
hair and is a neat dresser. 


Reynolds in East 


ROVER W. REYNOLDS (1825) has 

worked the West, where bankers 
found him to be a clever and persistent 
customer, to say the least. He has now 
moved East and on May 18 opened an ac- 
count with the Fidelity Union Trust Co., 
Newark, N. J., using a bogus draft for 
$4,000 drawn on the Union Trust Company 
of Cleveland, Ohio, and using still another 
alias, namely, George S. Hanson. Our 
agents immediately got in touch with the 
bank in question, advising extreme care in 
their future dealings with this criminal. Loss 
was thereby avoided at Newark, but it is 
possible that the passbook of the Newark 
institution may be used in establishing his 
financial responsibility in other dealings 
with unwary bankers. 

Reynolds is about 40 years of age, 5 feet 
10 inches taii, weighs i40 pounds, slender 
build, blond hair, blue eyes, light com- 
plexion, is a distinct talker and a natty 
dresser. 


LEO SAUNDERS (2256), together 
with an accomplice, has been busy passing 
forged pay checks, drawn against the ac- 
count of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern 
Railway Co. on merchants of Gary, Ind., 
and its environs. These checks are usually 
of an amount acceptable as monthly pay 
checks and were readily cashed, especially 
among: merchants, where a sales profit 
seems to be the all important thing. Though 
very few banks have been mulcted by this 
pair, it would be well for member banks 
to take every necessary precaution. 

One of the two appeared to suffer from 
defective eye sight and invariably uses a 
reading glass. He is about 28 years of age, 
5 feet 11 inches tall and weighs about 165 
pounds. The other fellow is about 32 years 
of age, 5 feet 7 inches tall, weighs about 180 
pounds, light complexion, has very broad 
shoulders and Slavic accent. He also pro- 
duces a regular E. J. & E. Employee’s 
Card. 


PAUL D. SHERIDAN (2257), accom- 
panied by a woman, whom he presents as his 
wife, is passing worthless checks among 
hotels in Virginia. Sheridan represents 
himself as being connected with a large 
Cuban banking institution, presenting cards 
to that effect. He also carries a passbook 
showing a credit of $1,200 with the Corn 
Exchange Bank of New York. 

Sheridan is about 25 to 30 years of age, 
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5 feet 10 inches tall, and is of a highly ner- 
vous type. The woman is short, stout and is 
of a decidedly Spanish type, which adds 
weight to his story. Sheridan is also wanted 
by the authorities of California for parole 
violation. 


DAN SNYDER (2258) is a dangerous 
operator, who has been defrauding bankers 
throughout Texas during the recent months. 
This man obtained the “O.K.” signature of 
a bank president in Wichita Falls, Tex., and 
was thus able to reproduce the initials on 
worthless checks or bogus checks of large 
denominations. 

He is known to have worked in Dallas, 
Breckenridge and Fort Worth, Texas, and 
is not a piker by any means, as in each 
case he stings his victims for considerable 
sums. 


WILLIAM O. STRATTON (2259), 
also known as James V. Burke, is busily 
engaged cashing worthless checks in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. Stratton is a 
former resident of South River, N. J., where 
he left his wife and family and entered upon 
a career of crime. Checks drawn against 
a South River bank are being received 
daily. Stratton usually cashes his paper 
with merchants or chance acquaintances and 
is described as being about 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing 155 to 150 pounds, dark com- 
plexion, dark chestnut hair, usually wears 
dark brown clothes and light cap. © When 
last seen he was driving a car with New 
York dealer license plates. 


YW Orbrn 


Mail Box Plague 


OTWITHSTANDING the fact that 

our agents in New York City made 
several important arrests of mail box thieves 
during the past month, there are still in- 
stances of this form of crime going on. 
In short, we are receiving reports from vari- 
ous sections of the city to the effect that 
monthly statements are stolen from the 
mails and forged checks follow immediately 
after. Proper care and extreme caution, 
in the matter of treating cancelled vouchers, 
should be urged upon depositors. 

Loss of vouchers should be reported to 
the bank immediately, as this will place the 
banker on his guard. Bankers should ap- 
preciate the importance of impressing their 
customers with such important detail 
through proper education of the depositors, 
who themselves can aid materially in keep- 
ing down forgery losses. 


R. WALDORF (2260) is reported cash- 
ing bogus checks in Michigan. Waldorf 
had an account with the Blanchard State 
Bank several years ago and is now using 
his passbook and a blank check form. 


A young “cash and bearer” operator re- 
ceutly worked Huntington, W. Va., where 
he managed to pass forged paper in fairly 
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large amounts. This fellow is described as 
being about 18 vears of age, 5 feet 6 inches 
tall; of medium build; has a mole near the 
corner of his mouth; wore a grey cap and 
a brown suit and talks convincingly. 


An unknown operator of the “Con Man” 
variety is being sought by the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, authorities. | This operator, having 
access to the room of one of his acquaint- 
ances, stole a pass book and drew out a 
large portion of his friend’s bank balance 
by forging his signature. This man is about 
30 years of age, 5 feet 11 inches tall ; smooth 
shaven; has a conspicuous gold tooth and 
is of medium build. 


Another swindle was perpetrated by book 
agents in Gallion, Ohio, recently and, be- 
cause of its effectiveness, is worthy of space 
in this publication. An operator calling 
himself A. H. WARNER (2261), entered 
a school building in that city and solicited 
orders for “Primary Education and Normal 
Instruction” books from the teachers. He 
obtained three orders on a_ subscription 
blank which had a regular check form on 
the bottom. The teachers signed this with- 
out question and, upon leaving the school, 
the operator went direct to a bank where 
he cashed the three checks. Being propesly 
drawn, they were paid without question. 


Several bogus checks, bearing the name 
of J. D. YOUNG, JR. (2263), were recent- 
ly cashed in Mobile, Ala. These checks 
were drawn on the Nationa! Exchange 
Bank of Houston, Texas, which has been 
out of existence for more than a year. The 
operator is described as being about 32 
years of age, about 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
weighing 135 pounds, has black hair, black 
moustache, and dark eyes. He claims to be 
a veteran of the world war and wears an 
American Legion button. He may talk of 
Muscogee, Fla., where he is supposed to 
have lived in his boyhood. 


Among the losses sustained in a recent day- 
light robbery df a St. Louis bank were eighty 
new $5 Federal Reserve Notes, Series of 
1914 8-H Nos. H33802621A to H33802700, 
inclusive. We are inserting this notice on 
the chance that any reader handling one or 
more of these bills will communicate full 
details regarding their source to the nearest 
Burns office. 


New Counterfeit $10 Note 


The Treasury Department at Washington 
reports the circulation of a new $10 Note 
on Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, IIl.; 
series 1914; check letter “C”; face plate 
No. 294; back plate number not discernible ; 
D. F. HOUSTON, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; JOHN BURKE, Treasurer of the 
United States; portrait of JACKSON. 

This is a photo-mechanical production on 
one sheet of paper on which pen and ink 
lines have been traced’ in imitation of the 
silk fibre. The face of this counterfeit is 
darker than in the genuiae, the background 
in the portraiture and thie fine lines in the 
border lathework disclosing a smudgy ap- 
pearance. The back of the note, while 
printed in dull green, is more deceptive than 
the face. The seal and serial numbers are 
printed in bright blue. 


Reward for Stolen Securities 


A reward is offered by the Postal author- 
ities for information leading to the arrest 
of those responsible for the robbery of mail 
matter from the depot in Lafayette, Ind., 
on the night of April 22 of this year. Bank- 
ers having some of the following securities 
and bonds on hand, should make a thorough 
check-up of their holdings in order that 
some clue as to the disposers might be 
traced: “Fletcher-American Company (In- 
dianapolis, Ind.) First Mortgage 5% per 
cent Real Estate Certificates, as follows: 
19 at $1,000—Nos. M-1 to M-19, inclusive; 
12 at $5,000—Nos. V-1 to V-12, inclusive. 
Also, 5 $1,000 City of Gary, Lake County, 
Ind., Park Bonds, 4% per cent, Nos. 11 to 
15, inclusive. Should any of, these bonds 
be offered for sale, the bankers approached 
should immediately report the matter to the 
Postal and Police authorities. 


A group of four gypsies is touring Penn- 
sylvania in a Cadillac touring car. They 
are using a scientific manipulation of change 
and currency, which inevitably results in 
losses to the banker whom they are dealing 
with. Their object is to confuse their vic- 
tim. In Altoona, recently, they got away 
with $250. The banker realized what hap- 
pened too soon and they were arrested. 
However, after making restitution and pay- 
ing a fine of $250 for fortune telling they 
were permitted to go. They were again 
heard from in Reading where there is a 
warrant out for their arrest. 


Using the name of a responsible business 
man in Rowell Station, Fort Lawn, S. C., 
or Catawba, S. C., an operator is working 
the Carolinas with unusual success. He will 
enter a retail merchant’s store, order a ship- 
ment of goods to be sent to the above ad- 
dress, and then present for cash a printed 
check of the concern he claims to own. 
These checks are usually for amounts of less 
than $100. He is about 30 years old, tall 
and stoutly built, has a fair complexion, 
and is conversant with business conditions 
throughout South Carolina. 


Lost Certificates 


Two certificates of deposit, drawn on the 
State Bank of Lehr, N. D., were stolen in 
El Paso, Tex., recently. Member banks are 
advised that payment has been stopped on 
them. These certificates are numbered 975 
and 976 for $600 and $800 respectively, and 
made payable to Fred Hoff. 


An unknown woman operator is finding 
many easy victims in South Dakota, where 
she passes checks for small purchases at 
retail stores, offering to call for them later. 
At other times she gives directions for de- 
livery of the goods. Her checks invariably 
bear forgeries of local names. 


A Correction 


INCE publishing the warning upon page 8 
of the May issue regarding A. VIRGIL 
WALTERS, «ander the title of “ARKAN- 
SAS TRAVELER,” we are advised that the 
checks passed by Walters, J. D. Wait and 
M. P. Hanks were erroneously drawn on the 
Bank of Scotland, Ark., forms through an 
innocent mistake. 
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It seems that a pad of checks on the Bank 
of Scotland was erroneously left on the desk 
of another bank at Russellville, Ark., where 
they were used as counter forms by the above 
gentlemen, all of whom are well-known as 
honorable citizens in the community. This 
correction is, therefore, recorded with all due 
apologies to Messrs. Wait and Hanks. 


To Myself Only 


Pe as a depositor, a forger recently 
profited from an unusual display of nerve 
at the expense of a Spokane, Wash., bank. 
Affecting the appearance of the deposito-, 
who was a factory worker, the forger ap- 
peared at the bank dressed for the part and 
drew three counter checks payable “To My- 
self Only” in amounts aggregating more 
than $300. Although this crook was a total 
stranger to the teller, cash was passed out 
on three different days merely because the 
signature upon the counter checks looked 
good. 

Inasmuch as only the depositor’s name 
was used we have no name for the criminal, 
who is described as about 25 to 30 years of 
age, 5 feet 7 or 8 inches tall, weighs about 
160 pounds and of medium build. 


Buying Farms 

the name of C. M. PIER (2264), 
a worthless check operator has been mo- 
toring about small towns in Nebraska posing 
as an agent for Montana farmers who wanted 
to locate in the vicinity of Lincoln. He fat- 
tened the bait by claiming he was not inter- 
ested in buying just one or two farms, but 
that his Montana clients were ready to close 
for a number of large tracts. In dickering 
for the land, Pier tenders $500 “drafts” and, 
as soon as possible thereafter, checks for 
smaller amounts are presented for ready 
cash. The drafts are worthless pieces of 
paper and no bank should allow itself to be 
mulcted for funds through this ancient and 

time-worn scheme. 

Pier is described as about 50 years of 
age; an unusually large man, more than 6 
feet in height, weighs 260 pounds, strongly 
built and smooth shaven. 


Arrests 


Forgers, etc. 


BARRAGY, JOHN JOSEPH—April 13, 
Hollywood, Cal., County Jail. 

BRODT, T. W.—Alias Harry Kiehl, April 
30, Portland, Ore., County Jail. 

CORBETT, GEORGE—Alias Joseph 
ee May 3, Brooklyn, N. Y., City 
ail. 

ENCINOSA, PEPITO—April 23, New 
York, N. Y., City Jail. 

ENSIGN, MRS. HAZEL ETTER—April 
5, San Francisco, Cal., City Jail. 

GOLDBERG, ABE—April 14, Denver, 
Colo., City Jail. 

HARRIS, FLOSSY—May 8, Wewoka, 
Okla., County Jail. 

LAWLER, HARRY C.—April 23, Los 
Angeles, Cal., City Jail. 

McNAMARA, JOSEPH—May 6, New 
York, N. Y., City Jail. 

PERKINS, EARL T.—April 22, Knoxville, 
Tenn., County Jail. 

RAYFORD, LOUIS—April 21, San Diego, 
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Cal., returned to Los Angeles, Cal., City 


Jail. 

SIMMONS, FRED—April 27, Big Lake, 
Tex., County Jail. 

THOMPSON, WILL—April, Washington 
County, Ohio, County Jail. 

WHITE, GEORGE B.—Alias J. P. Mur- 
phy, April 21, Chicago, Ill., City Jail. 
WILLIAMSON, JOSEPH B.—April 30, 

Atlanta, Ga., County Jail. 


Burglars 


CALLICUTT, PINK G.—April 4, Jack- 
son, Miss., County Jail. 
WELCH, ED.—March 20, Manitowoc, Wis., 


County Jail. 
Holdup Robbers 


BARDWELL, C. E.—April, 1926, Sedalia, 
Mo., returned to Clinton, Mo., County Jail. 

DICKENS, THOMAS—April, 1926, St. 
Louis, City Jail. 

GARRITY, TOM—April, 1926, St. Louis, 
City Jail. 

HILL, ROBERT—April, 1926, St. Louis, 
City Jail. 

JOHNSON, RAYMOND—April, 1926, St. 
Louis, City Jail. 

KING, ALBERT—April, 1926, Vincennes, 
Ind., County Jail. 
KINNER, ARTHUR HOWARD—April, 
1926, Baltimore, City Jail. 
KNEIST, RICHARD—April, 
Louis, City Jail. 

KOLKER, ROBERT—April, 1926, Muncie, 
Ind., County Jail. 

MATTHES, ROBERT—April, 1926, St. 
Louis, City Jail. 

MUELLER, HENRY—April, 1926, St. 
Louis, City Jail. 

OVERNACK, MATTHEW—April, 1926, 
Philadelphia, City Jail. 

WANDERCHECK, EDWARD — April, 
1926, St. Louis, City Jail. 

WELCH, W. J.—April, 1926, Manitowoc, 
Wis., County Jail. 


1926, St. 


Dispositions 
Forgers, etc. 

BABBITT, A. C.—Alias J. H. Collins, sen- 
tenced, 1 to 14 years, San Quentin, Cal. 

BANNACH; JOHN—Alias Banack, sen- 
tenced, fined $2.00, Chicago. 

BARRAGY, JOHN JOSEPH—Sentenced, 
1 to 14 years, Preston School of Industry, 
Waterman, Cal. 

BEDAY, EUGENE—Alias Eugene Beatty, 
alias M. D. Irons, sentenced, Preston 
School of Industry, Waterman, Cal. 

BERGK, AUGUST—Alias Alfred Hart- 
man, sentenced, 1 to 14 years, San Quen- 
tin, Cal. 


COX, MRS. C. H.—Alias Mrs. Bowers, re- Arrests Dispositions 
leased, lack of evidence, Tulsa, Okla. aii 
CRAMER, PAUL GLENN—Alias J. C. 
. Trial |Reported|Reported Dis- 
ae alias Bert better rag Wil- Aug. 31,| Since in Con- charged |Escaped} Total 
uitted | or Di ria 
EMERSON, FRANCIS P.—Sentenced, 1 Forgers, etc.... 180 179 15 194 111 51 8 204 
FLOTH, FRED—Alias Harry Bumback, Burglars....... 57 21 2 23 10 7 2 61 
sling Harry Magers, sentenced, 1 to 14 sobber.| 202 145 14 159 128 30 12.| 191 
years, San Quentin, Cal. P 
GREENBERG, IZZY KAHN—Discharged, gneak thieves... 3 1 1 1 3 
GREENBERG, JOHN R.—Made restitu- Tete: 8551 442 346 31 377 249 89 22 459 
tion, charges dropped, Chicago. : 


GREENSPAWN, JACOB—Released, lack 
of sufficient identification, Chicago. 

HAZLETT, R. A.—Mentally unbalanced, 
confined to St. Francis Hospital, later 
placed in asylum, Allegheny, Pa. 

KOMREICK, STANLEY—Alias Kern- 
reick, released, made restitution, Chicago. 

LEIBLING, JOS. A.—Sentenced, 20 years, 
Allegheny County Workhouse, Pa. 

LUBIN, A.—Alias Minnie Cohen, sentenced, 
2 years House of Correction, sentence 
suspended, Boston, Mass. 

MARTIN, HENRY—Sentenced, 
on probation, Madera, Cal. 

NAKAMURA, T.—Sentenced, I to 3 years, 
on probation, San Francisco, Cal. 

OWCZARSKI, SIMON—Alias Joseph 
Pranke, sentenced, 6 months House of 
Correction, Chicago, III. 

PAOLUCCI, CARLO — Alias L. D. 
Moyers, alias Yazejau, alias Carlo Fer- 
rari, sentenced, 2 to 14 years, Michigan 
State Prison, Jackson, Mich. 

RESS, H. K.—Alias Bowers, dismissed, La 
Grange, Ore. 

ROSS, RALPH—Sentenced, 2 years, Pres- 
ton School of Industry, Waterman, Cal. 
SIRKIN, ELIAS—Sentenced, released in 

custody of father, Hollywood, Cal. 

SOLMAN, WILLIE—Sentenced, 3 years 
on probation, Los Angeles, Cal. 

THOMPSON, WILL—Alias Gilbert Uhl, 
sentenced, 1 to 20 years, Mansfield Re- 
formatory, Ohio. 

TRUE, HARRY—Alias Chas. 
dismissed, San Francisco, Cal. 

WILLIAMSON, JOSEIH B.—Sentenced, 
4 years, Atlanta Reformatory, Ga. 


released 


Ellwood, 


Burglars 


RITCHIE, ALFRED—Sentenced, 4 years, 
State Penitentiary, Huntsville, Tex. 


Holdup Robbers 

BENSON, FRANK—“Swede,” dismissed, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

BROWNBACK, L. V.—Sentenced, 5 years, 
Kansas State Penitentiary, Lansing, Kan. 

COLCORD, TOM—Sentenced, life, hard 
labor, State Penitentiary, Stillwater, Minn. 

COLLINS, CHARLES — “Chuck,” sen- 
tenced, 1 year and 1 day, Kansas State 
Penitentiary, Lansing, Kan. 

CORNETT, HENRY—Sentenced, 30 years, 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary, McAlester, 
Okla. 

DICKENS, THOMAS — Sentenced, 15 
years, Missouri State Penitentiary, Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 


DODSON, BEE—Killed, resisting arrest, 
Salisaw, Okla. 

GARRITY, THOMAS D.—Alias Warpole, 
returned to the Tennessee State Peniten- 
tiary, Nashville, Tenn. 

GEISLER, PETE—Sentenced, paroled, 2 
years, Allegheny, Pa. 

GIBSON, RUSSELL—Released, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

HAUSENBERGER, PH!ILLIP—Sentenced, 
2 to 4 years, Western State Penitentiary, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

HOPKINS, MRS. GEORGE—Released, 
Drumright, Okla. 

KING, ALVIN—Released, lack of evidence, 
Kansas City,’ Mo. 

KIRBY, J. H.—Released, turned State’s 
evidence, Drumright, Okla. 

KNIGHT, GUY—Killed in Missouri. 

KNERR, HERMAN—Sentenced and pa- 
roled, 2 years, Allegheny, Pa. 

KNORR, EMIL—Alias “Red,” Joe Bush, 
and Joe Billings, sentenced, 10 years, 
Oregon State Penitentiary, Salem, Ore. 

KNUDSON, BERT Released, insufficient 
evidence, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

MAYSE, C. D.—Sentenced, 10 years, Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Mo. 

McCRORY, EARL—Sentenced, 5 years to 
life, San Quentin, Cal. 

McKNIGHT, FRANK—Dismissed, lack of 
identification, Chicago, IIl. 

PAUL, JESSE B.—Alias “Big Boy 
Berry,” sentenced, 10 years, Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary, McAlester, Okla. 

PLESTINO, JAMES—Alias Chas. Gordon, 
and Gino Cornella, sentenced, 60 days, 
County Jail, San Francisco, Cal. 

POWELL, WENDELL— Jumped bond, 
never tried, Kansas City, Mo. 

RICE, ARTHUR T.—Alias Arthur Flan- 
nery, alias Artie Rice, sentenced, 10 years 
to life, Southern Illinois State Peniten- 
tiary, Menard, II. 

SALMY, CHARLES—Alias Salemy, sen- 
tenced, life, hard labor, Stillwater, Minn. 

SMITH, KENNETH—Sentenced, 15 years, 
Texas State Penitentiary, San Antonio, 
Tex. 

STEFFY, RALPH—Broke jail, Sapulpa, 
Mo., at large. 

DR.—Released, Kansas City, 

0. 

WHITTEMORE, RICHARD REESE— 
Jury disagreement, Buffalo, N. con- 
victed May 21 murder, first degree, at 
Baltimore. 
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